earth, drawing by adnan , 6 years old , january 2020

ibrahim kombarji
GSAPP 2020



- ook, look
ibrahim! this is
the earth. did you

iy know that the
goiden toad and
the baiji dolphin
are extinct. this
doiphin should be
here in this big
ocean can you
seeit?

adnan my 6 year old cousin was
my first asterisk moment

N,O, nitrous oxide,
interacts with

other chemicals in
hhhhhhhhhhhhh




follow these
invisible

ol

particules. they

are suspended in
our atmosphere
and contribute

largely to the

climate crisis.




this is my little cousin adnan.
we call him nano. i stopped by
london on my way back to new
york to see him. we like to draw
together. he drew an earth

and we started talking about

it. he wanted to tell me about
animals that were disappearing,
forests that were being cut
down by people. nano, knows
that i build things. nano asked
if i could build a safe place for
the baji dolphin. he was already
thinking collectively about the
world. in his own way, nano
was adressing some of our
biggest challenges by drawing
them. nano, here is how i think
architecture can respond to
some of these realities of today

and tomorrow.
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look up !

the Bestest

‘We have the cleanest, purest, most crystal clear
air in the world, we are the greatest people

by far, we are America’. This is an extract from
one of the latest speeches by the American
President. Clouds provide a revealing indication
of the current state of the atmosphere. An
isoneph is ‘a line on a map connecting points
that have the same average percentage of
cloudiness.’ The isoneph of 50% cutting through
the American continent reveals the complexities
of this ‘crystal clear air’. The cumulus, a visible
mass of minute droplets, in the atmosphere

of a planetary body or similar space might
inevitably disappear with the rapid increase in
temperature. Through a series of speculative
‘potentials’ injected in the continental landscape,
this project seeks to look at these changes,

the politics behind these processes but also

at the plethora of clouds in our atmosphere,
such as the data clouds or the atomic clouds.
This isoneph projects narratives on the future

of the sovereignty of water between states,
measuring cloud coverage through invisible
latency, institutionalizing cloud reserves, sensing
ephemerality and carbon dioxide as a partisan
political device. The clouds are in medias res,
they are constantly ‘in the midst of things’ and
reveal the political implications of these clouds
above, under or sometimes floating in our heads.

afluoromethane,
enh s he

The Bestest

model of the bathymetry and topography of North America produced by our class.
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computer models lead by Schneider at Caltech explains that if CO2 reaches 1,200 parts per million - three times the current level, - which we are going toward- these very high levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide could suppress the formation of clouds.
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before satellites we looked at the world, and the sky

upwards. Through satellite, now, we looked at our
world downwards. This shift articulates clouds today.
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"\wg. lh. \ A~ @h@
cleanest,

purest,
most crystal
clear air

in the woric
we are the
greatest
people by far,
we are
America’.

United States President,
hesauonds First Rally Campaign in Colorado, June 2019

increase
oxyfluoride levels

The Bestest

€O, carbon dioxide
released by

a pharmaceutical
manufacturer in
AR, USA

the water cloud is a potential storage of water used at the continental divide to harvest clouds and fog, it is also used to measure cloud coverage.
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CTIA operates as an institution and as such organizes conferences and some privileged seemless cruise parties along the pacific. these cruises are tools to use seemless phone labour, latency and parties as tools.
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,000 ft above

f atmospheric cloud that form at

Cirrus Is a genus o

any altitude between 16,500 ft and 45

sea level.
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this ‘cristal clear’ glass monument reveals the seamless equal divide of rain water collected by large reservoirs at the USA/Canada border
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in medios res, in the midst of things
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look up !

we are all at home and our only relationship to the exterior is through our windows.

The Bestest

The clouds are in medias res, they are constantly ‘in the
midst of things’ and reveal the political implications of
these clouds above, under or sometimes floating in
our heads.
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look up ! i)

saloua

concrete, wood, fabric, plastic and metal. each
week, we had to come up with an object that
fits in 12" x 12" x 12", i decided to approach
this exercise as a dialogue with Saloua Raouda
Choucair, a Lebanese artist and one of the
first abstractionists in the Arab world. She had
recently passed away and | had not gotten
the chance to meet her. This speculative and
poetic exercise became the lieu for a dialogue
with her. Our exchanges where mostly on
material quality, shapes, modernism, poetry
and where shared, enhanced by the presence
of my peers and professors.

mmmmmm

ccccc

50

concrete. he dropped his zaatar manouche in-situ. saloua, did
you see it?

