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Preface

How We Talk about . . . 
Reinhold Martin

How do we talk about architecture? Housing? Cities?  
Culture? Politics? As the evidence collected here testifies, 
Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream, an exhibition  
that ran at the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New 
York from 15 February–13 August 2012, and was co- 
organized by MoMA architecture curator Barry Bergdoll 
and myself, offered an occasion for many people to  
talk about many things. Or, I should say, to write about  
many things, since that is what is collected here: bits  
and pieces of text written by a wide variety of individuals  
about and around the exhibition and its premise.

These comments testify to how we talk about, write about, 
and otherwise debate culture and politics, aesthetics  
and economics, design and policy. They also demonstrate,  
tacitly, what we do not allow ourselves to discuss, what  
we conveniently ignore, forget, or otherwise remove from  
the table. The comments were compiled by the Temple 
Hoyne Buell Center for the Study of American Architecture 
at Columbia University, a research institution that had pro-
vided a “script,” The Buell Hypothesis, to be interpreted by 
the five architect-led teams who designed new housing 
for five different American suburbs for the exhibition at 
MoMA. Details on the script, the design teams, the process, 
the public workshops, and the exhibition are available in  
the catalogue, Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream 
(Museum of Modern Art, 2012). The material collected here 
differs from that in the catalogue, insofar as here we record 
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what others—not the curators, not the participants, but  
members of different publics—had to say about the show  
and the issues it addressed. 

We initially compiled this material, which runs from  
printed articles to blogs to reader comments to tweets, as  
a record by which to gauge our efforts. The goal of The  
Buell Hypothesis and of the exhibition was, from our point  
of view, to “change the conversation” about housing  
and suburbanization in the United States in the context of the 
ongoing financial crisis. More specifically, it was to  
put the question of public or social housing on the table  
in a new way, with the help of concrete architectural  
proposals. 

As a result, we had before us a controversial and widely 
reviewed exhibition that we had co-organized and therefore 
knew intimately.  Through the course of the exhibition’s 
run, links and references to critical reactions came in on what 
often seemed a daily basis. During the same period, we 
organized a number of follow-up events and discussions,  
together with MoMA and separately, as did others. So  
we also had before us a unique dataset of public reactions to  
a cultural event that touched on some of the most sensitive 
issues of the day. Chronologically, one might observe  
in these reactions a rough, uneven swing from uncritical  
enthusiasm to (sometimes) righteous skepticism to— 
gradually—deeper reflection, though I must admit that I 
remain personally unsatisfied about the limited extent of 
the latter, presumptuous as that may be.
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Mirroring the contours of official discourse in the United 
States, the exhibition was celebrated in The Nation and 
attacked on the Fox Business Network. Nevertheless, our 
ultimate purpose here is not to measure public reaction,  
pro or con, and thereby accede to the metrics that dominate 
cultural and political discourse alike. Rather, it is to hold  
up a magnifying glass to the public sphere itself. It is to  
inquire into what can and cannot be discussed in public, in 
a variety of arenas and by a variety of stakeholders, around 
a subject that carries undeniable urgency and yet, is usually 
framed in an extraordinarily narrow and instrumental  
manner. If the material interests you, I therefore urge you 
also to note the silences, institutional and otherwise, that 
show boldly through the debate. And to ask: What is being 
assumed here? By whom? And for what historical reasons?

Other than organizing the material according to thematic 
categories, we have refrained from interpreting the data. 
Instead, we offer it to you to reflect and perhaps comment 
upon further. In the exhibition catalogue I noted that  
the overall project was conceived under the distant sign of  
Enlightenment, which the philosopher Immanuel Kant 
described long ago as “mankind’s exit from its self-incurred 
immaturity.” Based on the evidence here and on much else, 
my own provisional conclusion is that the conversation 
around housing in the United States, especially in the sub-
urbs—“ground zero” of the financial crisis—is not, for  
the most part, enlightened. On the contrary, it is arguably 
quite “immature.” Changing it requires changing the  
common sense around which public debates are structured.  
But perhaps as you peruse these assembled comments, 
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shouts and murmurs from interested parties big and small, 
you might join me in discerning glimmers of hope, traces  
of profound thought and of profound commitment that 
force their way onto the page or onto the screen. It is to these 
traces that this document is dedicated, with gratitude to all 
who have helped make them visible along the way.
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For the Record
Leah Meisterlin

With this collection of material, the Buell Center has  
compiled an archive, a snapshot of discussion and debate on 
topics close to home for most Americans. As Reinhold  
Martin notes, this compilation is largely rooted in the Cen-
ter’s need to investigate the results of its attempt to “change 
the conversation” about housing. As such, we who have 
compiled and edited the contents have come to understand 
this project of culling and categorizing as one of data  
collection. To downplay our own biases, we have aimed to 
minimize editorial voice. After all, given our involvement in 
the exhibition that sparked this conversation, as well as the 
nature of the discussion itself, it is difficult—if not impos-
sible—to argue that these issues are not close to home for us 
as well.

Fundamentally, the project seemed simple: The Buell  
Center sought to compile and present the conversation sur-
rounding the Foreclosed exhibition and the workshops that 
led to it. We culled essays, reviews, interviews, and weblog 
posts as well as tweets, photographs, videos, and comments 
from the viewing and reading public. The content ranged 
from multipage art-world reviews of the exhibition to broad-
er essays and broadcasts on the American economy  
that mentioned the show. We collected everything we could  
locate that was published or circulated between the an-
nouncement of the project in April 2011 through the week 
following the show’s closing in mid-August 2012.
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Very early on, two questions emerged with implications  
for our attempt to avoid editorializing. The first was quite 
simple as we took stock of the sheer volume of material: 
What to include? Or rather, if necessary, what to exclude? 
The second question was considerably less straightforward 
as we pored through thousands of comments in response  
to hundreds of articles and began to see just how many  
conversations were taking place: How can we even begin  
to catalogue, organize, and ultimately make sense of  
and learn from “how we talk about” a given issue when  
that seemingly singular issue comprises most facets  
of American life? 

The Buell Center’s approach to these two questions  
has shaped this collected dataset. Thus, some description  
of our decisions—the dataset’s “metadata”—is in order.

The comments and conversations are presented here in  
strict chronology. They constitute far more than a represen-
tative sample, but also far less than an exhaustive collection. 
Because the “official” perspectives of the exhibition  
(including those of the Museum of Modern Art, the Buell 
Center, the curators, and the architect-led teams) are  
compiled in the exhibition catalogue and on the Museum’s 
website, we have largely opted to highlight the reviews,  
responses, and reactions to the show and the conversations 
that took place beyond these “official” venues. As a result, 
many of the blog posts published on the Museum’s  
website during the workshop phase have been omitted, as 
have most of the Museum’s tweets. Likewise, many  
published mentions of the exhibition containing only  
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reprinted language from MoMA press releases have not 
been included. 

However, the goal of focusing on the wider conversation  
is balanced by the need to properly frame that conversation 
relative to the exhibition. Thus, particularly in the early  
portions of the timeline, a small handful of descriptive  
articles and framing blog posts has been included to supply 
that context. Additionally, essays featured on the MoMA/
PS1 blog after the conclusion of the workshop phase appear 
within this collection, since they include reflections by  
collaborators and team members and thereby bring individ-
ual voices into the discussion. In the spirit of full disclosure, it 
should also be said that Martin and I have each entered  
the public discussion at different points. Our respective  
essays are therefore included here: Martin’s appears within 
an essay-format roundtable discussion, and mine as lessons 
from the project based on early reactions to the show.

Further, a considerable amount of material included in  
this archive has been quoted or cited as well as reprinted, 
reposted, and retweeted. In these instances, care has been 
taken to indicate which articles have traveled to the far  
reaches of the Internet without necessarily including each 
appearance made by a given text. For example, where  
new reader comments are posted to reprinted text, those 
comments are presented with the original article, as are  
direct comments made via Twitter. 

The follow-up task of organizing and excerpting the  
material took its cue from classification techniques used in 
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quantitative research methods. We looked at the compiled 
dataset in search of its inherent “natural breaks.” Rather than 
asserting an arbitrary classification system or one that would 
be too heavily embedded with our own assumptions, we 
combed through the material, taking note of the topics of dis-
cussion, aiming to let the dataset speak for and classify itself. 
Through the process, related topics were grouped  
together, as were divergent opinions on similar issues.  
In the end, we assembled thirty-three distinct topics of con-
versation woven through the discourse. These topics are 
applied as tags for each excerpt, comment, or tweet in this 
volume and summarized in its index.

The conversation topics are purposefully nonpartisan. In 
other words, excerpts or comments with the same tag may 
contain arguments and opinions either for or against a  
specific issue. Some topics are purely binary: Comments 
that veer into political name-calling, for example, generally 
fall into the category “Liberal versus Conservative.”  
Others are rather broad, made up of several perspectives 
centered around a common theme. For example, the  
label “Homeownership” is applied to a range of comments 
discussing the comparative values of homeownership and 
renting, the financial mechanisms involved in and structural 
barriers to owning a home, opinions on the mortgage  
industry or the alternative ownership models presented  
in the exhibition, and so on. A few topics are the result  
of conversational dynamics enabled by the online forum  
itself. For example, “Internet Banter” is used to indicate 
instances where commenters engage in a back-and- 
-forth—sometimes maintaining the topic of conversation, 
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sometimes simply complimenting an article’s author for a 
well-written piece, and sometimes devolving into heated 
insult-laden exchanges.

What we have hoped to compile—for our own reflection  
and research and for any interested reader—is an archive  
that allows us to trace the many circuitous threads of a con-
versation and begin to untangle how we talk about these  
very contentious, personal, and public issues. These threads 
constitute an almost topological web or network of public 
discourse, with some topics converging repeatedly and  
others being discussed together only within certain contexts. 
One hope is that this archive may serve as a suitable dataset 
for investigating these patterns (e.g., in what contexts  
does housing affordability get linked to transportation infra-
structure and access to jobs?). Toward this end the project’s 
online incarnation features robust sort and search functions 
to aid a reader in navigating the paths of discussion. 

To reiterate: The Buell Center has decidedly refrained from 
drawing conclusions from any preliminary analysis  
of the data. There are, of course, many reasons for this, but  
one in particular is worthy of note: recognition of the  
act of deliberation. How we talk about our culture and its  
many related dimensions, values, and their implications  
is inextricably bound to the production of that culture. This 
compilation includes several conversations that, upon  
cursory glance, resemble deliberative processes. We offer 
this collection with some hope that its contents may  
be further deliberated, discussed, and debated while the  
conversation continues.
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Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream is announced 
on 25 April 2011.

Pre-Foreclosed
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April 2011



Press and Links, 
The Workshop

The Workshop

Homeownership, 
Infrastructure,  
Scale

Robin Pogrebin, “MoMA Design Program to Promote Rethinking of Housing in Light of 
Foreclosure Crisis,” Arts Beat (blog), New York Times, April 25, 2011, http://artsbeat.blogs.
nytimes.com/2011/04/25/moma-design-program-to-promote-rethinking-of-housing-in-light-
of-foreclosure-crisis/ (accessed June 23, 2012).

A New Conversation

A New Conversation,
Challenge of Suburbia

Cities and Suburbs
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Carrie Bay, “Foreclosure Crisis Sparks Project on ‘Rehousing the American Dream’,” Re-Create 
the Dream (blog), April 26, 2011, http://recreatethedream.com/2011/04/28/foreclosure-crisis-
sparks-project-on-rehousing-the-american-dream/ (accessed June 19, 2012).
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A New Conversation,  
The Workshop
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L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop
R: Press and Links 
 

Allison Arieff, “Suburbia: What a Concept,” Opinionator (blog), New York Times, May 6, 2011, 
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/05/06/suburbia-what-a-concept/ (accessed June 
20, 2012).

Art and ArchitectureArt and Architecture

Andrew Zago, “The Suburbs Are OK,” USA Projects, May 2011, http://www.usaprojects.org/
project/the_suburbs_are_ok (accessed June 20, 2012). Andrew Zago, “The Suburbs Are OK.” 
Zago Architecture Video, 3:49. May 2011, http://bit.ly/shWp50/.

Challenge of 
Suburbia, 
Retrofit or Redesign

Internet Banter, 
Scale

Internet Banter
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The Workshop

Academic Hubris, 
Professional Practice

Role of the Museum

L: Press and Links 
R: Art and 
Architecture, 
Press and Links
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Professional Practice

Academic Hubris, 
Reference and 
Comparison

Internet Banter

Academic Hubris, 
Professional Practice

A New Conversation

Academic Hubris, 
Affordable Housing, 
Infrastructure, 
Internet Banter, 
The Market, 
Reference and 
Comparison, 
Sustainability

The Market
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L: Role of the 
Museum, 
Press and Links
R: Role of the 
Museum, 
Press and Links

Troy Conrad Therrien, “Architect in the Middle,” Point of View (blog), MetropolisMag.com, May 
24, 2011, http://www.metropolismag.com/pov/20110524/architect-in-the-middle (accessed 
June 20, 2012). Image Credit: Brett W. Messenger. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art.; Brett 
W. Messenger. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art. 

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links
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A New Conversation, 
The Workshop

American Dream, 
Challenge of Suburbia

Internet Banter, 
A New Conversation

Internet Banter

Press and Links, 
Reference and 
Comparison

Scale

Affordable Housing, 
Jobs

June 2011
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L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links, 
The Workshop

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: The Exhibition, 
Internet Banter, 
Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links
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L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop
R: Press and Links, 
The Workshop

Press and Links, 
The Workshop

L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop
R: Press and Links, 
The Workshop

The Workshop

The Exhibition, 
Press and Links

Barry Bergdoll, “Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream,” Inside/Out (blog), MoMA,  
June 9, 2011, http://www.moma.org/explore/inside_out/2011/06/09/foreclosed-rehousing-
the-american-dream (accessed June 24, 2012). Image Credit: Brett W. Messenger.  
© 2011 The Museum of Modern Art.; Brett W. Messenger. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art. 
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Barry Bergdoll, “Foreclosed: Visit the Teams for Open Studios,” Inside/Out (blog), MoMA, June 
17, 2011, http://www.moma.org/explore/inside_out/2011/06/17/foreclosed-visit-the-teams-
for-open-studios/ (accessed June 27, 2012).

