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Columbia GSAPP 
ARCHA8906_0012020 
Tu 2 – 4 Buell 300S 

Prof. Mabel O. Wilson  
office hours: by appointment 

e: mow6@columbia.edu 
 
PROPERTY: The Spatial Politics Land, Architecture and Dispossession  
 

 
John Gast, “American Progress”, (1872) 
 
To frame the core themes of their installation at the 2019 Chicago Architecture Biennial, the Settler Colonial City Project (SCCP), a 
collective of architectural historians, made the following assertion: “Architecture in the United States—and in many parts of the 
world—is built on stolen land. Architectural historians have begun to acknowledge the ongoing epistemic and physical violence of 
settler colonialism…” How, therefore, can questions of dispossession, colonization and decolonization, asks SCCP, challenge 
narratives of architectural history? This course takes up that charge by exploring a key factor in Europe’s colonization of Asia, Africa 
and the Americas: the creation of property. We will be attentive to how the dispossession of land from indigenous peoples and the 
movement of populations that supplied the labor necessary extract resources from expropriated land, such as the transatlantic slave 
trade, facilitated the rise of modernity, with its attendant metropolitan centers and colonial outposts. These epistemic and ontological 
transformations also establish the modern self-possessed subject—“the property owner,” whose status was defined by race, class, 
gender and sexuality. The creation of legal documents like deeds, surveys and plans that abstracted common land or the land of 
others into regimes of private ownership, were also forms of representation adaptable to architectural representation. It is important 
to understand how these processes of territorialization were also cultural, as Said pointedly observes: “Imperialism and the culture 
associated with it affirms both the primacy of geography and an ideology about the control of territory. The geographical sense 
makes projections—imaginative, cartographic, military, economic, historical, or in a general sense cultural.” (Culture and Imperialism 
78) From the 14th century onward, the discourse of Architecture, the European arts of building, depended upon practices and laws 
that determined forms of property. By reading seminal texts—Locke, Kant and Marx—as well as those of contemporary thinkers—
Wynter, Mignolo, and Coulthard—who challenge the universalization of conceptions such as “Property,” Race,” and “Man,” the 
seminar will respond to SCCP’s query: how to engage questions colonization and decolonization in architectural history (and other 
allied disciplines). We will consider how architecture operates within the colonial project both as technique and aesthetic. We will be 
mindful that the material violence of dispossession and its corollary of displacement continues in contemporary spaces of mass 
migrations, gentrification, resource extraction, mass incarceration and border policing. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
Readings Presentation 
This course is a seminar centered around a series of discussions and readings, therefore all students are responsible for completing 
all reading assignments. Each student will be responsible for making a introduction of one week’s assigned book or set of readings. 
This presentation, which can/should include visual material, should be no longer than 15 - 20 minutes and should outline the key 
themes of the book or readings, chart the intellectual framework and critical arguments, and raise questions for the class to discuss. 
This presentation of course readings along with in class participation will count toward 25% of your grade. 
 
Final Research Presentation and Paper - due 05.11.20 
All students are required to make a 30-minute presentation and develop a paper (7500 words) of their final research. The 
presentation and paper should take the critical insights on property, architecture and dispossession and expand them into the 
analysis or comparison of a particular primary text in architecture or building, preferably archival. All research should present a clear 
comprehensible thesis and demonstrate thorough research by analyzing primary sources and utilizing secondary sources to support 
a rigorous analysis. During the first week in March each student will meet with the professor to discuss the direction of the research 
topic. The final presentations will take place on the last two classes of the semester. The final research paper will be due by May 11, 
2020 via e-mail (PDF or MSWord document) no later than 8pm. This final research paper will count toward 75% of your grade. 
 
Papers will be evaluated on the following criteria: strong thesis; clear, logical, and original argument; critical and creative analysis of 
theoretical texts and visual material; serious effort, preparation, and engagement in the subject matter. All papers must be written in 
a legible font (typically 10-12pt. Helvetica, Times Roman, or Courier,) double-spaced, 1-1.25 inch margins, and paginated. Use 
endnotes or footnotes. All images, quotes or referenced material must include citations formatted according to a writing manual of 
style (MLA or Chicago Manual of Style.) 
 
READINGS: 
 
WEEK 1_01.21.20 
Alyosha Goldstein, “By Force of Expectation: Colonization, Public Lands, and the Property Relation,” Discourse – UCLA Law 

Review, March, 1, 2018, https://www.uclalawreview.org/by-force-of-expectation/ 
Andrew Herscher, “Unreal Estate: An Introduction,” Unreal Estate Guide to Detroit, Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Books, 2012, 

6 – 21. https://www.fulcrum.org/epubs/p8418p11t?locale=en#/6/16[int01]!/4/2/4[p6]/1:0 
Reinhold Martin, “Fundamental 13: Real Estate as Infrastructure Architecture” Places Journal, May 2014, 

https://placesjournal.org/article/fundamental-13/ 
 
WEEK 2_01.28.20 
John Locke, Preface, Ch. 1; 4 – 7, Two Treatises of Government (, New Haven: Yale University Press; HeinOnline Legal Classics. 

pp. 3- 6, 121 – 122, 132 – 168.  Ebook: see - https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/8526745?counter=1 
Cheryl I. Harris, “Whiteness as Property,” Harvard Law Review, Vol. 106, No. 8 (Jun., 1993), pp. 1707-1791 [see PDF] 
 
WEEK 3_02.04.20 
Brenna Bhandar, Colonial Lives of Property: Law, Land, and Racial Regimes of Ownership, Durham: Duke University Press, 2018 

(ebook – E-Books Duke) https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/13513581 
Rowland, Cameron. D37 Pamphlet, Los Angeles: Museum of Contemporary Art, 2018 https://www.moca.org/exhibition/cameron-

rowland-d37 
Rowland, Cameron, Artist Space exhibition text; also see https://artistsspace.org/exhibitions/cameron-rowland 
 