plastic. she just delivered your package. the order tt3810b5
your ‘poem of nine verses’, tufa stone, 1963 must have
fell out of the box! funny enough, i just found these nine = .o

pppppppppppppp

remaining pieces. saloua do you think its a coincidence? e

metal. he played your favorite song, oum khaltoum'’s al atlal.
the whole room was supplied with the melancholic chants.
even the ducts were waltzing. saloua, can you still hear it ?
can your poems dance?

wood. i remember when that bullet went right into the pink
rectangle in your painting. how many bullets can go threw
my cube before it fails, saloua?

textile. you must be looking down at me, i imagine you
sitting on a cloud, or between two fragile cubic clouds,
smiling and absorbing what is around you. saloua, will you
remember me?

Saloua USA

LS
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look up ! today, our only relationship to the
outside is through our windows. I look up, now,
1l see aerosols, | see Zeus, | see alarming co2
levels, what we see out of our windows is the
context that we as architects must constantly
dialogue with. when we look out, we speculate.
Through drawing, we render visible particles
floating around us, i~ " » hat our own eyes
might not see. speclﬂ?{*‘ awarough architectural
‘notentials’ injected §#* f_ g SB¥become tools to
iIncrease recognitior® . ¢ shared urgent
realities. our biggest@@ ™™g hallenge today is
addressing the climate crisis. look up, you see
hope too! within this climate urgency, we design
for even more uncertainty. for crisis as usual.
Speculation can carve out spaces where the
role of politics and transnational connections
are visible and re—direct them towards better
outcomes for people and the environment.
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mens sana

this is a public hall on the lake of
chicago, il. the studio attempts to use
material research and exploration as

a tool of production. this public hall

is made of dust, cleaning detergent,
more dust, plaster, some concrete and
probably something else. the public hall
produced exists as a physical reality,
the very reality of the architecture

lays ‘with the material produced and
the process of its production’. this
public hall is made of a series of walls
and columns, it has a large hole in the
middle of the slab. this hole opens to
the lake. it becomes the main hall space
where people congregate . this hall is
also a celebration of banality, and the
grotesque of ‘dusty’ un-used spaces.
like some halls, this hall believes in the
latin saying ‘mens sana in corpore sano’
(a healthy mind in a healthy body). this
project attempts to answer what is a
healthy debate in an un-healthy space.
the dust is gathered in, on, under,
above the walls and slabs and is an
integrated ever growing part of these
living members.

Mens Sana

oxide,
nnnnnnnn

oooooo

iiiii
eeeeeeeeee
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Mens Sana
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dust is made of fine particles of solid matter. it consists of particles in the atmosphere that come from various sources such as soil or dust lifted by wind.

Mens Sana

|
|
|

this is dust collected (using a swiffer) at my apartment at 614 W 113 street 1F after a few months of vacancy during the winter break.

USA

69



Mens Sana




- ook, look
ibrahim! these
are rain guns

of water falling
from the clouds,
there is an
elephant next
to the people.
they are playing
together.

here on the left
there is snow
because it is far
from the sun, so
it won't melt.

adnan
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Lebanon

Sectarian Ecologies
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sectarian ecologies

Imagine cutting a small cake into
18 slices. Lebanon is amongst the
most religiously diverse countriesin
the world, recognizing 18 religious
sects (and represented in nine major
sectarian parties)'. Whilst this diver-
sity provides social richness it also
embeds social delineation between
Lebanon’s citizens. Whilst the civ-
il war has ostensibly ended? today
the political leaders of Lebanon’s
sects effectively rule over local ter-
ritories. These leaders are known
as ‘zaims’ in Arabic. The power of
a zaim (mostly men? is legitimized
through his family’s history and the
‘performed act’® of the Lebanese
constitution which guarantees par-
liamentary seats and political posi-
tions to them - in effect creating a
form of modern feudality. The legit-
imacy of a zaim is reinforced by ‘sec-

1C tt, Melani. Comg ionate C li Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, (2014)

2 Krayem, Hasan. “The Lebanese Civil War and the Taif Agreement.” In Conflict Resolution in the Arab World, edited by Paul Salem, 411-35. Beirut:
American University of Beirut, (1997)

3 Zaim are almost all men and as such this research will use the masculine pronoun to designate him.

4 Arendt, Hannah, “The Decline of the Nation State and the End of the Rights of Man,” in The Origins of Totalitarianism (San Diego: Harcourt Brace
& Company, 267 - 302. (1966)

Sectarian Ecologies

o)