Government and 
Policy, 
The Market

American Dream, 
Government 
and Policy, 
Homeownership, 
The Market, 
Responsibility
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A New Conversation

The Market, 
Sustainability

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links,
The Workshop

L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop
R: Press and Links, 
The Workshop

L: Press and Links
R: Affordable Housing, 
Press and Links, 
The Workshop33
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Reinhold Martin, “Foreclosed: Rewriting the Script,” Inside/Out (blog), MoMA, June 23, 2011, 
http://www.moma.org/explore/inside_out/2011/06/23/foreclosed-rewriting-the-script 
(accessed June 25, 2012). Image Credit: Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art; Don 
Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art; Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art; 
Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art.

L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop
R: Internet Banter, 
Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: Affordable Housing, 
Press and Links, 
The Workshop
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Affordable Housing, 
American Dream, 
The Market, 
Responsibility

A New Conversation, 
Role of the Museum

Reference and 
Comparison, 
Scale 
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L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links

Caitlin Blanchfield, “Foreclosed: Between Crisis, Possibility and Revision,” Forum (blog), 
Urban Omnibus, July 5, 2011, http://urbanomnibus.net/2011/07/foreclosed-between-crisis-
possibility-and-revision/ (accessed June 21, 2012). Image Credit: Maria Rapicavoli; Courtesy 
of Galerie Sfeir-Semler, Hamburg and Beirut, and Galerie Polaris, Paris; Don Pollard via The 
Museum of Modern Art Inside/Out (blog); Don Pollard via The Museum of Modern Art Inside/
Out (blog).

Homeownership, 
A New Conversation

Press and Links

Professional Practice

Art and Architecture, 
A New Conversation, 
Role of the Museum
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A New Conversation, 
Reference and 
Comparison, 
Role of the Museum

Role of the Museum

Community 
Participation, 
Role of the Museum

Role of the Museum

L: Press and Links

Comments on Foreclosed

38



L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop, 
R: Press and Links, 
The Workshop

L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop, 
R: Populations and 
Demographics, 
Press and Links

Reference and 
Comparison, 
Role of the Museum

Community 
Participation, 
Internet Banter, 
Role of the Museum

Bob Duggan, “Are Museums America’s Last Hope for Civil Discourse?,” Big Think (blog), July 
11, 2011, http://bigthink.com/ideas/39250 (accessed June 21, 2012). 

L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop
R: Press and Links, 
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L: Press and Links 
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links, 
Professional Practice 
R: Press and Links, 
The Workshop

L: Press and Links 
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: The Exhibition, 
Press and Links, 
The Workshop

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop
R: Press and Links, Comments on Foreclosed
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Government and 
Policy

Government and 
Policy, 
Reference and 
Comparison

American Dream, 
Circulation, 
Cities and Suburbs, 
Sustainability
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Jobs, 
The Market

Internet Banter

Internet Banter, 
Jobs, 
Professional Practice, 
Quality of Life, 
Reference and 
Comparison

American Dream, 
Government and 
Policy, 
The Market, 
Responsibility
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Internet Banter 

Affordable Housing, 
Quality of Life, 
Responsibility, 
Scale, 
Sustainability

Arianna Huffington, “Dispatches from the Changing American Dream: Expanding the National 
Conversation,” The Blog, Huffington Post, August 9, 2011, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
arianna-huffington/dispatches-from-the-chang_b_922745.html/ (accessed June 26, 2012).

Community 
Participation, 
Reference and 
Comparison, 
Top-Down and 
Bottom-Up

Affordable Housing, 
Internet Banter

Comments on Foreclosed
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L: Press and Links 
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links 
R: Press and Links

American Dream, 
Challenge of Suburbia
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American Dream, 
Circulation, 
Family, 
Land Use and Density 

Community 
Participation, 
Quality of Life

Circulation, 
Government and 
Policy,
Quality of Life
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Eric A. Howald, “Reimagining the American Dream,” Keizertimes, August 12, 2011, http://
keizertimes.com/?p=9311/ (accessed June 21, 2012). Image Credit: WORKac; WORKac; 
WORKac.

The Exhibition,
Role of the Museum

Role of the Museum, 
The Workshop

Role of the Museum, 
The Workshop

47

Pre-Foreclosed: August 2011



A New Conversation, 
Role of the Museum

Jeff D. Taylor, ”Glen Lowry, Director of the Museum of Modern Art in It’s Not Just a Museum, 
It’s a Think Tank”, Jeff D. Taylor (tumblr), July 13, 2011, http://www.jeffdtaylor.com/
post/7573223223/if-the-20th-century-was-primarily-about/ (accessed June 21, 2012). 

Robin Cembalest, “It’s Not Just a Museum, It’s a Think Tank,” ARTnews, Summer 2011, 44–46. 
Image Credit: Maggie Lee

A New Conversation, 
Role of the Museum

Press and Links, 
The Workshop
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The Workshop

Populations and 
Demographics

Infrastructure, 
The Market, 
Professional Practice, 
Sustainability

The Market, 
Professional Practice
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L:  Press and Links
R: The Exhibition, 
Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links

Barry Bergdoll, “Foreclosed: Prioritizing Project Elements,” Inside/Out (blog), MoMA, August 
17, 2011, http://www.moma.org/explore/inside_out/2011/08/17/foreclosed-prioritizing-
project-elements/ (accessed June 23, 2012). Image Credit: WORKac; Spirit of Space; Zago 
Architecture; Michael Bell  Visible Weather; MOS.

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links 

L: Press and Links, 
Scale
R: Press and Links 

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links
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September 2011



Professional Practice, 
Sustainability

The Market, 
Professional Practice, 
Sustainability

Professional Practice, 
Role of the Museum
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Academic Hubris

Role of the Museum

A New Conversation, 
Professional Practice, 
Role of the Museum

The Market, 
Professional Practice, 
Sustainability
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Barry Bergdoll, “The Art of Advocacy: The Museum as Design Laboratory,” Places (blog), 
Design Observer, September 16, 2011, http://places.designobserver.com/feature/the-art-of-
advocacy-moma-as-design-laboratory/29638 (accessed June 27, 2012). Image Credit: The 
Museum of Modern Art; The Museum of Modern Art; The Museum of Modern Art; The Museum 
of Modern Art; The Museum of Modern Art; The Museum of Modern Art; Photo by Don Pollard, 
courtesy of The Museum of Modern Art; Photo by Don Pollard, courtesy of The Museum of 
Modern Art.

Art and Architecture, 
Reference and 
Comparison, 
Role of the Museum

Internet Banter, 
A New Conversation, 
Professional Practice

Internet Banter

Press and Links, 
The Workshop

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links, 
The Workshop

The Workshop
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L: Press and Links, 
The Workshop
R: Press and Links, 
The Workshop

Challenge of 
Suburbia, 
Infrastructure,
Land Use and Density, 
Quality of Life

American Dream, 
Homeownership

Circulation, 
Government and 
Policy, 
Land Use and Density

Affordable Housing, 
Challenge of 
Suburbia, 
Sustainability
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Academic Hubris, 
Cities and Suburbs, 
Government and 
Policy, 
Top-Down and 
Bottom-Up

Government and 
Policy, 
Reference and 
Comparison

Cities and Suburbs, 
Populations and 
Demographics, 
Quality of Life, 
Reference and 
Comparison

A New Conversation

Internet 
Banter 

Dan Bischoff, “MoMA Project Starts Rebuilding the American Dream, Starting in Orange,” 
Perspective (blog), NJ.com, September 18, 2011, http://blog.nj.com/perspective/2011/09/
moma_project_starts_rebuilding.html (accessed June 28, 2012). Image Credit: MOS.

Homeownership, 
Populations and 
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The Exhibition, 
Land Use and Density
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Demographics, 
Quality of Life, 
Sustainability
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Cities and Suburbs, 
The Exhibition

Community 
Participation, 
Populations and 
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Silliness and 
Seriousness

Karen Cilento, “Update: Foreclose: Rehousing the American Dream/MoMA,” ArchDaily,
September 19, 2011, http://www.archdaily.com/170180/update-foreclose-rehousing-
theamerican-dream-moma/ (accessed June 21, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in 
publication.
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Press and Links
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Press and Links,
The Workshop

Family, 
Populations and 
Demographics, 
Quality of Life

Community 
Participation, 
Quality of Life

Community 
Participation, 
Internet Banter
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Fred A. Bernstein, “‘Foreclosed’ Reopens the American Dream,” Architectural Record, February 
13, 2012, http://archrecord.construction.com/news/2012/02/Foreclosed-Rehousing-the-
American-Dream.asp/ (accessed July 14, 2012). Image Credit: Image courtesy of Studio Gang 
Architects; Photo by Don Pollard/©The Museum of Modern Art; Image courtesy of MOS; 
Photo courtesy of Communities by Design; Photo courtesy MOS Architects; Photo © James 
Ewing; Photo © James Ewing; Photo courtesy Visible Weather; Photo © James Ewing; Image 
courtesy WORKac; Photo © James Ewing; Image courtesy Zago Architecture; Photo by Don 
Pollard/© The Museum of Modern Art; Photo by Don Pollard/© The Museum of Modern Art; 
Photo by Don Pollard/© The Museum of Modern Art; Photo by Don Pollard/© The Museum of 
Modern Art.
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Blair Kamin, “A Blueprint for a New American Dream; Will Architect Jeanne Gang’s Ideas for 
Cicero Work in the Real World?,” Cityscapes (blog), Chicago Tribune, February 13, 2012, http://
featuresblogs.chicagotribune.com/theskyline/2012/02/a-blueprint-for-a-new-american-
dream-will-architect-jeanne-gangs-ideas-for-cicero-work-in-the-real-w.html/ (accessed June 
20, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Eric Wilson, “New Exhibit at MoMA Highlights Reimagined Suburbs,” 2ndgreenrevolution 
(blog), February 13, 2012, http://2ndgreenrevolution.com/2012/02/13/new-exhibit-at-moma-
highlights-reimagined-suburbs (accessed July 18, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in 
publication.
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20, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Jonathan Massey, “Housing and the 99 Percent,” Places (blog), Design Observer, February 
14, 2012, http://places.designobserver.com/feature/housing-and-the-99-percent/32308/ 
(accessed July 18, 2012). Image Credit: We are the 99 Percent Tumblr archive; Photo by David 
Shankbone, via Wikimedia; Collage courtesy of Jonathan Massey; Photo via Penn State, 
Pennsylvania College of Technology; Photo at Western Michigan University, via The Making of 
Modern Michigan; Photo at Western Michigan University, via The Making of Modern Michigan; 
Photo at Western Michigan University, via The Making of Modern Michigan; Photo via King 
County Museum Collections; Photo via the Library of Congress; Photo via statemuseumpa.
org; Photo courtesy of Daniel Kariko; Photo via Queens Museum; Photo via CUP.
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Felix Salmon (FS): So, I like this. So, you raise a large amount of money up 
front to build everything, and you raise that money by selling shares in the 
real estate investment trust to the broad public, to investors.

Homeownership, 
The Market

FS: Essentially you’re creating public housing here, which doesn’t have 
great connotations. Historically speaking, it hasn’t worked out that well.

MB: The big issue I would get across here is that all housing is financially 
constructed. And in the United States, the single-family house for purchase 
with a mortgage is public. The mortgage deduction on your annual taxes 
means that everybody in this country has subsidized housing.

FS: Well, the homeowners do anyway.
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Government 
and Policy, 
Homeownership

Homeownership, 
Press and Links

“A Radical Approach to Homeownership,” Thomson Reuters (blog), February 15, 2012, http://
blog.thomsonreuters.com/index.php/a-radical-approach-to-homeownership/ (accessed July 
31, 2012). Felix TV, “A radical approach to homeownership.” Reuters TV Video, 7:13. February 
14, 2012. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IG-5l5dAxr0/.

FS: So what you’re doing is you’re going along to the residents of Temple 
Terrace, and you’re saying, “We have this great new model for you. It involves 
shrinking and no longer owning your home.”

Michael Bell (MB): [laughs] You’re trying to make it sound good.
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Keith Carlson, “Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream,” Discussion Forum, Archinect, 
February 15, 2012, http://archinect.com/forum/thread/38161117/foreclosed-rehousing-the-
american-dream/ (accessed June 26, 2012). Felix TV, “A radical approach to homeownership.” 
Reuters TV Video, 7:13. February 14, 2012. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IG-5l5dAxr0/.
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Irina Vinnitskaya, “Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream at MoMA,” ArchDaily, February 
15, 2012,   (accessed June 26, 2012). Image Credit: Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of 
Modern Art; Courtesy of WorkAC; Studio Gang Architects + Joseph Lekas Photography; Don 
Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art; Courtesy of MOS Architects; Courtesy of MOS 
Architects; Studio Gang Architects + Joseph Lekas Photography; Courtesy of WorkAC; Courtesy 
of Michael Bell, Eunjeog Seong, Visible Weather; Courtesy of Zago Architecture; Don Pollard. 
© 2011 The Museum of Modern Art; Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art; Don 
Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art; Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art; 
Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art; Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern 
Art; Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art; Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of 
Modern Art.
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Danielle Rago, “(Sub)urban Realities,” Domus, February 15, 2012, http://www.domusweb.
it/en/architecture/suburban-realities/ (accessed June 26, 2012). Image Credit: A view of 
Orange, New Jersey. Zago Architecture, Property with Properties, model; MOS Architects, 
Thoughts on a walking city, model; WORKac, Nature city, model; Jeanne Gang of Studio Gang 
presents her research at MoMA PS1; Michael Meredith and Hilary Sample of MOS present 
their research at MoMA PS1.
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Sarah Goodyear, “The American Dream, Revised,” The Atlantic Cities, February 15, 2012, http://
www.theatlanticcities.com/housing/2012/02/american-dream-revised/1233/ (accessed June 
26, 2012). Image Credit: The Museum of Modern Art.
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Emelyn Daly, “MoMA’s New Exhibit Scrutinizes the Suburbs,” NearSay (blog), February 15, 
2012, http://newyork.nearsay.com/nyc/hells-kitchen-midtown/arts-culture-moma-new-
exhibit-foreclosed/ (accessed July 19, 2012). Image Credit: Architectural model for WORKac’s 
Nature City for Keizer, Oregon.
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“Beautiful Disaster,” The Village Voice, February 15, 2012, http://www.villagevoice.com/2012-
02-15/voice-choices/beautiful-disaster/ (accessed July 19, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided 
in publication.
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Bryan Bell, “MoMa Misses by 99%,” Point of View (blog), MetropolisMag.com, February 16, 
2012, http://www.metropolismag.com/pov/20120216/moma-misses-by-99/ (accessed July 
20, 2012). Image Credit: Images from MoMA exhibition site, http://www.moma.org/foreclosed.