 
WEEK 4_02.11.20 
Blomley, Nicholas, “Law, Property, and the Geography of Violence: The Frontier, the Survey, and the Grid,” Annals of the 

Association of American Geographers, 93(1), 2003, pp. 121–141. 
Simon Gikandi, “Preface, Ch. 1, 3 and 4”, Slavery and the Culture of Taste, University of Princeton Press, 2011. [ebook – ACLS 

Humanities Ebook] https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/10923335 
Thomas Jefferson, “Query 1 – Limits, Query 2 – Rivers and Navigation, Query 6 – section on Animals, Query 7 – Climate, Query 8 – 

Populations, Query 11 – Aboriginals, Query 14 - Laws and Query 15 - Colleges, Buildings, & Roads” in Notes on the State of 
Virginia. Richmond: J. W. Randolph, 1853. pp. 1 – 15, 42 – 96; 99 - 115; 140 - 166. see 
https://archive.org/details/notesonstateofvi01jeff 

 
TALK_02.12.20 – Cameron Rowland – place - TBA 
 
WEEK 5_02.18.20 
Walter D. Mignolo, “Ch. 4 Decoloniality at Large, Ch. 5 The Darker Side of the Enlightenment,” Darker Side of Western Modernity: 

Global Futures, Decolonial Options, Durham: Duke University Press, 149 – 212. https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/10671619 
Immanuel Kant,“On the Different Races of Man,” “On National Characteristics” and Physical Geography, in Race and the 

Enlightenment, edited by Emmanuel Chukwudi Eze, Cambridge: Blackwell, 1997. 38-58. [see PDF] 
George Friedrich Hegel, “Lectures of the Philsophy of History” in Race and the Enlightenment, edited by Emmanuel Chukwudi Eze, 

Cambridge: Blackwell, 1997. 109-149. [see PDF] 
 
WEEK 6_02.25.20 
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Wynter, Sylvia, “Unsettling the Coloniality of Being/Power/Truth/Freedom: Towards the Human, After Man, Its Overrepresentation—
An Argument,” CR: The New Centennial Review, Vol. 3, No. 3, Fall 2993, 257 – 337. [see PDF] 

Kathryn Yusoff, “White Utopia/Black Inferno: Life on a Geologic Spike” e-flux Journal, No. 97, (Feb. 2019) https://www.e-
flux.com/journal/97/252226/white-utopia-black-inferno-life-on-a-geologic-spike/ 

 
WEEK 7_03.03.20 
Karl Marx, “Part 8 - Primitive Accumulation,” Capital: A Critique of Political of Economy Vol. 1 (1889), New York, Appleton & 

Co. [ebook – HeinOnline], pp. 730 – 800. See https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/8955248 
Nichols, Robert. “Theft Is Property! The Recursive Logic of Dispossession.” Political Theory 46, no. 1 (February 2018): 3–28. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0090591717701709 
 
WEEK 8_03.10.20 
Glen Sean Coulthard, Red Skin, White Masks: Rejecting the Colonial Politics of Recognition, Minnesota: University of Minnesota 

Press, 2014. [ebook – Minnesota Scholarship Online] https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/11873287 
Settler Colonial City Project, Decolonizing the Chicago Cultural Center, 2019 Chicago Architecture Biennial, 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WcPA3jMMHZpvI2zb4XdnGUKqBNTjcdXe/view 
 
WEEK 9_03.17.20 SPRING BREAK 
 
WEEK 10_03.24.20 
Moreton-Robinson, Aileen, “Pt. Owning Property – Ch. 1 - 4” The White Possessive: Property, Power and Indigenous Sovereignty, 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2015, pp. 3 – 61. https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/11874576 
Rachel O’Reilly, “Dematerialization of the Land/Water Object,” e-flux Journal, No. 90, (Apr. 2018) https://www.e-

flux.com/journal/90/191918/dematerializations-of-the-land-water-object/ 
Sean Anderson, and Jennifer Ferng. "The Detention-Industrial Complex in Australia." Journal of the Society of Architectural 

Historians 73, no. 4 (2014): 469-74. [see PDF] 
 
WEEK 11_03.31.20_guest_Prof. Manuel Shvartzberg Carrió 
Manuel Shvartzberg Carrió, “Ch. 2 - Housing Leisure: The Agua Caliente Reservation as Political Infrastructure,” Designing “Post-

Industrial Society:” Settler Colonialism and Architecture in Palm Springs, dissertation [see PDF] 
Quinn Slobodian, Ch. ? Globalists: End of Empire and the Birth of Neoliberalism, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2018. 

https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/13251992?counter=2 
 
WEEK 12_04.07.20_guest Prof. Catherine Ingraham 
Paula Chakravartty, Denise Ferreira da Silva, “Accumulation, Dispossession, and Debt: The Racial Logic of Global Capitalism—An 

Introduction,” American Quarterly, Vol. 64, no. 3, (2012): pp. 361-385. [see PDF] 
Woods, Clyde, Ch. 7 – 8, Development Drowned and Reborn:  The Blues and Bourbon restorations in post-Katrina, edited by 

Jordan T. Camp and Laura Pulido, Athens: University of Georgia Press, pp. . [ebook Comprehensive Academic Collection] 
https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/14060850 

 
TALK_04.08.20 – Kathryn Yusoff–AAADS conf. rm Schermerhorn 7th FL, 4-6p 
 
WEEK 13_04.14.20 – Research Presentations 
 
WEEK 14_04.21.20 – Research Presentations 
 
WEEK 15_04.28.20 – Research Presentations 
 
FINAL PAPER DUE_05_11_19 
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