Imagine cutting a small cake into 18 slices. Lebanon is
amongst the most religiously diverse countries in the world,
recognizing 18 religious sects (and represented in nine ma-
jor sectarian parties)’. Whilst this diversity provides social
richness it also embeds social delineation between Leba-
non’s citizens. Whilst the civil war has ostensibly ended®
today the political leaders of Lebanon’s sects effective-
ly rule over local territories. These leaders are known as
‘zaims’ in Arabic. The power of a zaim (mostly men? is legit
imized through his family’s history and the ‘performed act’"°
of the Lebanese constitution which guarantees parliamen-
tary seats and political positions to them - in effect creat-
ing a form of modern feudality. The legitimacy of a zaim is
reinforced by ‘sectarian difference’"'. Zaim power feeds on
generating stronger bonds to the sect'? than the state, thus
dividing the Lebanese people. A manifestation of this is the
shaping of territory by the zaim in order to embed their
political hegemony. Bou Akar explains this as the produc-
tion of ‘sectarian geographies’, where an unstable regime is
constantly being ‘made and unmade’*3.

Lebanon is reduced to a cake where zaims are fighting
for the best slice. A zaim rules over his sect, his ‘followers’"
and his territory. Fundamentally he is ruling over all organ-
isms that exist in his environment. The slicing process pro-
duces sectarian ecologies and damages the environment of
different areas to varying extents. This research attempts
to render visible these disseminated environmental damag-
es along sectarian lines. Ecological discourse in Lebanon is
almost nonexistent and only surfaces when zaims enter con-
flict over the exploitation of a forest, river or mountaintop.
Environmental laws in Lebanon are extremely limited and
what exists suffer from lack of enforcement. Into this void

1C t, Melani. Comg i e Ci i Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University
Press, (2014)

2 Krayem, Hasan. “The Lebanese Civil War and the Taif Agreement.” In Conflict Resolution in the Arab World, edited by
Paul Salem, 411-35. Beirut: American University of Beirut, (1997)

3 Zaim are almost all men and as such this research will use the masculine pronoun to designate him.

4 Arendt, Hannah, “The Decline of the Nation State and the End of the Rights of Man,” in The Origins of Totalitarianism
(San Diego: Harcourt Brace & Company, 267 - 302. (1966)

¢ Wehbe, Mohamad. “Living Sectarianism: Lebanon’s Demographic Cold War.” Al-Akhbar English, September 5, (2011)

7C t, Melani. Compassi e C lism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University
Press, (2014)

8 Krayem, Hasan. “The Lebanese Civil War and the Taif Agreement.” In Conflict Resolution in the Arab World, edited by
Paul Salem, 411-35. Beirut: American University of Beirut, (1997)

? Zaim are almost all men and as such this research will use the masculine pronoun to designate him.

° Arendt, Hannah, “The Decline of the Nation State and the End of the Rights of Man,” in The Origins of Totalitarianism
(San Diego: Harcourt Brace & Company, 267 - 302. (1966)

1 Bou Akar, Hiba. For the War Yet to Come Planning Beiruts Frontiers. Stanford University Press, (2018).

2 Wehbe, Mol . “Living Sectar iani Leb 1's Demographic Cold War.” Al-Akhbar English, September 5, (2011)
3 Bou Akar (2018)

4 Edmond Rabbath, La Formation Historique du Liban Politique et Constitutionnel [The historical formation of Lebanon,
political and constitutional] (Beirut: L'Université Libanaise, (1986)

Lebanon

68
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The first slice is a wedding venue in Christian northern Leb-
anon which displays how sectarian drivers have facilitated
severe environmental damage on a river ecosystem. The
second slice is a private rest house and resort abutting a
nature reserve in Shia southern Lebanon. Here, the ostensi-
ble environmental benefit of a new nature reserve appears
undermined by the sectarian political objectives of the zaim
who created it. The two examples provide different insights
into the intersection and interdependencies of sectarian
politics in Lebanon today and its impacts on Lebanon'’s eco-
systems. Yet despite their differences, both illuminate the
impact of sectarianism on Lebanon’s ecosystem - often to
the detriment of the Lebanese state and people.