Press and Links

Lawrence Pollard (LP): That ideal of your own house and its own garden with 
room for the car isn’t just American. It may have started there, but it’s what 
people aspire to in China or in Brazil, in Africa. And if it’s gone bust in the US, 
can it, should it, survive in the rest of the world?

Scale, 
Sustainability

Andrew Purcell (AP): Do you think that Americans are giving up on the 
suburban dream, then? Because it’s still seems quite resilient to me.

Barry Bergdoll (BB): It is astounding to what extent people’s dreams 
are fulfilled by images that are supplied to them by the marketplace, by 
advertising, by television, but I do think that is shifting. And even some 
of the dream producers like movies, like television series, are beginning 
to address the complex realities of suburbs and are starting to show us 
images of suburbs which are arrival cities for immigrants which have 
multigenerational families living in the same house. Some of the kind of 
covering up of those realities in popular entertainment is itself beginning 
to erode. So, there are many many cracks in the dream.

American Dream, 
Challenge of 
Suburbia, 
The Market, 
Populations and 
Demographics

AP: What chance does a scheme like this have of being realized?

Jeanne Gang (JG): I think we can’t afford not to realize something. We 
have so many issues especially in the inner ring suburbs where we were 
looking at, like Cicero, where developers kind of hop-skip over them and 
sprawl out into further and further-out suburbs, which just increases our 
dependence on the car.
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(Un)Realistic 
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LP: What have we learned about the suburban ideal from the collapse 
of its American model? Is it sustainable, transferable to emerging 
economies?

Ricky Burdett (RB): You just have to look at what’s happened to cities, and 
unfortunately that’s exactly what’s happening. Most cities are suffering 
from middle-aged spread. They become really wide, and their footprint 
is becoming larger and larger. And as was said by many of the speakers 
in this piece, it’s because the car is there and everyone aspires to it. 
It’s fantastic that the MoMA, this august institution, instead of doing 
Deconstructivism or “Edible Minimalism” or whatever, is dealing with this 
stuff. But you can’t talk about this issue of cities and foreclosure and all 
that unless you link jobs and housing.

Jobs, 
Scale, 
Sustainability

RB: And it’s not just design. That’s my only gripe with the MoMA thing. 
You’ve got to have a political system, and I’m sure they raised that, which 
supports that level of intervention. So that architecture is meaningful 
socially.

LP: And architecture becomes the way that people will trust their 
government or trust their institutions.

RB: It can.

Government and 
Policy

AP: What chance does a scheme like this have of being realized?

Jeanne Gang (JG): I think we can’t afford not to realize something. We 
have so many issues especially in the inner ring suburbs where we were 
looking at, like Cicero, where developers kind of hop-skip over them and 
sprawl out into further and further-out suburbs, which just increases our 
dependence on the car.

“Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream”, Radio, BBC, February 16, 2012, http://www.
bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p00nm3h1/The_Strand_16_02_2012/. “Foreclosed Rehousing the 
American Dream”. Presented by Lawrence Pollard. The Strand, BBC, February 16, 2012. http://
www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p00nm3h1/The_Strand_16_02_2012/.
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Bridgette Meinhold, “Jeanne Gang’s Proposal Transforms Chicago’s Rundown Cicero into 
a Thriving Neighborhood,” Inhabitat (blog), February 16, 2012, http://inhabitat.com/jeanne-
gangs-proposal-transforms-chicagos-rundown-cicero-into-a-thriving-neighborhood/ 
(accessed June 26, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Lori Zimmer, “Architects Reimagine the American Suburb for MoMA’s ‘Foreclosed: Rehousing 
the American Dream’ Exhibit,” Inhabitat (blog), February 17, 2012, http://inhabitat.com/nyc/
architects-reimagine-the-american-surburb-for-momas-foreclosed-rehousing-the-american-
dream-exhibit (accessed June 26, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Brian Miller, “New MoMA Exhibit ‘Foreclosed’ Reimagines Suburban Life,” Legally Sociable 
(blog), February 17, 2012, http://legallysociable.com/2012/02/17/new-moma-exhibit-
foreclosed-reimagines-suburban-life (accessed July 20, 2012).
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Howard Giske, “Housing Crash at MoMA,” Real Crash (blog), February 17, 2012, http://www.
realcrash.com/housing-crash-at-moma (accessed July 20, 2012). Image Credit: MoMA, NY.
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“Jeanne Gang’s Proposal to Transform Chicago’s Rundown Cicero into a Thriving
Neighborhood,” Studio 630 (tumblr), February 17, 2012, http://studio630.tumblr.com/
post/17762660422/jeanne-gangs-proposal-to-transform-chicagos (accessed July 20, 2012). 
Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Michael J. Fressola, “Suburban Renewal at the Museum of Modern Art,” SILive.com, February 
19, 2012, http://www.silive.com/entertainment/arts/index.ssf/2012/02/suburban_renewal.
html/ (accessed July 19, 2012). Image Credit: Photo Courtesy of MoMA.

Art and Architecture, 
Internet Banter, 
Professional Practice

Community 
Participation, 
Government and 
Policy, 
Internet Banter, 
Professional Practice, 
Reference and 
Comparison, 
Top-Down and 
Bottom-Up

Hunter Tura et al, “Has ‘Design’ Become an Activity of, by, and for the 1%?,” Glass House 
Conversations (blog), February 19, 2012, http://glasshouseconversations.org/has-design-
become-an-activity-of-by-and-for-the-1/ (accessed July 21, 2012).
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Conversations (blog), February 19, 2012, http://glasshouseconversations.org/has-design-
become-an-activity-of-by-and-for-the-1/ (accessed July 21, 2012).
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Stefanie Krzyzamiak, “Rehousing the American Dream,” EBR- Stefanie and Sustainability 
(blog), February 19, 2012, http://stefanie-ebr.blogspot.no/2012/02/rehousing-american-
dream-talk-talk-but.html (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Diana Lind, “Sympathy for the Suburbs,” Daily, Next American City, February 21, 2012, http://
americancity.org/daily/entry/sympathy-for-the-suburbs/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image 
Credit: Not provided in publication.
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“MoMA’s ‘Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream’ Exhibit,” Design Applause, February 21, 
2012, http://designapplause.com/2012/momas-foreclosed-rehousing-the-american-dream-
exhibit/23309/ (accessed June 27, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Alexandra Lange, “Reassembling the American Dream,” Observatory (blog), Design Observer, 
February 22, 2012, http://observatory.designobserver.com/feature/reassembling-the-
american-dream/32888 (accessed June 28, 2012). WorkAC, “Nature-City.” WorkAC Video, 
03:09. February 22, 2012. http://observatory.designobserver.com/feature/reassembling-the-
american-dream/32888. Image Credit: courtesy MoMA; Photograph courtesy of James Ewing. 
© 2011 James Ewing; Image courtesy Studio Gang Architects.; Photograph courtesy of James 
Ewing. © 2011 James Ewing; Image courtesy MOS.; Photograph courtesy of James Ewing. © 
2011 James Ewing.
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Steven Yates, “Breakfast Links: Phones,” Greater Greater Washington (blog), February 22, 
2012, http://greatergreaterwashington.org/post/13811/breakfast-links-phones/ (accessed 
July 31, 2012).
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“Lena Beug at MoMA,” Holiday Films, February 22, 2012, http://holidayfilms.wordpress.
com/2012/02/22/lena-beug-at-moma/ (accessed July 31, 2012). Lena Beug, “Nature 
City - House, Nature City - Gas (DC), and Nature City – Trash.” Holiday Films Video, 
00 :27. February 22, 2012. http://holidayfilms.wiredrive.com/present-reel/token/
d14b2a008cd27753c5762a937bacda0a/. Image Credit: Lena Beug.
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“Lena Beug at MoMA,” Holiday Films, February 22, 2012, http://holidayfilms.wordpress.
com/2012/02/22/lena-beug-at-moma/ (accessed July 31, 2012). Lena Beug, “Nature 
City - House, Nature City - Gas (DC), and Nature City – Trash.” Holiday Films Video, 
00 :27. February 22, 2012. http://holidayfilms.wiredrive.com/present-reel/token/
d14b2a008cd27753c5762a937bacda0a/. Image Credit: Lena Beug.
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Joel Sage, “Questioning the Value of an Outsider’s Perspective in MoMA’s “Foreclosed,’” 
Legally Sociable (blog), February 22, 2012, http://legallysociable.com/2012/02/22/
questioning-the-value-of-an-outsiders-perspective-in-momas-foreclosed/ (accessed July  
20, 2012).
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 Academic Hubris

Fred A. Bernstein, “Foreclosed: Architecture Center Reimagines Suburbia after Housing 
Crisis,” The Record, February 23, 2012, 1-8.  Fred A. Bernstein, “Foreclosed: Architecture 
Center Reimagines Suburbia after Housing Crisis,” The Record, February 23, 2012, http://
news.columbia.edu/oncampus/2681 (accessed July 31, 2012). On Campus, “Foreclosed: 
Architecture Center Reimagines Suburbia After Housing Crisis.” Columbia University Video, 
3:41. February, 2012. http://news.columbia.edu/oncampus/2681.
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Tom Stoelker, “Foreclosed Forum: Suburbs, Cities, and Crisis,” The Architect’s Newspaper
Blog, February 23, 2012, http://blog.archpaper.com/wordpress/archives/32894/. (accessed
July 26, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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PH: We took the plans out to Orange in Essex County, which has one of 
the state’s highest foreclosure rates.

Woman on Street: [looking at images] I really like it.

Man on Street: [looking at images] Fantastic.

Woman 2 on Street: [looking at images] “Sounds like something from the 
Jetsons.”

(Un)Realistic 
Proposals

Mary Louise Schumacher, “The Museum of Modern Art Tackles the Foreclosure Crisis,” Art City 
(blog), Milwaukee Wisconsin Journal Sentinel, February 24, 2012, http://www.jsonline.com/
blogs/entertainment/140330583.html (accessed July 20, 2012).

Role of the Museum,
The Workshop

Internet Banter

Poppy Harlow (PH): Looking at life after the foreclosure crisis, the exhibit 
reimagines how we live.

A New Conversation

PH: It’s creative, but how is it a solution to foreclosures?

Barry Bergdoll (BB): The show, I should say, in general is not trying to 
solve the mortgage crisis. That’s for the banks to sort out. We’re saying 
that, since we also have learned from it, that the way we build is part and 
parcel of this massive foreclosure crisis.
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PH: We took the plans out to Orange in Essex County, which has one of 
the state’s highest foreclosure rates.

Woman on Street: [looking at images] I really like it.

Man on Street: [looking at images] Fantastic.

Woman 2 on Street: [looking at images] Sounds like something from the 
Jetsons.

PH [Voice over]: Orange Mayor Eldridge Hawkins had not yet seen the 
plans.

[to Mayor Eldridge Hawkins (EH)]: Could it help solve the crisis?

EH: I think it’s a novel idea. I think it might be a little bit more futuristic, 
something down the road, but the theme in and of itself is not that strange 
or different than what we’re trying to establish here.

(Un)Realistic 
Proposals

PH: So will be buildings in the streets be next?

EH: Maybe in the future, but I will say directly answering your question: 
The entire city of Orange will not be a carless community.

Circulation
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CNNMoney Reports, “Architects Re-imagine Foreclosed Cities.” CNNMoney, February 24, 
2012, http://money.cnn.com/video/news/2012/02/24/n_moma_foreclosed_ homes.
cnnmoney (accessed July 31, 2012). Video Credit: Poppy Harlow, “Architects Re-imagine 
Forecloseda Cities.” CNNMoney, 2:52. February 24, 2012. http://money.cnn.com/video/
news/2012/02/24/n_moma_foreclosed_ homes.cnnmoney.
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Chris Hayes (CH): Part of what makes Detroit so symbolically powerful is 
the fact that it is the birthplace of the American car, and the car is one of  
the two pillars of the American Dream. The other, of course, is the detached 
single-family home. Such structures make up almost two-thirds of the 
nation’s housing stock, but more than that, the single-family home is an 
essential plot point in the story of the American Dream. We all know how it 
goes: you spend your twenties renting, aimless. You meet someone you 
love. You marry, settle down, get a career, and get a mortgage on a single-
family home in a suburb with a good school district and enough space for 
children. Of course, it was this aspiration that provided fuel for the maniacal 
engine of destruction that was the great housing securitization machine 
that Wall Street built during the last decade. The trauma of the housing 
bubble, and then the financial crisis and the foreclosure epidemic it has left 
in its wake, has created a landscape of ruin and abandonment. Half- 
completed developments of McMansions dot exurban cornfields. Blocks  
of vacant, boarded-up homes blight neighborhoods in inner-ring suburbs.
And all of this forces us to reassess our fundamental adherence to the 
single-family suburban home as the cornerstone of American life. In a 
brilliant new exhibition at New York’s Museum of Modern Art, five teams of  
architects were each assigned a suburban community with a higher 
foreclosure rate than the national average and asked to imagine in the 
design a vision for what sustainable, vibrant, post-crisis communities could 
be if we rethink our most fundamental beliefs about the American house.

American Dream, 
The Exhibition, 
Homeownership, 
The Market, 
Sustainability

CH: I cannot tell you how much I love this exhibit. I just thought it was really 
fascinating to start thinking in these terms. And in some ways it brings the 
discussion we’ve had in Detroit—which is a discussion about “How do you 
take this moment of crisis and ruin and abandonment and turn it into an 
opportunity to kind of rethink things?”—to the national level where we have 
communities … some of these communities that were assigned have 
foreclosure rates as high as thirteen, fourteen, fifteen percent. Tell me about 
what your team did, where you were assigned to look at, and how you  
started to think about what kind of place you would design in the wake of 
the foreclosure crisis.

Michael Bell (MB): We were asked by the Museum to work on a site called 
Temple Terrace, Florida. It’s the northeast corner of Tampa, and a little 
town. It’s 22,000 people. It was an incorporated city in 1926. It preceded the 
growth of Tampa. Tampa eventually came to meet Temple Terrace, in a  
kind of typical American situation where something that was very rural 
became urban, “quasi-urban” one could say. Temple Terrace actually 
had a relatively low foreclosure rate: 168 foreclosures in a town of 10,000 
households. So, in looking at all of this, it actually became much more of 
a scenario of looking at “How did Temple Terrace operate historically? 
Financially? What was its density?” Etc., etc. It became much more of a 
project about trying to produce a future that would be more secure against 
those kinds of problems, rather than being immediately reactive to the 
problem now. And I think that’s true for the whole exhibition.

