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Rivane Neuenschwander
The Portrait of a Phantom
•	Try to remember if you ever saw or felt or experienced a 

phantom in your early childhood (you can also think of a  
more recent phantom). 

•	Give your phantom a name,  place of origin,  shape, features, 
characteristics, habits. Is it friendly or scary? Where does the 
phantom live? Do you like its company at all?  

•	Make a portrait of your phantom (drawing, painting, video, 
sound, sculpture, whatever media you find most appropriate  
to represent it). 

•	If you wish, make a diagram showing all facts that are related to 
your phantom, like its favorite food, color, music, book, hour of 
the day or night. 

•	Think of a word that can make your phantom disappear or appear. 

•	Ask your friends and/or family about their phantoms.  

•	If you find it appropriate, write a short story based on your own 
experience and read it for your phantom, whenever it is time for  
it to go to sleep.