Case study #1 presents a slice of the Lebanese cake where
sectarianism damages the environment through a wedding
venue.

ab,!gbl Wb Ol ofgS] Al Olo olgSl Al Olo ol eS| Al Ul gl g% Al Sl ol 45| mibul...-r,l,nl

A S an g (S0 A A (A0 g Ao A
553 Al Gl o155 A Sl Syl D Sl olgS! Al Sl IsSy] A Sl o195 bl Sl st |

155] Al Ol gl gyt Al Sl glsSy Al Ol ofeSyl Al Ol oleyl Al Ol olgyl A Ol oleSyl AL

Weddings are a foundation of Lebanese society and econ-
omy. Couples are expected to have large weddings and
parties with guest lists of hundreds. It is often the great-

Sectarian Ecologies

o=l

est single expense that any Lebanese couple will bear, with
people taking out ‘wedding mortgages’26. The cheapest of
weddings generally cost at least $20,000, which is above
the average annual salary of many public sector workers
such as teachers and soldiers27. In this way weddings act as
a major Lebanese industry, which produce their own envi-
ronmental externalities. There is pressure and expectation
for weddings to be lavish and extravagant, to reflect well
on the generosity and success of the couple and their fam-
ilies. Marriages are also an expression and reinforcement
of sectarianism in Lebanon. Civil marriages are not possi-
ble in Lebanese law. All marriages must be performed by
a religious authority, and therefore can only take place be-
tween a couple of the same sect. Those wishing to have a
civil marriage must marry outside the country. In cases of
interfaith relationships, either partner must convert to the
faith of the other in order to marry. This sectarian nature
of weddings supports Lebanon’s zaim embed their control.
Weddings guests are primarily from the same sect as the
newlyweds, and weddings can provide ample opportunity
for building networks within the sect - this can include mak-
ing business deals or finding your future husband or wife.
Lebanon’s zaims often sponsor weddings to reinforce their
loyalty, and gratitude to the sect.?®

The Legend is a prime wedding venue situated along the
Nahr el Kalb river in the majority Christian Kesrouan district

north of Beirut, Lebanon. It is situated
The Legend is a prime wedding venue

situated along the Nahr el Kalb river
in the majority Christian Kesrouan dis-
trict north of Beirut, Lebanon. It is sit-
uated at the end of a gorge of before
the river meets the Mediterranean
This area is of historical importance*. On the hills nearby
a series of commemorative stelas have been carved into
the mountain. The oldest are Roman and Greek inscriptions.
The Legend venue abuts a Roman bridge and faces a Ro-
man aqueduct. The Legend’s website quotes Julius Caesar’s
‘I came, | saw, | conquered’. The venue, and the sectarian

" ‘What do | get?’, Bank Audi Website https://www.bankaudi.com.lb/personal-banking/loans/home-loans/home-loan-
in-usd. (2016)

2 Wehbe (2011)

* Hubbard, Ben 'Here Comes the Bride. And the Bride. And the Bride. Mass Weddings Boom in Leb ', New York
Times, 15 Sept 2019. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/15/world/middI t/leb ddings.html

4 'The stelae by the river were I|sted in the Memory of the World UNESCO initiative’. UNESCO Website, 2005 http://

www.unesco.org/new/en/: d-information/flagship-project-activities/memory-of- the world/reg|ster/
full-list-of-registered-heritage/registered-heritage-page-2/ ativ-.--st la-of-nahr-el-kalb on/

Lebanon
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cal leader who provides both general and personal
services. the leader’s power is based on the loyalty of his clientele
and the relationship held with the state or central authorities. the
style of ‘leadership’ is personal rather than party-based. Such a lead-
er may have a religious or community base or transcend confessional
boundaries by having a local or geographic base.

zaim are particularly pronent in Lebanon. this is a document asking
students that wish to return back ‘home’ during COVID-19, to com-
plete this document as soon as possible. states collecting personal
information that is later stored in data centers and used by the zaims
for electoral favors.

Sectarian Ecologies
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politics it represents, has truly conquered the ecosystem
surrounding it, causing great damage. The venue itself is
extensive and operates year-round. Yet the degree of Nahr
el Kalb’s toxicity was made clear when .

newspapers reported the water had | "%
turned luminous green in 2018 and sea S,
and animal life has effectively disap- S
peared from the area. People no longer

swim in the sea nearby with swimming
pools next to beaches being constructed instead. In 2015