Cities and Suburbs, 
A New Conversation, 
Populations and 
Demographics, 
Sustainability

CH: What does that mean? I think we sort of have a sense of the auto-
mobile, the sort of oil-fueled world of post-World War II America and 
suburban sprawl as these kinds of the things that have conspired to build 
the great sprawling American suburban landscape. What does rethinking 
that involve from a design perspective? From a policy perspective? 

MB: […] In the 1990s you had a booming economy, you had a kind of 
push to alter, if not end, the welfare state. By the 2000s, you have a 
real estate bubble. And today you have a foreclosure crisis. But in all of 
these situations, there are a couple things that have been consistent. 
The amount of money people spend on housing and transportation is 
immense. They can’t afford it. You don’t want to tell people they can’t afford 
something and say that’s the reason to change. You want to be more 
positive than that. But there are many many factors about affordability, 
about energy consumption, and frankly about the role of design in any 
of it. The American single-family house is a commodity product that has 
virtually no research and development, no design. Architects, in a spec 
house in Houston in the late 1990s—their fee was about twelve dollars per 
house. These are mass-produced commodities. There is no professional 
engagement. […] I think most of the people in this exhibition are quite 
positive and excited about the suburbs. We know it’s a deeply, deeply 
important part of the American ethos, if not just everyday life of course. 
But, they’re not inevitable. And the financial underpinnings of them have 
really dramatically shifted in the last five, ten, fifteen years—not just the last 
two.

CH: Talk about that R&D thing. You made a point in the video in the 
exhibition that blew my mind about the comparison between how much 
money in R&D goes into your iPhone or anti-lock brakes versus an 
American home. 

MB: I did mention anti-lock brakes. For many commodities, before they 
hit the market, there are billions of dollars that might precede it, whether 
it’s Clorox or whether it’s an iPhone or a Honda Civic which is quite an 
ingenious product. Housing as we know it has kind of ironed all of that 
out of it, and it did it a long time ago. […] They are paying Mercedes Benz 
prices for a twenty-year-old used car. The single-family house market 
atomizes out all of the financial processes, and you still are spending large 
sums of money, but you’re not getting the sophisticated product. It’s not 
that it’s not a nice product or something people love, but it could be much, 
much better in energy and everything else.
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CH: What does that mean? I think we sort of have a sense of the 
automobile, the sort of oil-fueled world of post-World War II America and 
suburban sprawl as these kinds of the things that have conspired to build 
the great sprawling American suburban landscape. What does rethinking 
that involve from a design perspective? From a policy perspective? 

MB: […] In the 1990s you had a booming economy, you had a kind of 
push to alter, if not end, the welfare state. By the 2000s, you have a 
real estate bubble. And today you have a foreclosure crisis. But in all of 
these situations, there are a couple things that have been consistent. 
The amount of money people spend on housing and transportation is 
immense. They can’t afford it. You don’t want to tell people they can’t afford 
something and say that’s the reason to change. You want to be more 
positive than that. But there are many, many factors about affordability, 
about energy consumption, and frankly about the role of design in any of 
it. The American single-family house is a commodity product that has 
virtually no research and development, no design. Architects, in a spec 
house in Houston in the late 1990s—their fee was about twelve dollars per 
house. These are mass-produced commodities. There is no professional 
engagement. […] I think most of the people in this exhibition are quite 
positive and excited about the suburbs. We know it’s a deeply, deeply imp-
ortant part of the American ethos, if not just everyday life of course. But, 
they’re not inevitable. And the financial underpinnings of them have really 
dramatically shifted in the last five, ten, fifteen years—not just the  
last two.

CH: Talk about that R&D thing. You made a point in the video in the 
exhibition that blew my mind about the comparison between how much 
money in R&D goes into your iPhone or anti-lock brakes versus an 
American home. 

MB: I did mention anti-lock brakes. For many commodities, before they 
hit the market, there are billions of dollars that might precede it, whether 
it’s Clorox or whether it’s an iPhone or a Honda Civic which is quite an 
ingenious product. Housing as we know it has kind of ironed all of that 
out of it, and it did it a long time ago. […] They are paying Mercedes Benz 
prices for a twenty-year-old used car. The single-family house market 
atomizes out all of the financial processes, and you still are spending large 
sums of money, but you’re not getting the sophisticated product. It’s not 
that it’s not a nice product or something people love, but it could be much, 
much better in energy and everything else.
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Thomas Schaller (TS): Are you envisioning a resuburbanization of America 
in the next twenty or thirty years? At its peak, houses got gluttonous and 
big, and the physical footprints that those houses were sitting on got really 
big. So, I’m wondering if it’s going to be smaller plots? Smaller homes? A 
little bit of both?

CH: Increased density?

MB: All five projects in the show deal with density, and they also deal 
with trying to find housing that is probably more financially and size-wise 
appropriate to its user, but also that would use dramatically less energy 
to basically dramatically lower carrying costs. But I think many of the 
people, including ourselves, we were looking at ways to take underutilized 
property, publicly held or publicly controlled, and increase density 
around infrastructure because the public has already paid for all of that 
infrastructure and isn’t using it. 

Affordable Housing, 
Cities and Suburbs, 
Government and 
Policy, 
Infrastructure, 
Land Use and Density, 
Scale

CH: The future of the American home and the American Dream which are 
sort of married together, I think. One of the things this exhibition makes 
you think about is the underlying financial structure and policy structure 
that gives rise to the American suburb and the single-family home, 
because we all think of it as “They grow like corn in cornfields, right?” 
Particularly during the housing bubble, where I was living in Chicago, you’d 
go eighty miles west, and they are. They’re just being built, and it’s almost 
like an organic process. No one said, “Oh. Let there be McMansions. Let 
there be sub-developments.” But actually there is a structure underneath. 
There is a public policy structure, particularly the mortgage interest 
deduction that helps produce this. 

MB: […] One of the big points of the show for anyone who deals with 
housing issues academically is, yeah, that deduction makes basically a 
huge amount of American housing public housing at some level. It’s a far 
bigger expenditure on the federal level than, for example, funding for HUD 
for homelessness. 

TS: It’s about $80 billion or something, right?

MB: It’s about $80 billion. Low-income housing tax credits, I think, are 
probably $30 billion. So, the federal government at this point in time really 
does not build directly public housing any longer. It incentivizes it through 
tax credits. 

CH: And it incentivizes for people to purchase their own homes and take 
out a lot of debt the interest of which they can then take off against their 
taxes.
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CH: The future of the American home and the American Dream which are 
sort of married together, I think. One of the things this exhibition makes 
you think about is the underlying financial structure and policy structure 
that gives rise to the American suburb and the single-family home, 
because we all think of it as “They grow like corn in cornfields, right?” 
Particularly during the housing bubble, where I was living in Chicago, you’d 
go eighty miles west, and they are. They’re just being built, and it’s almost 
like an organic process. No one said, “Oh. Let there be McMansions. Let 
there be subdevelopments.” But actually there is a structure underneath. 
There is a public policy structure, particularly the mortgage interest 
deduction that helps produce this. 

MB: […] One of the big points of the show for anyone who deals with 
housing issues academically is, yeah, that deduction makes basically a 
huge amount of American housing public housing at some level. It’s a  
far bigger expenditure on the federal level than, for example, funding for 
HUD for homelessness. 

TS: It’s about $80 billion or something, right?

MB: It’s about $80 billion. Low-income housing tax credits, I think, are 
probably $30 billion. So, the federal government at this point in time really 
does not build directly public housing any longer. It incentivizes it through 
tax credits. 

CH: And it incentivizes for people to purchase their own homes and take 
out a lot of debt, the interest of which they can then take off against their 
taxes.

Affordable Housing, 
American Dream, 
Government 
and Policy, 
Homeownership, 
Responsibility

CH: One of the other architects, Jeanne Gang, who did a project in Cicero 
in the exhibit, makes this great point that I never thought about in these 
terms. She said that you’re sort of making a casino bet when you buy  
a house. You’re betting that it’s going to rise in value. That was a bet that 
a lot of people made, and now they’re on the wrong side of that bet. But, 
you’re also betting about what your life is going to look like. How many 
people are going to inhabit that house? You’re putting money down—you’re  
putting all your wealth in most cases—into this structure that says, “I am 
going to be married with the two kids and the dog” or whatever. And the 
fact is that new family members come in as immigrants possibly or you 
get divorced or you lose your job or your kids have to move back because 
they can’t get jobs. So the house is insufficiently flexible to deal with the 
changing American family. 

MB: People have looked toward changing or improving the suburbs for 
a long time. You can go back to the 1970s, and academics are often 
lambasted for not being sensitive about it. But the reason I’m bringing 
this up is that what is different at this point in time is everything from 
globalization in terms of where is production happening, what are the jobs. 
When you talk about housing, you ultimately always—even if you’re  
an architect—end up talking about jobs. What will secure that loan in  
the future? So, flexibility comes in. But the difference now, I think, is that 
what people realize… And the foreclosure crisis is an awful thing, it is 
absolutely a crisis, but it does start to create a situation where people 
start to imagine that what we have is not inevitable. And, in fact, it was 
produced, and it was dreamed. I think, people don’t like change in housing, 
and they should worry about change in housing, but what we have is  
also not terribly secure. And, so, I think that’s what you’re bringing up, and 
Jeanne was bringing that up quite brilliantly. 

CH: One of the things I think Detroit forces us to think of is the fact that 
the things we think are natural are contingent.

American Dream, 
Family, 
Homeownership, 
Jobs, 
The Market, 
Responsibility, 
Sustainability

Victoria Defrancesco Soto (VDS): I also think there’s the emotional part 
of it. How do you roll back half a century of the American Dream? I mean, 
what type of public service announcements are you going to put forward? 
“The American Dream has changed…” I mean, that’s even a bigger 
challenge. It’s a huge challenge.

CH: How’s this: “Embrace the Dream: Rent.” Anyone? Any takers on that?

Dream, 
Homeownership, 
A New Conversation

Bob Herbert (BH): What’s going to inevitably happen is that the American 
Dream is going to get redefined if it survives. But we’re moving ahead into 
a landscape where standards of living in general in this country are just 
going to be lower, and then I assume that housing becomes an integral 
part of that. And it seems to me that more people are going to rent. It 
seems to me that houses are going to have to be smaller. They’re going to 
have to at some point become more affordable, I assume. So, the question 
becomes what does that look like ten, fifteen years from now?

Affordable Housing, 
American Dream, 
Homeownership, 
Scale, 
Sustainability
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TS: The mortgage deduction incentivizes buying the biggest lot you can 
and putting the biggest, 3,000-square-foot house that you can on it. Bob 
is right. If we’re going to move to a future where that’s not what the model 
is—it’s maybe scaled down a little bit more, maybe more demure—then,  
we should reincentivize the way the tax cut—

Government and 
Policy, 
A New Conversation, 
Scale

MB: There’s the Glass-Steagall Act which segregated commercial and 
investment banking. There’s the Wagner-Steagall Act which funded public 
housing. Steagall was on both. 

CH: Interesting.

MB: It’s very interesting.

CH: Now we’ve got huge conglomerate banks and no public housing. 

Government and 
Policy, 
The Market, 
Reference and 
Comparison

CH: The other question is whether we’ll see the market begin to produce 
smaller homes in the wake of this crisis, whether there’s going to be a 
lesson learned there, or if we’re just going to start the old Wurlitzer up 
again and try to dance like we did in the last decade?

MB: I personally think that the people that invest in housing will be fearful 
of investing in the old versions of housing and they’re going to look for a 
new product to invest in.

The Market, 
A New Conversation, 
Scale, 
Sustainability

Up with Chris Hayes, “Architecture Brings New Life to Foreclosure Crisis,” MSNBC, NBC News, 
February 25, 2012, http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21134540/vp/46523147#46523147 
(accessed August 1, 2012). Up with Chris Hayes, “Architecture Brings New Life to Foreclosure 
Crisis,” MSNBC, 15:22, February 25, 2012. http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/21134540/
vp/46523147#46523147.

Bob Herbert (BH): What’s going to inevitably happen is that the American 
Dream is going to get redefined if it survives. But we’re moving ahead into 
a landscape where standards of living in general in this country are just 
going to be lower, and then I assume that housing becomes an integral 
part of that. And it seems to me that more people are going to rent. It 
seems to me that houses are going to have to be smaller. They’re going to 
have to at some point become more affordable, I assume. So, the question 
becomes what does that look like ten, fifteen years from now?
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Lisa Gulesserian, ”Art+Architecture: Fact and Fiction in The Buell Hypothesis,” Lisa Gulesserian’s 
blog, Viz/Visual Rethoric- Visual Culture-Pedagody, February 26, 2012, http://viz.dwrl.utexas.
edu/content/art-architecture-fact-and-fiction-buell-hypothesis/ (accessed July 20, 2012). 
Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Catherine Osborne, “What’s On: Foreclosed at the MoMA,” Azure, February 27, 2012, http://
www.azuremagazine.com/article/whats-on-foreclosed-at-the-moma-2/ (accessed July 20, 
2012). Image Credit: Norman Mayot.
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John Weeks, “Re-Imagining American Suburbs”, Weeks Population (blog), February 27, 2012, 
http://weekspopulation.blogspot.com/2012/02/re-imagining-american-suburbs.html/ 
(accessed July 20, 2012).
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John Weeks, “Re-Imagining American Suburbs”, Weeks Population (blog), February 27, 2012, 
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Jayne Merkel, “Reality Check: Developers React to MoMA’s Show ‘Foreclosed: Rehousing the 
American Dream,’” Architectural Record, March 20, 2012, http://archrecord.construction.com/
news/2012/03/Shifting-Suburbia.asp/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Photo  
©Daniel McPhee/courtesy Forum for Urban Design.
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Alex Schafran, “MoMA Rehouses the American Dream,” Polis (blog), March 22, 2012, http://
www.thepolisblog.org/2012/03/new-yorks-moma-rehouses-american-dream.html/ (accessed 
July 26, 2012). Image Credit: MoMA

255

Foreclosed: March 2012



L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links, 
Sustainability

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links, 
Quality of Life
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Liam McGuire, “Foreclosed: New Ideas of Suburbia at New York’s Museum of Modern Art,” 
Urban Scrawl (blog), March 30, 2012, http://theurbanscrawl.blogspot.no/2012/03/foreclosed-
new-ideas-of-suburbia-at-new.html/ (accesed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Images by Studio 
Gang Architects
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George Pendle, “Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream,” IconEye. Icon Magazine Online, 
April, 4, 2012, http://www.iconeye.com/news/news/foreclosed-rehousing-the-american-
dream/ (accessed August 3, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Steve Clayton, “Foreclosed: MoMA Exhibition Re-Thinks Suburban American Life,” Microsoft 
Technet (blog), April 6, 2012, http://blogs.technet.com/b/next/archive/2012/04/06/
foreclosed-moma-exhibition-re-thinks-suburban-american-life.aspx (accessed August 3, 
2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Stuart Varney (SV): It seems to me that this exhibit is from the elites telling 
us how we should live. We should all live in cities, and if we don’t live in cities 
we should turn our suburbs into cities. That’s the way we should live. Isn’t 
that the elites going at us and telling us how we mere mortals should live?

