Open Studio

A Collection of Art-Making
Ideas by Artists

Kay Rosen
ABCDEFGHI!
My artwork uses language as its subject. I’m sort of an artistwriter. So I thought of an art project for you that involves words
and letters.
Media
Mixed media

Materials
Pencil, marker, crayons, paint,
charcoal, or colored pencils;
paper or cardboard

Assignment
Make a list of eight words whose letters are consecutive in the
alphabet. That means the letters in the words must follow the
same order as they do in the alphabet. For example: you may use
the word ANT because A comes before N, and N comes before
T in the alphabet. But you may not use the word CAR because C
comes after A in the alphabet. You may use words of any length,
from DO to ALMOST (a freebie, you may use ALMOST as one of
your 8 words). Try not to use words that have double letters, like
ADD, but if you have to, it’s OK, because this is harder than you
think. You may use any medium and any colors you want: pencil,
marker, crayons, paint, charcoal, or colored pencils. Probably
paper or cardboard is the best surface. You may make the list any
size—small, medium, or large.
There was a Frenchman named George Perec who wrote an
entire book without using the letter E. That was really hard
because E is such a useful letter. If you have time after you make
your list of eight words, try writing a paragraph without using the
letter E.
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DGOO CKLU!
(That’s Good Luck spelled with the letters in their alphabetical
order, but not in the correct order as in the word.)
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