Lebanon ran out of landfill space, leading to trash moun-
tains appearing around the country, including in the Nahr
el Kelb valley.5 A UNDP reporté on the impact of climate
change on Lebanon highlights that most Lebanese rivers
are tending towards a reduction in groundwater levels. For
Nahr el Kalb the river shrunk by over 7,000 cubic meters
in 2003. The Legend is actively participating in the slow
desiccation process of the river. One way it has done this
is through providing constructed special ‘river stages’ for
weddings which temporarily dam the river on one end so
that weddings can be conducted around the Roman bridge,
and provide more space for the wedding.Importantly, it
also disrupted the local ecosystem, causing desiccation of
lands and reducing its arability. It also affects the growth of
riparian plants7 in this area. The venue has also imported

several non-native plants such as the olive trees or Cycas
revoluta palm trees along the venue’s

edge facing the river, giving an illusion
of lushness for wedding guests, when
in reality fauna is significantly reduced
and the river flow slight. Wealthy Leb-
anese are able to fill this gap by having
access to a generator, often supplied by
companies affiliated with the local zaim. In this case, these
two generators produce around 7725 Ib of carbon dioxide
per night.® This amount of carbon dioxide release is almost
equivalent to a Boeing 747 flight from New York to Wash-
ington DC. The activities in a Lebanese wedding also play a
significant role in contributing to CO2 release. These carbon
dioxide emissions can be revealing, similar to ‘a fingerprint
on a crime’ as explained by Lahoud.? A central ceremonial

? Lahoud, Adrian ‘Scale as Problem, Architecture as Trap’ in “Climate Change and the Figuration of Community” in
Climates: Architectures and the Planetary Imaginary, ed. James Graham. New York and Zurich: Columbia Books on
Architecture and the City and Lars Miiller Publishers, (2016)
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practice during these weddings is the orchestrated arrival
of guests. The Legend is reached by car, and upon arrival
the guests are met by valets who park the guests’ cars. But
the guest will need to wait in their car for an average of ten
minutes until the valet takes their car. In this ten minutes,
a car produces on average 1 pound of carbon dioxide™. If
there are 400 cars (900 people invited approximately) then
during the arrival process 4000pounds of carbon dioxide is
produced at this one location. Once through this process the
guests are met by the families of the groom and bride and
then move into the cocktail area where networking starts.
These operational processes therefore produce new sectar-

ian networks, small talks and carbon dioxide. Leftover food
w=mm 560 guests for approximatively 500 guests invit-

ed’. The heating and preparation of these dishes,
as well as the containment of such large quanti-
ties in plastic containers, then their transportation
to and from the wedding venue before later dis-
posing of them creates large wastage and CO2.
If requested, The Legend provides ‘optional addi-
tional services to be paid separately’. This ‘extra’
feature is widely taken up by the wedding orga-
nizers as Lebanese culture is noted for its passion
for ‘extra’ and excessiveness, when it comes to display of
wealth and power. 'Of course, | want it all, with all the ex-
tra’"", said Kareem a young Lebanese fiancé preparing for
his wedding at The Legend. With this symptomatic ‘extra’,
comes the ‘extra’ pressure on the ecosystems.

Alongside direct damage to the river and the production
of CO2 emissions, weddings at The Legend produce sig-
nificant sound and light pollution which have damaged
the local ecosystem. This noise pollution is detrimental to
the slowly inexistent wildlife of the river. As such, acoustic
overexposure interferes with the ‘'normal activities''? of an-
imals and cause imbalance in communication, reproduction
and navigation of certain native species. The Silene reute-
riana (Boiss) for instance is a prevalent species in Mount
Lebanon that flourishes on sandstone in middle mountain
regions’. The growth of such native species depends on
pollination by animals who have now left the area due to
the noise. Migrating birds, some of which feed mostly at

" Interview by author

2 Barton, Brandon. ‘Testing the AC/DC hypothesis: Rock and roll is noise pollution and K a trophic
Ecology and Evolution. (2018)

2 Gil (2018)
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night, might have to change direction', as some noctur-
nal species can no longer feed in these areas. A Lebanese
wedding is not complete without the grandiose finale of
fireworks. The Legend’'s contract explains that only ‘Vol-
cano and Waterfalls: “Pyrotechnics” fireworks are allowed
and they are ‘exclusively’ provided by the Christian-owned
J&J Company. In the contract, Article 4 is entitled ‘Climate
Change’. In it, The Legend owners explain that under no

weather change.’ Cautiously, it is true that they
are not to be blamed for the heavy rains experi-
enced during Samir and Patricia’s ‘fairytale unique
breathtaking wedding’ ceremony (‘at 15$ per sqm
for the tent and 10$ for the flooring’ the wedding
kept going). Nonetheless, it appears that The Leg-
end Venue will have to take some responsibility
for the long-term ‘climate change’ in the atmo-
sphere and ecosystems of the area. The respon-