Alex Ulam (AU): No, it’s not the elite. It’s the way our tax... It’s the way our 
housing policy has been oriented for the last twenty or thirty years. It’s 
unsustainable—

SV: We should not be organizing ourselves and where to live. Now the elites 
are telling us how we should be doing it.
 
AU: They are making some suggestions, but—listen—it’s unsustainable for 
people to live in suburbs.

SV: Who says?

AU: Well most Americans actually spend more money on transportation than 
they do on medical care or on taxes. The average family of four that makes 
$50,000 spends somewhere between $7,900 and—
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Alex Ulam, “Foreclosure by Design,” The Nation, April 9, 2012, 5-6. Alex Ulam, “How to 
Rehouse the American Dream,” The Nation, March 21, 2012, http://www.thenation.com/
article/166953/how-rehouse-american-dream/ (accessed July 28, 2012). 
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SV: So there’s now an exhibit pointing out that the current way we live, 
the kind of houses that we live in, where we group together, that is 
unsustainable. And we, the highly intelligent people show you how to live. 
Notably, like that [Visible Weather’s model] on the screen. Isn’t that rather 
elitist, Alex, really?
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Policy,
Populations and
Demographics,
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AU: It’s our housing policy too. Do you like your tax dollars
subsidizing these developers building these tract houses in
the suburbs—

SV: Yes.

AU:   —that are completely financially unsustainable?

SV: Who says they’re completely financially unsustainable?
Who says this?

AU: Well, why is poverty increasing at double the rate in
suburbs as it is in cities?

SV: Because maybe poor people have moved out of the city
and gotten a place in suburbs.

AU: Well that’s the only place they can afford to buy houses.

American Dream,
A New Conversation, 
Top-Down and 
Bottom-Up

Shibani Joshi (SJ): I love this concept, because I think this idea—the white-
picket-fence dream—is now starting to get out-dated...It’s not working 
anymore.

SV: But don’t you think we can decide for ourselves...?
 
SJ: But this is what artists are doing. This is what they do. They inspire 
thoughts. They inspire discussion. What’s wrong with it?

A New Conversation
SJ: What’s wrong with sparking a discussion? Foreclosures are still on the 
rise. Home prices are still declining. This is bringing up a different concept.

Academic Hubris, 
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Liberal versus 
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Reference and 
Comparison, 
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Top-Down and 
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SV: What is MoMA doing putting on such an obviously political exhibit?  
What are they doing?

AU: The Museum of Modern Art has a tradition of putting on—

Sandra Smith: I was going to say, artists are never political.

SV: It’s always the elite telling the rest of us how we should live, isn’t it?

AU: No, it’s—

SV: Always.

AU: No, in fact, the state of California is enacting zoning policies to make 
suburbs more dense. You know, and the Wall Street Journal just pointed 
out last week that they are trying to, instead of having four houses per acre, 
they’re going to have twenty houses per acre. 

Government and 
Policy, 
Top-Down and 
Bottom-Up

SV: I want to live the way I wish to live. I want society to evolve the way it 
wishes to evolve.  

AU: You care about where your tax dollars go, don’t you?

SV: Yes, and I’ll vote to make sure they go in the right place. 

AU: Yes, well maybe right now too many tax dollars have been going to the 
suburbs, and maybe it’s time to have the tax payer dollars to go to cities and 
making certain suburbs more sustainable and more like cities. 

SV: Does this MoMA place have some sort of tax subsidy? Does it?

AU: They probably don’t pay taxes because it’s a nonprofit institution. 

SV: That’s a form of subsidy, isn’t it?

Government and 
Policy, 
Role of the Museum
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SV: Does this MoMA place have some sort of tax subsidy? Does it?

AU: They probably don’t pay taxes because it’s a nonprofit institution. 

SV: That’s a form of subsidy, isn’t it?
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“The Art of Foreclosure?,” Fox Business, April 9, 2012, http://video.foxbusiness.
com/v/1553680530001/the-art-of-foreclosure/ (accessed August 5, 2012). Fox Business, 
“The Art of Foreclosure?.” Fox Business Video, 4:49. April 9, 2012. http://video.foxbusiness.
com/v/1553680530001/the-art-of-foreclosure/ (accessed August 5, 2012).
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com/content/article/foreclosed/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in 
publication.
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Peter Rudd, “An Atomized, Desegregated, Poorly Engineered Commodity,” betaCITY (blog), 
April 14, 2012, http://betacity.wordpress.com/2012/04/14/an-atomized-desegregated-poorly-
engineered-commodity/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Jill P. Cappuzo, “The Art of Remaking a Downtown,” New York Times, April 15, 2012, RE6. Jill P. 
Cappuzo, “The Art of Remaking a Downtown,” New York Times, April 15, 2012. Image Credit: 
Photos of Richard Perry/The New York Times.
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Caroline Diezyn, “Cities in Crisis: Rehousing the American Dream,” Offbeat Home (blog), 
April 16, 2012, http://offbeathome.com/2012/04/rehousing-the-american-dream/ (accessed 
August 3, 2012). Image Credit: Photo courtesy Kevin Bauman; MoMA, Images courtesy of 
architects; MoMA, Images courtesy of architects.
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Nikolas, “Exhibition/Site Review—Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream–February 15–
August 13, 2012 at the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA),” Exhibitions/Site Review (blog), Media 
and Architecture 2012, April 18, 2012, http://www.wordsinspace.net/media-architecture/2012-
spring/?p=1294/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Anna_b, “Foreclosed: Rebuilding the American Dream,” Exhibitions/Site Review (blog), Media 
and Architecture 2012, April 18, 2012, http://www.wordsinspace.net/media-architecture/2012-
spring/?p=1440/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Courtesy of author. 
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Michael Bell and Eunjeong Seong, “Simultaneous City Temple Terrace,” ArcH2o, April 20, 2012, 
http://www.arch2o.com/simultaneous-city-temple-terrace-michael-bell-and-eunjeong-seong/ 
(accessed July 28, 2012). Visible Weather, “Michael Bell & Eunjeong Seong—Visible Weather. 
Project: Simultaneous City, Location: Temple Terrace, FL, MOMA PS1.” Video, 4:35. April 20, 
2012. http://www.arch2o.com/simultaneous-city-temple-terrace-michael-bell-and-eunjeong-
seong/. Image Credit: James Ewing. © 2011 James Ewing.
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Mark Lamster, “The End of the Dream,” The Architectural Review, May 2012, 95-96. Image 
Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Karrie Jacobs, “Pretty Little Pictures,” Metropolis, May 2012, 50-55. Kerrie Jacobs, “Pretty Little 
Pictures,” MetropolisMag.com, May 11, 2012, http://www.metropolismag.com/story/20120511/
pretty-little-pictures/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Jason Mandella/courtesy MoMA; 
Courtesy Studio Gang Architects; Courtesy WORKac; Courtesy James Ewing.
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Maggie Clines, “MoMA’s ‘Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream’ Exhibition,” 
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Michael Shields, “Change the Dream,” Across the Margin (blog), May 15, 2012, http://
acrossthemargin.com/change-the-dream/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Not 
provided in publication.
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Summer 2012,15. Image Credit: Image courtesy Studio Gang Architects. 
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Aaron Keir, “This Proposal for Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream at MoMA Uses the 
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Urbanination (tumblr), May 17, 2012, http://urbanination.tumblr.com/post/23238063911/this-
proposal-for-foreclosed-rehousing-the/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided 
in publication.
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theoncominghope, “Art as Life: “Foreclosed: Rehousing the American Dream”,” The Oncoming 
Hope (blog), May 22, 2012, http://theoncominghope.blogspot.no/2012/05/art-as-life-
rehousing-american-dream.html/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Not provided in 
publication.
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Christian Oliano, “Foreclosed: Re-housing the American Dream,” Stanford Arts Review, May 
25, 2012, http://artsreview.stanford.edu/?p=8287/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: 
Courtesy of MoMA.
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Build LLC, “MoMA Widens the Gap…Again,” Build (blog), May 29, 2012, http://blog.buildllc.
com/2012/05/moma-widens-the-gap-again/ (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: Photo 
by BUILD LLC; Image source: MOMA; Photo by BUILD LLC; Image source: MOMA; Photograph 
by Don Pollard. © 2011 The Museum of Modern Art.
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Karin Lipson, “Planning for a Different American Dream,” Promenade, May 31, 2012, 62–3.
Karin Lipson, “Planning for a Different American Dream,” NYLuxury.com, May 31, 2012,
http://www.nyluxury.com/article.cfm?colid=72570/. (accessed July 28, 2012). Image Credit: 
©Jason Madella.
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2012). Image Credit: Image via iStopOver Magazine; Original Image by Renee Alfonso; 
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Nicolas Ronderos, “At MOMA, Tinkering with the Machinery Underneath the House,” Regional 
Plan Association (blog), July 2, 2012, http://www.rpa.org/2012/07/at-moma-tinkering-with-
the-machinery-underneath-the-house.html (accessed August 10, 2012).
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courtesy of James Lima.
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Peter S. Goodman, “Foreclosure Crisis Spurs Quest To Reinvigorate Suburbs,” The Blog, 
Huffington Post, July 23, 2012, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/peter-s-goodman/foreclosure-
crisis-museum-of-modern-art_b_1690094.html/ (accessed August 22, 2012).

Jobs

L: Press and Links
R: Press and Links

L: Art and Architecture, 
Press and Links
R: The Exhibition, 
Press and Links

L: Press and Links 
R: The Exhibition, 
Press and Links

Homeownership, 
(Un)Realistic 
Proposals

347

Foreclosed: July 2012



Land Use and Density

A New Conversation

The Workshop

Community 
Participation, 
Homeownership

Comments on Foreclosed

348



American Dream, 
A New Conversation

Role of the Museum

“MoMA Show Looks at New Ways to House America,” Phaidon, July 29, 2012, http://www.
phaidon.com/agenda/architecture/articles/2012/july/29/moma-show-looks-at-new-ways-
to-house-america/ (accessed August 22, 2012). Image Credit: Foreclosed: Rehousing the 
American Dream, MoMA.

Ellen Freilich, “Art (Not) Imitating Life: MoMA Hosts Foreclosure-themed Exhibit,” MacroScope
(blog), Reuters, July 26, 2012, http://blogs.reuters.com/macroscope/2012/07/26/art-
imitating-life-moma-hosts-foreclosure-themed-exhibit/ (accessed August 9, 2012). Image 
Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Adventure, July 30, 2012, http://hofstraprovost.blogspot.com/2012/07/the-american-dream.
html/ (accessed August 22, 2012).
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Erica Bess, “Living, Reimagined,” Princeton Public Library, July 31, 2012, http://
princetonlibrary.org/blog/2012/07/living-reimagined/ (accessed August 24, 2012). Image 
Credit: Not provided in publication.
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Land Use and Density

Victoria Rogers, “MoMA Takes on the Foreclosure Crisis (And the American Dream),” Artlog 
(blog), August 7, 2012, http://www.artlog.com/2012/559-moma-takes-on-the-foreclosure-
crisis-and-the-american-dream#.UCU_EUSVjQx. (accessed August 10, 2012). Image Credit: 
James Ewing 2011.
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Barry Bergdoll (BB): Along the way, we have been much accused of per- 
petuating a metropolitan view of the suburbs. So, I thought it was interesting 
to kind of a little bit flip back and say, “What might we learn, might we 
discuss, might we debate, in the process of this inquiry, from the metropoli- 
tan perspective?” because in the end the foreclosure crisis knows no 
borders. One has only to look not only, as we will in a moment, at Queens  
or Jersey City, or of course to what’s happening today in Europe where  
much of our debt is bundled together with theirs.

Cities and Suburbs

BB: These are all sites in metropolitan corridors. So, there are a number 
of characteristics that are incredibly important about these. First of all, 
obviously there is a substantial rate of foreclosure, well above the national 
average, in each of these regions and in the particular suburban locations 
that were chosen. All of them lie somewhere on or near—you remember 
high-speed rail? A once-projected vision of some kind of communal 
transport along corridors which might, in fact, rewrite some regional geo- 
graphies. And, also, they all lay in metropolitan areas with substantial 
projected growth. So this is not an exercise in rust-belt downsizing or  
shrinking cities, but rather in places where to think about housing-
infrastructure-development actually made some sense even if they were 
invited to look at areas where there were large amounts of—and this is 
another important factor—large amounts of publicly held land that might be 
subject to development perhaps in a private-public partnership.

Circulation, 
Cities and Suburbs, 
Government and 
Policy,
Infrastructure,
Populations and 
Demographics

Marc Jahr (MJ): I think it’s also important to note that I’m neither an architect 
nor a city planner. My background is as a community and tenant organizer 
and as an affordable housing finance practitioner. And clearly those are the 
lenses I look at the world through because I’ve come to realize that if you 
can’t finance it, you can’t build it. And if it doesn’t resonate with neighbor-
hood residents, if they’re not involved in some way in the planning and 
implementation of the initiative, then the odds of it being durable are going 
to be slim. I suppose that’s why I took mild umbrage at Andrew Zago’s 
comment—Andrew, where are you?—as part of Foreclosed, his team focused 
upon Rialto, California, that the pedagogical lesson is that with all the  
value other disciplines bring to urbanism, new urban projects should be not 
only architect-led but architecture-led. I think that approach can lead to 
playful, intriguing, but problematic architectural plans.

Community 
Participation, 
The Market,
Professional Practice,
Silliness and 
Seriousness

MJ: If the subprime crisis has cruelly afflicted some suburban areas, the 
great transformation of the city’s economy from one based upon 
manufacturing to a service-based economy dominated by the financial 
services industry initially gutted the city’s neighborhoods.

