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Interspecies Sanctuary

The mass of the existing school is eroded into 
a cascading series of terraces, and a vine-like 
thicket of piers and beams emerges, defining 
a forest canopy between the two long bars 
of the building’s original H configuration. The 
intervening land between 9th and 10th Streets 
becomes an intermittent marsh, an alluring terra 
incognita for children to discover their wonder, 
curiosity, and respect for all the living things 
which come to inhabit the canopy above and 
the soil below. The building becomes obscured 
beneath the accumulation of a vertical ecology. It 
comes to constitute a pedagogy of germination, 
growth, and decay. A lesson as arresting as any 
to be inscribed on the blackboard can be found 
outside the window. If pupils know to look, the 
fabric of the school itself can teach them ways 
to see: to glean the type of knowledge water has 
as it runs through grooves etched by repetition, 
or that a tree has as its shoots strive towards 
sunlight. The relentless cycles of living systems 
aggregating and disintegrating, becoming and 
unbecoming, engender in their witnesses an 
epistemology rooted in biopsychosocial well-
being.
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East Village: Climate Futures

Below: Intersection of Avenue C and 
6th Street during superstorm Sandy.
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A Vertical Ecology
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Epistemologies of Tending

This project embodies a model for 
living with changing climate, accom-
modating other species in the urban 
environment, and channels that mod-
el into the defining epistemology of 
the student body.

A lesson as arresting as any to be in-
scribed on the blackboard can be found 
outside the window. If pupils know to 
look, the fabric of the school itself can 
teach them ways to see: to glean the 
type of knowledge water has as it runs 
through grooves etched by repetition, 
or that a tree has as its shoots strive 
towards sunlight. The relentless cycles 
of living systems aggregating and disin-
tegrating, becoming and unbecoming, 
engender in their witnesses an epis-
temology rooted in biopsychosocial 
well-being. 
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