Carbon dioxide is a colorless gas
with a density about 60% higher
than that of dry air. Carbon di-
oxide consists of a carbon atom
covalently double bonded to two
oxygen atoms. It occurs naturally
in Earth’s atmosphere as a trace
gas. Carbon dioxide contributes
to air pollution in its role in the
greenhouse effect. Carbon diox-
ide traps radiation at ground lev-
el, creating ground-level ozone.
This atmospheric layer prevents
the earth from cooling at night.
... Oceans absorb carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere. Most of
this air pollution we cause results
from the burning of fossil fuels,
such as coal, oil, natural gas, and
gasoline to produce electricity
and power our vehicles. Carbon
dioxide (CO2) is a good indicator
of how much fossil fuel is burned

o o o o nd emitted result. Carbon
sibility of these damages are shared, distributed i Sood Ticaor of

how much fossil fuel is burned

and are a result of larger sectarian political impli- =" "ow much are emitted.

cations. These weddings operate as part of larger ‘tread-
mill of production’ consumer-oriented societies and largely
‘accelerate the pace of ecocide’. They stand as ecosystems
‘of evidence'’s by revealing the constellation of actors in-
volved. If a slice of the cake is divided here, it is cut again
into smaller bites and redistributed to local Christian en-
trepreneurs. This power-play between the zaim, the wed-
ding venue owner and the services involved demonstrate
the spatial decoupage and interconnections of the sectarian
political order. One that is constantly ‘reconfigured and re-
produced’® as ecocides in local ecosystems.

Case study #2 presents a different slice of the Lebanese cake
where sectarianism again impacts on the environment, but
with claims of environmental protection. Tyre is Lebanon’s
fifth largest city. It is located 52 miles south of Beirut on the
coast. It is an ancient Phoenician sea port, with extensive
Roman ruins. Tyre hosts one of the only ‘public’ beaches in
Lebanon, and despite trash littering the water, Beirutis reg-
ularly flock to its beaches given its seawater is considered
relatively ‘clean’. Tyre has undergone a transformation in its
political landscape since the end of the Lebanese Civil War
Today Tyre is predominantly a Shia city and is the effective

5 Keenan, Thomas, “Mobilizing Shame,” South Atlantic Quarterly 103, no. 2/3 (Spring/Summer 2004): 435
16 Bou Akar (2018)
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capital of the Shia ‘Amal’ political party"’.
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The city is bathed in green flags, not intended to reflect
support for the environmental, but rather to represent the
Amal party. Walls are covered with pictures of Amal’s zaim,
Nabih Berri, as well as “martyrs” from Lebanon’s many con-
flicts with Israel. Berri is the Speaker of
the Lebanese Parliament, the most se-
nior position for Shia since the role came
into existence following the Taif Accord
which divided political power between
Lebanon'’s sects in 1992. Tyre's physical

landscape has also changed to reflect this new political real-
ity. The wife of Nabih Berri, Randa Berri, has played a prime
role in the city’s development via her real estate develop-
ment company. For example, a contract to build a section
of the coastal motorway was ‘awarded to’ Randa Berri's
firm to a value of over $100 million in excess of construc-
tion costs. Yet one of the clearest symbols of the ‘zaim sec-
tarianism’ of post-war Tyre is the construction of the Tyre
Rest House & Resort and the corresponding creation of a

Lebanon
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serve and thereby offers extra protection for the reserve.
In Tyre, the buffer zone is in a particularly polluting25 form
of a parking area that attaches to the non-permanent beach
clubs that serve beverages and food to visitors. The park-
ing is also used by some visitors of the Tyre Rest House &
Resort. The area does not operate as an effective "buffer”
for the nature reserve. Further, the actual environmental
benefits of the creation of the TCNR are questionable. One
of the key purposes of TCNR is to provide a nesting site
for the endangered loggerhead and
green sea turtles. Yet local conser-
vationists highlight that the segre-
gated space dedicated for this is
too small26, and pales in compari-
son to the space dedicated for the

public beach with taxable beach
tions continue to struggle. Local conservationists claim that

a larger increase to turtle populations came when Israel in-
vaded in 200627 and TCNR was not accessible to the pub-
lic. Similarly, to the case of The Legend, the proximity of

a prime ecological site to a private property is not coinci-
dence. The manifestation of the sectarian zaim allows for
such overlaps and uses the seemingly pristine ‘picturesque’
sandy beach, seafront, river or lake as a backdrop to busi-
ness activities, a land to exploit and a visual trophy to his
These venues have entered and disrupted # buffer zone is generally 2 zon-