Cities and Suburbs,
The Market

MJ: In fact, amidst the rubble and smoldering ruins of the South Bronx, 
building these 1950s, Beaver Cleaver, suburban tract homes was as 
provocative and improbable an act as building any of the five projects 
proposed in Foreclosed. It went contrary to and undermined every 
conceivable narrative about the South Bronx and the folks who lived there. 
It provided people with hope, an ineffable but indispensible quality that 
something could be done to roll back the firestorm of devastation. And it 
it provided them with a model for how to do that: draw upon the ambition, 
energy, and resources of organized community residents, marry it with 
significant philanthropic and more importantly government resources and 
political will, and use those relationships to leverage private capital. 
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The Market,
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MJ: In some ways, in its effort to strengthen the demographics of certain 
communities, the city used the crisis of the ’70s and ’80s to subtly 
suburbanize low- and moderate-income neighborhoods through its land 
disposition and financing strategy. It pushed the needle just a bit in the 
direction of homeownership, and under Mayor Bloomberg’s plan up until  
the real estate bubble burst, homeownership—single-family, cooperative,  
and condominium—continued to be integral to the plan. But what has  
been and remains truly integral to the plan has been a commitment to 
encourage mixed-income and mixed-use development based upon  
the belief that this strategy will result in stronger developments and more 
stable, durable, and healthier communities.

Cities and Suburbs,
Government and 
Policy,
Homeownership,
Populations and 
Demographics,
Reference and 
Comparison,
Sustainability

MJ: While we didn’t fall prey to the siren song of large-scale master plans, 
our fine-grain plans have sometimes also proven to be small-bore. And 
although we’ve done much better in recent years, fine architecture has been 
far more the exception than the rule. And that’s where this project serves  
as a wonderful provocation. It reminds us not to allow the urgency of  
the crisis and the need for immediate solutions to blind us to the larger 
opportunities the crisis presents to us.

The Exhibition, 
A New Conversation,
Scale

MJ: But East Orange’s riff on transit-oriented development is a very 
smart proposal as well. It stretches our thinking, residing on the edge of 
the practical and the ideal. It proposes a politic trade: save revenue and 
therefore tax dollars by eliminating many of the neighborhood streets and 
the costs associated with maintaining them. Additionally, this approach 
radically diminishes the role of the automobile in the community. It treats 
the streets like we’ve treated vacant land in the city: as an opportunity  
for infill housing. It increases density in the area near an existing rail 
station and incorporates mixed uses enriching the area’s amenities while, 
again, reducing the residents’ reliance on the car to get things done. 
Curiously, however, while calling for the end of the ghetto enclave, its 
uninterrupted ribbon development results in a densely packed community 
that reminds me of my image of the kasbah, a true enclave, impenetrable 
from the outside, labyrinthine from the inside, and devoid of large, open, 
public spaces where people can meet and talk and relax. To relegate 
these opportunities, as they say in the paper, to the ground floors of new 
developments which might contain a variety of shops and services is to 
subordinate community to commerce. 

It’s refreshing that the team unabashedly suggests that much of these new 
ribbons of housing would be developed as public housing. But if this is a 
serious idea, not simply a gesture or metaphor, then one must confront the 
fact that public housing in the United States, apart from unfortunately being 
in ideological disrepute, is also grossly underfunded. 

Affordable Housing,
Circulation,
Government and 
Policy,
Land Use and Density,
Reference and 
Comparison,
(Un)Realistic 
Proposals

MJ: We can reverse engineer these communities, or as the HUD Secretary 
calls for, rebalance the mix of single-family and rental development with 
the financial tools we have at hand: discounted land prices, tax abatements 
and exemptions, capital subsidies, taxable bonds and tax-exempt bonds, 
housing revenue bonds, low-income housing tax credits and brownfield tax 
credits, inclusionary zoning strategies and long-term regulatory agreements 
and covenants that preserve the public investment and character of the 
developments. The techniques to fund these developments aren’t missing. 
What is needed are the necessary subsidies and their predicate political will. 

Government and 
Policy,
Homeownership

MJ: But we’re still only tentatively seizing these opportunities. In some 
sense, when public bodies dither, private developers leap. In Huntington, 
Long Island in 2010, after three years of planning and endless meetings,  
a mixed-income, mixed-use rental and homeownership development pro-
posed by Avalon Bay Communities and located less than a half-mile  
from the Long Island Rail Road station was defeated. The politics of change 
are extremely hard.
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MJ: We cannot assume that the quality of transit-oriented development is 
a given. While I don’t want to end on that note, it’s worthwhile insofar as it’s 
cautionary. It reminds us that we can take nothing for granted. Rehousing 
also challenges us not to take anything for granted, to think not only about 
the ways out of the foreclosure crisis, but also ways out of the suburban 
cul-de-sac we’ve been trapped in during the post-World War II period. It’s 
a forceful statement that we needn’t assume nor accept more of the same, 
that we can alter the path of and look and feel and underlying meaning  
of our homes and communities. And, for that reason, we should embrace its 
provocations.

The Exhibition, 
A New Conversation

Brian Loughlin (BL): I want to thank the Museum for reengaging the issue 
of housing after what has been a long and notable absence. I think we can 
argue that also absent, from this never-ending conversation about the 
public’s role in the provision of housing to its citizens—as it continues in 
media and budget hearings and courtrooms and in community meetings—
have been the contributions of academic institutions like the Buell Center 
for the Study of American Architecture. In fact, I would go so far as to  
say that in large part, Architecture (with a big A) has pulled back from the 
discourse on social housing in this country since the proclaimed death of 
modern architecture with the fall of Yamasaki’s buildings in ’72. Even 
the Congress for New Urbanism, coauthors of this fine document here, 
through their involvement with HOPE VI, have inserted themselves into the 
void where traditional public housing and modern architecture reportedly 
failed, by quietly steering its supposed cure. But, they’ve sought to do so 
without the appearance of Architecture (again, big A) or authorship, relying 
instead on the stylistics of nostalgia and the will of the public as apparently 
expressed in community charrettes.

Academic Hubris,
Community 
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Role of the Museum

MJ: But we’re still only tentatively seizing these opportunities. In some 
sense, when public bodies dither, private developers leap. In Huntington, 
Long Island in 2010, after three years of planning and endless meetings, 
a mixed-income, mixed-use rental and homeownership development 
proposed by Avalon Bay Communities and located less than a half-mile 
from the Long Island Rail Road station was defeated. The politics of change 
are extremely hard

Government and 
Policy,
A New Conversation

BL: Jeanne Gang’s “Machine in the Garden” is perhaps the place to start, 
as the central elements of the project are so clearly and bilingually 
communicated. One thing I cannot overstate is the value of community 
participation, which this team did better than anyone else. It costs very little 
to hold community meetings, interview residents, paint murals, and build 
neighborhood gardens and playgrounds, especially when compared to the 
overall cost of developing affordable housing, but the dividends reaped from 
these efforts are invaluable in terms of achieving a sustainable community 
that residents want to be a part of. Pride of ownership of individual property, 
which is something that has been pushed for a long time—again, since  
’72—is nothing compared to the pride or want to belong to one’s community.

Affordable Housing,
Community 
Participation,
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Quality of Life

BL: I think it’s important for us, especially within the context of this exhi-
bition, to look at New Jersey because we’re not really talking about what we 
understood to be “suburbia” any more, and we’re also not really talking 
about what we understood to be “the city” anymore. East Orange and 
“Thoughts on a Walking City” are an excellent example of that. The Oranges, 
if they were compared to the largest cities in the United States, would be 
the fifth densest city in the United States. It actually has over 16,000 people 
per square mile. (To give you some frame of reference, New York only has 
27,000 people per square mile, and the drop-off after New York is rather 
rapid.) So, I applaud MOS for their somewhat backhanded recognition that, 
despite this density, there still aren’t enough services, there still isn’t enough 
affordable housing, and “Oh, and by the way, you’re all fat.” The answer 
they came up with, which I don’t disagree with at all, is that we actually 
need to make it denser, and what they suggest is essentially Smart Growth 
on steroids. […] The way Smart Growth is essentially practiced now is in 
very small increments, and to the extent that it’s practiced in these small 
increments, it’s working. But if it were practiced at a much larger scale, as 
MOS suggested, who knows what the implications could be? I like to think 
that could be very beneficial.
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Infrastructure,
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A New Conversation,
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BL: One of the things that was perhaps a subtle component of Team Gang’s 
proposal was the coupling of the development of affordable housing with 
job opportunities. 
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357

Foreclosed: August 2012



BL: “Properties with Property” occupies the only site that anyone who 
doesn’t live in Manhattan would call a “real suburb,” which Marc alluded to, 
and unapologetically so. In so doing, Team Zago really brings to the fore, in 
the most aesthetically exciting way possible, issues of the overlaps between 
public and private space that are paramount to any affordable housing 
development since the introduction of Newman’s Defensible Space. […] 
But the question that automatically brings up, especially when compared 
against MOS’s project, is that even though the density in some places in 
Rialto is quadrupled from what it was or what it was proposed to be, is that 
still enough density to survive? Even though that density is camouflaged, 
would the people that want to be in a low-density area still want to be 
there? And would the people who need the density in order to survive, and 
predominantly those are low-income families, would they be able to get  
the supportive services that they would need in a community with that level 
of density?

Affordable Housing,
Cities and Suburbs,
Land Use and Density,
Reference and 
Comparison

BL: I think it’s important for us, especially within the context of this exhi-
bition, to look at New Jersey because we’re not really talking about what we 
understood to be “suburbia” any more, and we’re also not really talking 
about what we understood to be “the city” anymore. East Orange and 
“Thoughts on a Walking City” are an excellent example of that. The Oranges, 
if they were compared to the largest cities in the United States, would be 
the fifth densest city in the United States. It actually has over 16,000 people 
per square mile. (To give you some frame of reference, New York only has 
27,000 people per square mile, and the drop-off after New York is rather 
rapid.) So, I applaud MOS for their somewhat backhanded recognition that, 
despite this density, there still aren’t enough services, there still isn’t enough 
affordable housing, and “Oh, and by the way, you’re all fat.” The answer 
they came up with, which I don’t disagree with at all, is that we actually 
need to make it denser, and what they suggest is essentially Smart Growth 
on steroids. […] The way Smart Growth is essentially practiced now is in 
very small increments, and to the extent that it’s practiced in these small 
increments, it’s working. But if it were practiced at a much larger scale, as 
MOS suggested, who knows what the implications could be? I like to think 
that could be very beneficial.

BL: With the second [Mt. Laurel] decision, it was one of the first states to not 
necessarily recognize housing as a need or as an inalienable human right, 
but what it did recognize was that a society or a community or a municipality 
has an obligation to its residents to provide low-income housing options. 
And so, in a way, it kind of turned the provision-of-housing argument in on 
itself and put that on the role of society which, in a lot of ways, is what  
The Buell Hypothesis argues. But the problem that New Jersey is running 
into—and this is an affordable housing development in Mt. Laurel—is  
that the infrastructure that is required to sustain that low level of density for 
low-income families is not really practical. That’s why COAH [Coalition  
on Affordable Housing] is being challenged. That’s why Mt. Laurel I and II  
are being challenged. That’s why a lot of this is being rethought. And I’m  
not saying that we should come down on one side or the other, but one thing 
I really enjoy about the comparison of these projects is what the issues of 
density mean to that debate.

Affordable Housing,
Government and 
Policy,
Infrastructure,
A New Conversation,
Reference and 
Comparison, 
Responsibility

BL: The five teams, although each one of them in their own way tried to 
saddle up to the issue of public housing, no one really took it dead-on. No 
one really looked at it square in the eyes and ran at it, because it is so 
controversial, or that would be my guess from being on one of the teams 
and watching the other four teams work closely. It still has such a stigma  
to it. There is still such reluctance by the architectural community to 
reengage this issue of public housing that everyone kind of walked up to  
the edge and then shied back from it. 

Affordable Housing,
The Exhibition,
Government and 
Policy,
Professional Practice

BL: I don’t think there are too many conversations you can have in the public 
discourse where a term like “unwed welfare mother” is completely 
commonplace and assumed as being an acceptable term to throw around, 
but when you talk about public housing it is. In fact, it’s almost assumed.  
So, in a lot of ways we need to get out from our own bad image. 

Affordable Housing,
A New Conversation,
Populations and 
Demographics

BL: What I think was really innovative about this project [“Simultaneous 
City”] was the coupling of mixed-income residential with various public 
amenities and civic spaces, and it’s not too far off from what is currently 
being pushed in the CHOICE Neighborhoods Initiative, which if you’re 
unfamiliar is essentially a follow-up to HOPE VI. 

Government and 
Policy,
Land Use and Density,
Reference and 
Comparison

BL: From the outset, I think it was clear that the public was welcome to come 
in and be part of the conversation, but hoping that MoMA continues to move 
forward and have other activities and exhibitions that focus on housing, I 
would hope that the next iteration of this conversation is actually brought 
out to the public as opposed to asking the public to come in. […] There are 
three necessary components to a productive dialectic: the abstract, the 
negative, and the concrete. Similarly, though not immediately corollary, there 
are three necessary participants in a healthy discussion on housing: the 
architects, the policymakers, and the public. So, speaking on behalf of the 
policymakers and in the hopes that we both endeavor to include the public 
early and often, I say, “Welcome Back.”
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A New Conversation,
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Comments on Foreclosed

358



BL: From the outset, I think it was clear that the public was welcome to come 
in and be part of the conversation, but hoping that MoMA continues to move 
forward and have other activities and exhibitions that focus on housing, I 
would hope that the next iteration of this conversation is actually brought 
out to the public as opposed to asking the public to come in. […] There are 
three necessary components to a productive dialectic: the abstract, the 
negative, and the concrete. Similarly, though not immediately corollary, there 
are three necessary participants in a healthy discussion on housing: the 
architects, the policymakers, and the public. So, speaking on behalf of the 
policymakers and in the hopes that we both endeavor to include the public 
early and often, I say, “Welcome Back.”

Community 
Participation, 
A New Conversation,
Professional Practice

BL [in response to an audience question]: Quite frankly, the financers don’t 
come without the policy. Maybe as a policymaker or someone who’s directly 
involved in policy, that might seem narcissistic if not naïve, but you did  
not see the widespread investment in personal mortgages until there was  
a tax break. You didn’t see the widespread investment and the ability for 
private-public partnerships until there was a tax break. And those tax breaks 
were enabled with policy.

Government and 
Policy,
The Market

BL [in response to an audience question]: In a lot of ways I think the 
community engagement process can be grossly misused, and it has been 
misused. […] And it’s unfair because nine times out ten you’re working 
with a community that doesn’t have your background. They don’t have your 
vocabulary. They certainly don’t have your resources. In a way, what we try  
to do is unstack the deck when we start. 

