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Karen Kubey Receives Fulbright U.S. Scholar Award to Argentina for  
Teaching and Research on Housing, Architecture, and Social Equity 

The U.S. Department of State and the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board are pleased to announce that Karen Kubey of 
Pratt Institute and the Columbia University Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation has received a Fulbright U.S. 
Scholar Program award to Argentina. Kubey will be based in Buenos Aires this September to December and will teach a comparative 
housing seminar at the Universidad Torcuato Di Tella Escuela de Arquitectura y Estudios Urbanos. She will also join the Centro de 
Investigaciones de Historia de la Vivienda en América Latina (CEIHVAL) at the Universidad de Buenos Aires as a visiting researcher, 
and will collaborate with the Centro de Estudios Urbanos y Regionales (CEUR) on a research project on the effects of housing policies 
on regional urbanization processes.  
 
Kubey will give public lectures in Buenos Aires, Santiago, and Rio, to be announced at www.karenkubey.net. The first, “New Forms of 
Housing and a New Kind of Architect,” will take place September 26, 7pm at the Di Tella Centro de Estudios de Arquitectura 
Contemporánea. 
 
Fulbright Project: “Housing as Intervention: A Comparative Analysis of Architecture towards Social Equity”/”Intervención con 
Vivienda: Análisis comparativo de la arquitectura hacia la equidad social” 
Innovative design strategies being implemented in Argentina, addressing inequalities through new social housing and interventions 
in informal settlements, are not well known in the U.S. and merit a comparative study. What is at stake is not only an urgent 
contribution to the field of architecture, but also critical material in the global fight for housing justice. The housing systems in the 
U.S. and Argentina leave millions of people housing insecure and many more without quality homes. Argentina's long standing 
engagement with housing inequality has produced thoughtful strategies that must be considered as both countries endeavor to 
ensure their citizens are properly housed. 
 
Karen Kubey 
Karen Kubey is an urbanist specializing in housing and health. She is the editor of Housing as Intervention: Architecture towards 
Social Equity (Architectural Design, 2018) and served as the first executive director of the Institute for Public Architecture. Kubey co-
founded the New York chapter of Architecture for Humanity (now Open Architecture/New York) and co-founded and led the New 
Housing New York design competition.  
 
Holding degrees in architecture from the University of California, Berkeley and the Columbia University Graduate School for 
Architecture, Planning and Preservation (GSAPP), Kubey began her career as a designer of below-market housing. She has received 
support from the New York State Council on the Arts and MacDowell. Currently a Fulbright U.S. Scholar in Buenos Aires, she teaches 
at Pratt Institute and Columbia GSAPP, and was a 2019-20 Faculty Fellow in Design for Spatial Justice at the University of Oregon. 
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About Fulbright 
As a Fulbright Scholar, Kubey will share knowledge and foster meaningful connections across communities in the United States and 
Argentina. Fulbrighters engage in cutting-edge research and expand their professional networks, often continuing research 
collaborations started abroad and laying the groundwork for forging future partnerships between institutions. Upon returning to 
their home countries, institutions, labs, and classrooms, they share their stories and often become active supporters of international 
exchange, inviting foreign scholars to campus and encouraging colleagues and students to go abroad. As Fulbright Scholar alumni, 
their careers are enriched by joining a network of thousands of esteemed scholars, many of whom are leaders in their fields. 
Fulbright alumni include 60 Nobel Prize laureates, 86 Pulitzer Prize recipients, and 37 who have served as a head of state or 
government. 

 
The Fulbright Program is the flagship international educational exchange program sponsored by the U.S. government and is 
designed to forge lasting connections between the people of the United States and the people of other countries, counter 
misunderstandings, and help people and nations work together toward common goals. Since its establishment in 1946, the Fulbright 
Program has enabled more than 390,000 dedicated and accomplished students, scholars, artists, teachers, and professionals of all 
backgrounds to study, teach and conduct research, exchange ideas, and find solutions to shared international concerns. The 
Fulbright Program is funded through an annual appropriation made by the U.S. Congress to the U.S. Department of State. 
Participating governments and host institutions, corporations, and foundations around the world also provide direct and indirect 
support to the Program, which operates in more than 160 countries worldwide. 
 

For further information about the Fulbright Program or the U.S. Department of State, please visit http://eca.state.gov/fulbright or 
contact the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs Press Office by telephone 202-632-6452 or e-mail ECA-Press@state.gov. 
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