al area that lies between two or

more areas (often, but not neces-

local ecologies, whether it is on a beach- sy countrics), but depending
on the type of buffer zone, it may
serve to separate regions or con-

front, in a forest or on a mountain causing 5. Eomon vpes of bur-

fer zones are demilitarized zones,

irreparable damage. And yet this research boréer zones and certain restric

tive easement zones and green
belts. Such zones may be, but not

has also sought to show that the solution is recessariy, comprised by a sover-

gigfrfl state, foLming a buffer state.
not the creation of protected environmental ..o bl By
can be set up to prevent violence,

spaces if these are based on sectarian ge- rroi< the environment, shield

residential and commercial zones
from industrial accidents or nat-

ographies, as is the case in TCNR. At pres- uel disesters, or isolate prisons,

and have us:fs in severafl other

H I H 1 scenarios. Buffer zones often re-

ent the zaim’s approach continues to be ‘let i % triioied regions
that are themselves noteworthy

them eat cake’) the people are clear that i mery increcsingy developed
they want a new governance, based on an

buffer zone is intended to avert.

end to corruption. These sectarian ecologies present new
challenges Lebanon’s ecological order, yet the democratiza-
tion of space may provide opportunities for better relation-
ships to the environment and an end to sectarian ecocide.
This research reveals how these sectarian ecologies have
produced unsustainable local regimes and ecosystems.
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a replica of a banal object can inform, help re-
define and reshape the object. the production
of facsimiles especially those relying on
complex digital techniques such as scanning,
can be the most fruitful way to explore the
original object. this (right) is an attempt to
understand and render visible the circuits

of production/provenance, distribution and
use of ginger in today’s imperatives. ginger
is an herbaceous plant with a tuberous root
native to the humid tropical climates. zingiber
officinale -the scientific name given to ginger-
also ‘inhabites’ magical and soothing qualities
that are highlighted here through this replica.
this resin based 3D print of the 3D scanned

% replica is placed in shear vicinity to the ‘real’

gingers, revealing the complexities of the
ginger’s shape, use and hints to its mystical
qualities.

this is a complete 3D scan of the window
niche at my apartement. a domestic studio is
put together in this ground floor apartment.
the kitchen table becomes the studio table
the back of the last printed pin-up becomes
the background, the cans of beans become
the tripod, the nightstand and window light
become the lighting equipment.

a shared window with the passers, who's
smiles appear behind the masks when they see
the maquette for studio being photographed.
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kitchen pariiament

We propose a Kitchen Parliament, where
through a network of spaces strategically
positioned we can enable displaced sectors
of society to be empowered. Within the
context of these open parliaments we
promote visibility to the forgotten issues
that constantly reshuffles the political
power-play in Peru. A domestic subject is
a product of things that surround us. By
displaying common objects and locating
them in new layouts, organizations, inside
or outside areas we are dealing with the
introduction of the idea of monumentality
within the context of mundane objects. By
the displacement of objects we look at the
behaviorology and reaction of the people
caused by a simple mundane device.
By exposing and rendering visible the
existing architecture we inevitably create
a new one, an architecture concerned
with political agency, that addresses
== cultural urgencies as well as engages with
critical components within a society. The
‘Kitchen Parliament’ proposes a space for
conversations, and empowerment through
the activity of cooking, this medium has the
capacity to be political, where the kitchen
no longer serves as simply a nutritious
environment, essentially it loses its main
character in order to open discussions and
dialogues.

110

Kitchen Parliament



e

S
SN

T L Ly

::y:.:.-.!:».I:l..:.-.-...:r;.-..»-...-..u..,.-n..,.‘»?.,.:-.;-..‘-...::il.::-.:.

A Ak e A R

L R T T YLy

A A

PR Ty

._.-..‘N PR

nrer

A A

el i nd B ,.I-R,,!.il L)

wiabd s ,-;ﬂw..b...ﬂ, «.;

A b b

v

LRI LAL

i.
il C?m

‘,
3 L/ —v_

o e

CL L)
b

g ctbadc
(=3

)
080000000000

250008 _x,suc

=)

oog
Ik

2980lolalalo
[
M

T

[
1

LA

NTYIN
A U

LAY DU DR SIU UL

ETRl

2

Dooo0o

i,

Aar

IRy

0 o
{keV|
m ERE

ALl
[

q

OooOROoOA

)

f O o
OO

oogooo#

0o
oo

(|
T
1

=il

AN

ORI NN

f_'l—l.—][—l

(T

(Bl
oo
oo

o

b |
(W}

B

~
SINIHO_




109]9 /193eM pue ‘Buinybi] ueqin 10y MOj[e SUOI}DIDUUOD IS} ‘3XDIUOCD deIPaIWI SH YHM Se [[oM se Juaweljied uaydin| ay3 ulyym yioq padsed sysod o3 3109uuod yiym sajqed Aq pajeasd> Adoued abie| e Aq paianod si a|qey ay3

t

lamen

Kitchen Parl




share !