Community 
Participation,
Professional Practice

Reinhold Martin: So it’s an election year. The question is, really, as people 
kind of operating around municipal and regional public sectors, what it 
would take to move this discussion we’re having in the big city here out into 
America, broadly construed whether we’re calling that “suburbia” or not. 
In other words, out into a space, a sphere, a site of discussion, in which the 
underlying values are on the table in a manner that is at least comparable 
to the way the practice of finance is currently on the table or the way, say, 
healthcare was on the table a few years ago. It’s quite striking that, during  
an election year after four years of this crisis, housing is still not on the  
table. What do you think?

BL: One of the things I thought to do in preparation for this talk was to chart, 
from the Bush administration through the Obama administration, the 
number of times the word “housing” appears in the State of the Union 
address. I got really depressed, so I stopped. In essence—again, because it 
is so polarizing, and I can’t wait to see what they said on Fox News—you’re 
going to have to wait until December. You’re going to have to wait until  
he gets reelected. You’re going to have to wait until Shaun Donovan has four 
more years. Then we can start to have a meaningful discussion. But until 
then, I don’t think anything that you put on the national political agenda that 
talks about “public” or “housing” other than possibly bailing out mortgages 
and/or bailing out more banks—I don’t know how that’s going to gain any 
traction or do anything other than alienate more voters. But once December 
comes, then it’s a different story. 

MJ: I wouldn’t disagree with that. I think there’s a curious rupture between 
the importance of housing in our lives and the importance of it in the 
political discourse, if you will. I think in New York City there are two things 
that are important to New Yorkers: real estate and romance. And real estate 
inevitably trumps romance. “Who’s got the right rent-stabilized apartment? 
I’ll take that one!” “Ok, you’re moving in with me. I’m not moving in with you.” 
Here it is so central to our lives. Go to a party in a single-family house in  
a neighborhood or something: “So, did you hear the house down the street 
went for so-many dollars?” It dominates our conversation in so many ways, 
and yet it’s so difficult for it to enter into the discussion even in the aftermath 
of this colossal, this calamity that has occurred. […] In some ways, when 
it gets into the public policy realm, it’s like “My eyes glaze over.” I’m talking 
about QRMs [Qualified Residential Mortgages], and you’re falling asleep. 
Let’s admit it. It is hard. It’s really hard to raise this issue in an effective 
manner. 

Affordable Housing,
Government and 
Policy,
Liberal versus 
Conservative,
A New Conversation
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Audience Member: I used to be a homeowner in Fort Lee, but the taxes got 
to be too high. As you know in New Jersey the taxes for homes are among 
the highest in the country. So, I sold the home at a loss in this economy  
and received a HUD voucher to get a rental space. In my town, I was told 
there is a lack of public housing. If I were to go into a HUD building, I could 
move in but not move out. It would be better for someone of my age to  
get a HUD voucher and just try to find affordable housing with that voucher. 
Now that new development is not taking into consideration affordable 
housing, so my question to you is since the housing authority in my town 
said they cannot approach the developer, and the town that is making the 
deal with the developers cannot request affordable housing, can gentlemen 
like you make any suggestions? I understand that Governor Christie  
of New Jersey has the idea that affordable housing, the HUD program, is 
something where the developers that have put in money into the fund  
for these things, the funds have not been used, and that money he wants the 
government to take. So, the affordable housing in New Jersey is stagnant 
and looks like it’s going away. Can you make any suggestion how affordable 
housing can have a future and how there can be better communication  
with developers that are getting a great deal for people like me?

BL: What you essentially did in maybe two minutes is cut a broad swath right 
through just about every problem that we kind of touched upon up here  
and hopefully to some extent a lot of these projects started to poke at.  
I would, with all due respect to my colleagues, suggest they didn’t really get 
into that cut. And, when Barry said this would be a little more nuts and bolts,  
I didn’t realize we were talking this nuts and bolts, but you’re absolutely 
right. You point out a whole series of problems starting from the fact that 
 you’ve been displaced, put in a position where you could no longer afford 
your house because of the taxes on that house. Now you’re being left  
with very few options. I would hope on a really basic level that your voucher 
is portable, so that you aren’t stuck just looking for housing in Fort Lee which 
I know can be somewhat challenging. […] The whole Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund is a problem because it’s like the old George Bernard Shaw 
play Major Barbara: It allows these guys to buy their way out of providing 
affordable housing. […] As long as you continue to take what amounts  
to developers’ ransom money, you’re going to continue to have segregated 
neighborhoods. You’re going to continue to have folks like yourself who  
are stuck, getting forced out of their neighborhood…

Affordable Housing,
Government and 
Policy,
Homeownership,
The Market,
Reference and 
Comparison

Reinhold Martin: So it’s an election year. The question is, really, as people 
kind of operating around municipal and regional public sectors, what it 
would take to move this discussion we’re having in the big city here out 
into America, broadly construed whether we’re calling that “suburbia” or 
not. In other words, out into a space, a sphere, a site of discussion, in which 
the underlying values are sort of on the table in a manner that is at least 
comparable to the way the practice of finance is currently on the table or the 
way, say, healthcare was on the table a few years ago. It’s quite striking that, 
during an election year after four years of this crisis, housing is still not on 
the table. What do you think?

BL: One of the things I thought to do in preparation for this talk was to 
chart, from the Bush administration through the Obama administration, 
the number of times the word “housing” appears in the State of the Union 
address. I got really depressed, so I stopped. In essence—again, because it 
is so polarizing, and I can’t wait to see what they said on Fox News—you’re 
going to have to wait until December. You’re going to have to wait until he 
gets reelected. You’re going to have to wait until Shawn Donovan has four 
more years. Then we can start to have a meaningful discussion. But until 
then, I don’t think anything that you put on the national political agenda that 
talks about “public” or “housing” other than possibly bailing out mortgages 
and/or bailing out more banks—I don’t know how that’s going to gain any 
traction or do anything other than alienate more voters. But once December 
comes, then it’s a different story. 

MJ: I wouldn’t disagree with that. I think there’s a curious rupture between 
the importance of housing in our lives and the importance of it in the 
political discourse, if you will. I think in New York City, there are two things 
that are important to New Yorkers: real estate and romance. And real estate 
inevitably trumps romance. “Who’s got the right rent-stabilized apartment? 
I’ll take that one!” “Ok, you’re moving in with me. I’m not moving in with you.” 
Here it is so central to our lives. Go to a party in a single-family house in a 
neighborhood or something: “So, did you hear the house down the street 
went for so-many dollars?” It dominates our conversation in so many ways, 
and yet it’s so difficult for it to enter into the discussion even in the aftermath 
of this colossal, this calamity that has occurred. […] In some ways, when 
it gets into the public policy realm, it’s like “My eyes glaze over.” I’m talking 
about QRMs [Qualified Residential Mortgages], and you’re falling asleep. 
Let’s admit it. It is hard. It’s really hard to raise this issue in an effective 
manner. 
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Janet Varney (JV): We were looking at this HuffPost article. I’ve got it pulled 
up here. It’s on the Business vertical, and it’s Peter S. Goodman’s post 
“Foreclosure Crisis Spurs Quest to Reinvigorate Suburbs.” It’s a great read. 
Of course, it engages the reader with regard to all of the things we were 
 just talking about: this idea of the real estate bubble, the collapse, all of 
these people being turned out of their homes, and what it’s going to mean to 
the bouncing back, to the recovery, and what that’s going to look like. 

AM: And to the American dream, right?

JV: And to the American dream and what that even means anymore.

American Dream, 
Internet Banter,
The Market,
Press and Links
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Janet Varney (JV): We were looking at this HuffPost article. I’ve got it pulled 
up here. It’s on the Business vertical, and it’s Peter S. Goodman’s post 
Foreclosure Crisis Spurs Quest to Reinvigorate Suburbs.” It’s a great read. 
Of course, it engages the reader with regard to all of the things we were 
 just talking about: this idea of the real estate bubble, the collapse, all of 
these people being turned out of their homes, and what it’s going to mean to 
the bouncing back, to the recovery, and what that’s going to look like. 

AM: And to the American dream, right?

JV: And to the American dream and what that even means anymore.

American Dream, 
Internet Banter,
The Market,
Press and Links

JV: So the idea isn’t necessarily that these are exhibits that will then be 
transformed into actual developments. It’s really more about an imagining 
and an inspiring of the American public. Is that right?

Amale Andraos (AA): Definitely. It’s really an architecture exhibition, and the 
idea is to project alternate visions, you know, where people can actually look 
at models and say, “I would live there.” And “there” would be, in our case,  
five times the density from typical suburbs, three times the open space, a 
wide range of diversity in terms of typology of housing, a wide range of 
diversity in terms of landscapes, etc, etc. So, they’re pointing at something 
that is completely opposite and different to what exists there now. 

AM: It’s very cool, actually. I went to this exhibit when I was in New York just a 
little while back, and it forces you to think outside of the box. 

JV: Literally outside of the tiny little box.

AM: Which is hard for everyone to do, you know? Even I, myself, was walking 
around the exhibit, and everything shows this very condensed communal 
style of living. And, at first, you get this kind of reaction like “I wouldn’t 
want to do that. What about my privacy? What about my personal space?” 
because I feel like we’ve been conditioned to want these single-family large 
homes with our own driveway and our own yard and to block ourselves 
off from everyone else. But I think it’s a really incredible thing, this exhibit, 
because it just makes you envision the world and the way that we live in a 
different way. 

The Exhibition, 
Land Use and Density, 
A New Conversation, 
Quality of Life

Courtney Poulos (CP): There’s more to it, I think, than just high-density. In 
northeast Los Angeles, where there was a huge impact after the market 
crashed, and there are so many bank-owned homes, it’s not just about 
mixed-use, but also creating communities—building community with what’s 
already existing, like the greenest way of building and rebuilding. 

JV: Will you tell us a little about what you actually do with your organization? 
Because you buy up places that have been foreclosed upon, and you 
essentially transform them, but you use what’s there.

CP: That’s right. So, my biggest client is Better Shelter. And Better Shelter 
is one of the rehab firms that pioneered the transformation of northeast LA. 
They took these foreclosed homes which you could buy very cheaply and 
did a higher-end design and started to draw people who couldn’t get what 
they wanted on the west side and bring them out to our neighborhoods. 
Now what that’s turned into for our organization, the NELA Business 
Culture, is attracting small-business owners, attracting tech companies, so 
that we can create a community where people can live, work, and play. And 
there’s also turning abandoned gas stations into parks, and the community 
is really working together to improve what we’ve already got. And these 
areas were neglected, and now they’re flourishing. 

Jobs, 
Land Use and Density, 
Quality of Life, 
Reference and 
Comparison, 
Retrofit or Redesign

AM: Can I just read you a comment really quick before we get into this? 
Jamesguy74 says, who is watching this right now—thank you for  
your comment—said, “I think that this foreclosure crisis gives the typical 
American suburbs to basically start over.” I guess, the chance to start  
over. “Housing prices are down dramatically, so it makes the American 
Dream more affordable for first time home buyers.” 

CP: That’s it.

SW: My brother’s buying a house right now. 

AA: I think one of the things, though, that the exhibition tried to do is 
question (and I think Peter Goodman in his article makes that clear) the 
connection between the American Dream and the ownership of the single-
family home. This is a very constructed link that is actually very recent 
historically. You can also redefine or reexamine the American Dream as, you 
know, better education, leaving a more sustainable world to your children 
than it is now. It is really critical to untangle this kind of ownership model 
of the single-family home with the American Dream. There are incredibly 
positive aspects to the American dream that don’t necessarily rely on this 
kind of ownership model. 

JV: Absolutely. 

Affordable Housing, 
American Dream, 
Homeownership, 
Internet Banter, 
Quality of Life

363

Foreclosed: August 2012



AM: Well if anyone’s going to do it then—we have some of our commenters 
that are weighing in that are part of a younger generation—it seems like 
they would be the ones to do it, right? Let’s take this comment from 
JamesPowers who says, “I’m 26 years old, and it’s been said my generation 
will change jobs 13 times before we retire. Why would I want to be saddled 
with the obligation of a mortgage. Condo or apartment. Fine with me.”

CP: What are the benefits of homeownership? Is that the question?

AM: A young person says, “Well, yeah. If you change jobs thirteen times . . .” 
Who knows where that takes you? Around the world or across the country. 
Just rent. 

CP: We all have to rent, that’s true. But definitely owning a home allows you 
the possibility to build wealth . . .

Homeownership, 
Internet Banter, 
Jobs

JV: How do we continue to propagate this idea of hope and this idea of 
connecting just regular everyday Americans who may not have a back-
ground in architecture, who may not have the sort of forward-thinking thrust 
that your company has? How do we better communicate this and continue 
to communicate it?

AA: First of all, the exhibition is incredibly accessible because of its models, 
and you can look at little people in the houses and kind of imagine yourself, 
and that was quite intentional. I think in general it’s just this kind of faith 
in the future, that the future doesn’t necessarily need to look like the past 
or even the present, and that we can live differently. We have in the past. 
We can in the future. And that it’s possible to imagine different models, 
and to kind of get out of ideologies that lock us in such as “The suburb is 
quintessentially American.” It’s not. It’s very global. [ . . . ] That this is not 
necessarily the way things need to be. 

A New Conversation

CP: But I want to talk about the suburbs for just a moment if I may. I think 
that the suburbs kind of get a bad rap. We all want a backyard for our kids to 
run around in, and I think that’s completely fair. I used to work in Washington, 
DC, and they built out, during the boom, pretty far. So people were traveling 
twenty, thirty miles to get into the city, and all the streets were jammed,  
and there was kind of nothing going on in those suburbs. And I think that’s 
the problem—not that the suburbs exist. It’s that people can’t live, work,  
and play in their communities. So, they’re spending all their time in the car. 
What I’m saying is whether it’s twenty miles away from the heart of the  
city or whether it’s at the edge or border of the city, which is where I work like 
northeast LA, it’s about building a community that can sustain employment 
and where people can live and work and play together. That’s what makes 
life valuable, and that’s why people want to live here. That’s why people want 
to move here. You can knock on the door and know your neighbor.

AA: Absolutely, I should add that your backyard could be on your roof.

CP: I wouldn’t want my kid running around on the roof.

Challenge of 
Suburbia, 
Circulation, 
Family, 
Quality of Life

AM: Can I just read you a comment really quick before we get into this? 
Jamesguy74 says, who is watching this right now—thank you for your 
comment—said, “I think that this foreclosure crisis gives the typical 
American suburbs to basically start over.” I guess, the chance to start  
over. “Housing prices are down dramatically, so it makes the American 
Dream more affordable for first time home buyers.” 