Kitchen Parliament




share !

gyosibues Sp COpEyES

R wWeys edo= \ i
R IBogwsys Bdos g _:’}Z@j} @g. UM SIS ||
o pupsnoUD E,E uBYy

IO DN BLIUL
BWF o esulrcld

Y@/
Ty jo uonemnded :-9- i i ! ! ! H‘ 7 R
U} JO %L PUNGIE i BNl S 1 L VI

pee) seiendod jifs

AU
@w Sunedesd 1o eBiRyD Ul 842
USIUoM OM] ABPLIE 0L ASPUCH Lo

o jo sexoq 0F

‘(ezeyy 0F) @

: Bxio6) yesym
%&u Q) iéjw_a [ PuB suzaq
(seip] 09E) oW

n & ,_——""_/
g By sueyoyy ' oyuog ap upded

IB\eJeup Nied U] ' ﬁ’
e \ ;_:306

\)}?y

SiegWelW 000 DS L [L-’Eﬂf‘" W SUUg
BUIUIE OO0 e DUNGIE |

2
]
o
)
©

£

<

x
3
)
2
c
o
c
o
o
£
o
v)

s

2
B

=
v

=

x
3
0
@
o
)
o
<
[
"
©

°
3
0
©
0

2
]
<
)
o
=
E

®
=
3

=
3
v)
o

£
=
@

T
<
o
=

T
c
<
o

£
@
o
o
x
o
>

K]
£
=
o

k-

N}
o

T
1]
-
©
>

2
o
c
<

T
<
3
e
<
T
@
N
<
]
o
=
o
2
x
9
[
-
c
@
v
1]
<
=
=
©
2
c
]
<
]
x
=
]
£
-

Kitchen Parliament







211

vl\.\.lll\
- WO\
&l
%
T
1,
F,_. .\w 3
+ e
Lo Bt
AL %
/ HE - Tt F
I
\_ sl e ,
\ ___+ + N\F . s+
H + +X+. + %
\\\fM - + | + + N+
[ + s S N
¥ + g
7 _./T,.+ = + G NN
T T ) N
|_._“\\ b D.,l 2.636 . p
=g s
l_l
{ = ___
Vo i S B £



share !

Kitchen Parliament

the Kitchen Parliament aims to build alliances with political organizations, civic platforms, activist groups and cultural workers.
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CH,, methane,
when leaks into
the air, absorbs.
the sun's at,
warms the
atmosphere
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MIC, methyl
isocyanate emmited
by a rubber factory
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—share! a need of being together even in
discomfort. Collectivity and the capacities

of working together is essential. Rethinking
intimacy and repartition of roles in public
spaces through our kitchen parliiament has
revealed the importance of caring and repeating
conversations. we share the planet as adnan
puts it. we share tho . "1g particles of
biomass burning, du nts produced by

fossil fuels and was s, political fallout
affects the environr  *. - hitecture can
address some of tha 43 S such as ocean

contamination, toxic air, carbon dioxide release or
oulr relations to wild ecosystems. we as humans
are part of larger ecosystems with animails,
plants, microbes and particles. architecture
becomes the tool for negotiations, sites of
visibility and alliances. sharing a mean to operate
within rituails, territories and dialogues.



—stay safe! definition: 1. expression of a wish for
the continued welfare of a fellow human being,.
2. free from harm or risk. 3. a friendly farewell,
expressing carefulness for a person to not get
into trouble. Let us embrace and work within
the complexities of our worlid. proximity and
collective behavior is empowering. this current
health crisis render: ome of these larger
global and systemic Jresponsible for
global carbon emiss data consumption,
our financial operatiy fbites of
accumulation and exji " 2gh we can conceive
these spaces for relie t ese conversations.

we can also create alllances with other study
spheres. our biggest shared challenge today

is still addressing the climate crisis. crisis as
usual. we as architects should aim to be astute
diplomats constantly engaging with complex and
uncertain geopolitical absurdities.




| The Blue Marble by the crew of Apollo 17 (1972) &2
A Vol