CP: That’s it.

Stephanie Walker (SW):  My brother’s buying a house right now. 

AA: I think one of the things, though, that the exhibition tried to do is question 
(and I think Peter Goodman in his article makes that clear) the connection 
between the American Dream and the ownership of the single-family home. 
This is a very constructed link that is actually very recent historically. You 
can also redefine or reexamine the American Dream as, you know, better 
education, leaving a more sustainable world to your children than it is now.  
It is really critical to untangle this kind of ownership model of the single-
family home with the American Dream. There are incredibly positive aspects 
to the American Dream that don’t necessarily rely on this kind of ownership 
model. 

JV: Absolutely. 
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CP: But I want to talk about the suburbs for just a moment if I may. I think 
that the suburbs kind of get a bad rap. We all want a backyard for our kids to 
run around in, and I think that’s completely fair. I used to work in Washington, 
DC, and they built out, during the boom, pretty far. So people were traveling 
twenty, thirty miles to get into the city, and all the streets were jammed,  
and there was kind of nothing going on in those suburbs. And I think that’s 
the problem—not that the suburbs exist. It’s that people can’t live, work,  
and play in their communities. So, they’re spending all their time in the car. 
What I’m saying is whether it’s twenty miles away from the heart of the  
city or whether it’s at the edge or border of the city, which is where I work like 
northeast LA, it’s about building a community that can sustain employment 
and where people can live and work and play together. That’s what makes 
life valuable, and that’s why people want to live here. That’s why people want 
to move here. You can knock on the door and know your neighbor.

AA: Absolutely, I should add that your backyard could be on your roof.

CP: I wouldn’t want my kid running around on the roof.

SW: The MoMA exhibit, it inspires. It shows out-of-the-box thinking, ways  
to totally reexamine the types of dwelling we would like to own or be a part of 
in the future if we want to ever have a home again, and that’s different  
than having a mortgage. When we were going through this, we said, “We’ll 
never own a home again unless we can pay for it outright.” [. . .] One of  
the conversations we have more often than not is the type of places that 
we would like to live in. And it’s gone from being a traditional-type home to 
“What if we had a completely sustainable home where it’s completely solar-
powered?” and things that we never really considered previously. And I think 
that that’s what’s so inspiring and that’s what’s so exciting about these types 
of exhibits. I can’t see the value of homeownership right now from where  
I’m sitting as the only answer because I had been so bitter on it for that period.
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Academic Hubris. The issue of whether architects, and 
architects in academia in particular, can or should be 
considered cultural leaders is a controversial one. These 
comments discuss the extent and effects of such lead-
ership, whether actual or imagined.
p25, 26, 53, 65, 74, 93, 115, 152, 153, 160, 164, 166, 178, 
179, 206, 208, 211, 233, 241, 244, 264, 265, 267, 268, 281, 
286, 357. CT p26, 56, 87, 91, 116, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 
127, 128, 129, 133, 142, 143, 154, 196, 211, 212, 216, 217, 
221, 222, 243, 328

Affordable Housing. At the center of the exhibition  
were questions regarding housing affordability, whether 
through homeownership or renting. These comments  
specifically discuss the issues surrounding what 
approaches can or should contribute to providing  
affordable housing.
p36, 55, 67, 76, 77, 98, 101, 109, 111, 112, 113, 131, 132, 137, 
140, 152, 153, 183, 184, 185, 206, 211, 225, 226, 233, 236, 
239, 244, 263, 277, 307, 308, 309, 310, 311, 313, 319, 356, 
357, 358, 359, 360, 363. CT p26, 29, 33, 44, 66, 85, 86, 
88, 89, 96, 122, 126, 127, 129, 133, 143, 162, 208, 232, 242, 
246, 312, 318, 322, 326, 328, 329, 332, 333, 334, 343, 
345, 346, 365, 368, 369, 371, 372, 374, 375

American Dream. The Buell Hypothesis posits that chang-
ing the American Dream can change the American city. 
These comments discuss aspects of this dream and the 
effects they have on the development of housing in the 
American suburbs.
p29, 32, 36, 45, 46, 55, 67, 70, 76, 78, 84, 98, 101, 107, 
115, 130, 132, 137, 139, 149, 155, 166, 171, 183, 184, 185, 
188, 191, 198, 200, 201, 206, 208, 220, 228, 229, 235, 
237, 240, 241, 260, 262, 265, 266, 270, 275, 285, 286, 
287, 290, 295, 308, 311, 349, 353, 362, 363. CT p42, 43, 
86, 88, 96, 103, 118, 122, 123, 125, 126, 133, 142, 144, 151, 
171, 179, 181, 182, 215, 223, 224, 242, 243, 244, 252, 253, 
255, 261, 271, 272, 298, 303, 327, 334, 343, 367

Art and Architecture. The disciplines of art and archit-
ecture are related but not synonymous. These comments 
discuss the nature, extent, and appropriateness of the 
relationship between the two.
p24, 25, 37, 54, 65, 70, 71, 75, 78, 82, 98, 107, 159, 163, 
274, 291, 292. CT p25, 61, 78, 97, 118, 124, 126, 127, 128, 
179, 195, 217, 243, 258, 278, 294, 347

Challenge of Suburbia. The suburbs present unique 
issues nonexistent in cities and rural areas. These com-
ments discuss some of those challenges including 
changing demographics, land use patterns, approaches 
to homeownership, and the particular ways that these 
questions affect suburbia.
p20, 24, 29, 45, 55, 57, 70, 72, 93, 98, 100, 108, 111, 115, 
131, 134, 139, 152, 155, 159, 166, 169, 191, 199, 211, 246, 
275, 290, 301, 302, 314, 354, 364. CT p60, 88, 117, 143, 
144, 151, 167, 173, 191, 251, 253, 287, 317, 365, 369, 372, 373

Circulation. How we move around is a fundametal con-
sideration for the design of cities, suburbs, and hous- 
ing. These comments discuss topics of transportation, 
walkability, and commuting.
p46, 55, 71, 72, 77, 109, 120, 134, 155, 163, 181, 183, 189, 
219, 263, 264, 281, 288, 295, 302, 319, 355, 356, 364. 
CT p42, 46, 84, 85, 87, 88, 126, 133, 158, 162, 166, 174, 
181, 207, 215, 217, 224, 251, 252, 263, 322, 324, 327, 328, 
332, 333, 338, 340, 341, 342, 343, 344, 345

Cities and Suburbs. Historically, suburbia has been 
defined relative to the city. These comments discuss the 
relationship between the two and the extent to which 
their definitions may be changing.
p58, 71, 90, 115, 150, 159, 163, 166, 171, 177, 183, 184, 198, 
211, 228, 229, 231, 246, 266, 302, 303, 306, 319, 354, 355, 
356, 357, 358, 361. CT p20, 42, 56, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 97, 
116, 144, 162, 167, 172, 173, 174, 218, 221, 242, 298, 315, 
326, 327, 331, 335, 338, 339, 340, 341, 342, 344, 345, 346

Community Participation. Public participation is widely 
seen as a critical part of urban planning processes. 
These comments discuss aspects of community input  
as it relates to the issues presented in the exhibition.
p46, 58, 65, 67, 72, 77, 78, 100, 108, 111, 132, 153, 154, 
166, 211, 241, 244, 269, 302, 307, 348, 355, 357, 358, 
359. CT p38, 39, 44, 61, 75, 122, 127, 128, 154, 163, 215, 
251, 312, 337

The Exhibition. While the exhibition provides the basic 
prompt for this discussion, these comments specifically 
discuss choices made by curators and designers regard-
ing the exhibition and the materials presented.
p47, 57, 58, 95, 108, 120, 153, 163, 164, 166, 168, 169,  
170, 171, 176, 180, 183, 186, 187, 194, 195, 199, 209, 213, 
228, 229, 233, 235, 238, 248, 249, 250, 254, 255, 262, 
269, 274, 281, 282, 283, 286, 287, 289, 290, 291, 292, 
295, 303, 306, 308, 314, 317, 320, 350, 351, 354, 356, 
357, 358, 363. CT p30, 31, 40, 50, 91, 97, 103, 104, 107, 
113, 116, 117, 127, 128, 162, 167, 179, 187, 195, 196, 221, 
222, 223, 231, 251, 254, 255, 257, 258, 261, 271, 276,  
278, 279, 288, 289, 293, 294, 313, 315, 317, 318, 325, 
342, 347, 351, 371, 375

Family. American suburbia has long been conceived 
as a place for families. These comments discuss the 
relevance of family, children, and multigenerational 
households, especially as the average household size 
and makeup change.
p46, 61, 77, 84, 113, 120, 131, 132, 134, 185, 211, 286,  
309, 364. CT p62, 88, 150, 215, 216, 218, 222, 223, 227, 
323, 374

Government and Policy. Federal, state, and municipal  
government decisions affect suburban housing from 
issues of finance and subsidy to questions of land  
use regulation. These comments discuss the political 
and governmental role and the extent to which it  
should be exercised.
p32, 55, 64, 76, 77, 84, 90, 106, 112, 113, 115, 120, 131,  
134, 137, 140, 156, 183, 184, 186, 189, 198, 200, 206, 211, 
228, 235, 242, 244, 252, 253, 260, 263, 264, 265, 267, 
268, 276, 277, 283, 307, 308, 309, 310, 320, 321, 351, 
355, 356, 358, 359, 360. CT p42, 43, 46, 56, 75, 84, 87, 
88, 89, 91, 118, 122, 123, 129, 142, 143, 163, 173, 196, 212, 
222, 231, 232, 239, 244, 251, 263, 271, 312, 321, 322, 323, 
324, 325, 326, 328, 329, 330, 331, 334, 335, 336, 337, 
338, 339, 340, 341, 342, 345, 346, 366, 368, 369, 370, 
371, 372, 373

Homeownership. The concept and structure of home- 
ownership is inextricably linked to the questions of  
the American suburbs, housing, mortgage finance, and 
foreclosure. These comments discuss the significance  
of homeownership, the rise of renting, and different  
financial relationships between residents and their homes. 
p20, 32, 37, 55, 71, 76, 77, 83, 84, 101, 109, 110, 113, 139, 
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140, 150, 156, 163, 183, 184, 185, 189, 191, 198, 200, 206, 
219, 228, 230, 236, 255, 257, 260, 263, 266, 275, 283, 
287, 295, 306, 309, 310, 311, 314, 317, 319, 321, 348, 351, 
353, 356, 357, 360, 363, 364, 365. CT p56, 77, 85, 86,  
88, 116, 140, 142, 144, 150, 222, 223, 232, 238, 242, 263, 
271, 272, 273, 323, 324, 326, 338, 340, 344, 345, 346, 
365, 366, 367, 368, 369, 370, 371, 372, 373, 374

Infrastructure. Proposals for development at the scale of 
the housing unit, neighborhood, city, or region, all include 
infrastructural necessities. These comments discuss  
the complicated question of infrastructure, including how 
it should be planned and funded.
p20, 56, 71, 77, 90, 106, 109, 111, 156, 179, 184, 189, 226, 
263, 286, 307, 355, 357, 358. CT p26, 49, 83, 89, 143, 
147, 177, 272, 318, 326, 346

Internet Banter. Public and often anonymous discussion 
through the Internet enables a certain type of back- 
and-forth rarely found in other forms of discourse. These 
comments include discussion either about this forum  
or resulting from the forum.
p163, 247, 362, 363, 364. CT p24, 26, 29, 30, 34, 39,  
43, 44, 54, 56, 61, 62, 73, 75, 76, 78, 85, 87, 88, 91, 102, 
117, 124, 125, 126, 128, 129, 132, 133, 139, 141, 143, 147, 
158, 160, 163, 171, 172, 175, 180, 195, 196, 211, 212, 216, 
223, 230, 232, 239, 242, 251, 252, 253, 255, 257, 271, 
272, 293, 312, 318, 319, 321, 323, 326, 327, 328, 331, 333, 
334, 336, 337, 338, 340, 341, 343, 344, 345, 346, 351, 
365, 366, 367, 368, 369, 370, 371, 372, 373, 374, 375

Jobs. Designing for how and where people live will  
necessarily include discussions of how and where those 
people will work. These comments discuss issues of  
jobs and job creation.
p77, 90, 101, 109, 131, 152, 156, 166, 185, 188, 200, 219, 
244, 263, 357, 363, 364. CT p29, 43, 84, 86, 87, 88,  
126, 133, 144, 171, 218, 221, 222, 239, 251, 323, 329, 342, 
344, 347, 370, 371, 372

Land Use and Density. Urban planning issues such as 
land use (including residential, commercial, industrial, 
institutional, and mixed uses), density, and the zoning 
policies that dictate them are often used as guiding prin-
ciples in design. These comments discuss the decisions 
proposed in the exhibition as well as their projected 
consequences.
p46, 55, 57, 77, 79, 93, 101, 106, 108, 109, 110, 112, 113, 
120, 131, 132, 134, 140, 150, 156, 161, 163, 166, 183, 184, 
209, 211, 219, 228, 229, 235, 237, 246, 249, 250, 252, 
253, 257, 260, 262, 263, 265, 269, 270, 281, 283, 287, 
292, 295, 301, 303, 306, 311, 317, 319, 321, 349, 353, 354, 
356, 357, 358, 361, 363. CT p56, 67, 85, 86, 91, 113,  
117, 142, 143, 144, 173, 174, 182, 215, 216, 221, 223, 224, 
253, 271, 293, 322, 323, 324, 325, 326, 332, 334, 338, 
339, 343, 373

Liberal versus Conservative. Questions of housing afford-
ability in suburbia involve questions of lifestyle, economic 
and financial practices, environmentalism, government 
investment and regulation, and social ideology. These 
comments discuss the issues presented by the exhibition 
within the terms of liberal and conservative debate.
p189, 206, 211, 265, 283, 308, 359. CT p86, 87, 123, 124, 
125, 126, 127, 174, 196, 217, 221, 222, 223, 224, 324, 327, 
328, 335, 369

The Market. Housing constitutes a cornerstone set of 
industries that are essential to the US economy. These 
comments discuss issues of the housing market, the 
mortgage and financial structures surrounding it, whether 
we create supply to meet existing demand, as well as 
arguments against providing affordable housing options 
through the private market.
p26, 32, 36, 52, 71, 73, 74, 76, 84, 108, 111, 112, 113, 115, 
140, 141, 150, 155, 161, 166, 179, 180, 183, 185, 186, 189, 
199, 200, 209, 210, 211, 228, 229, 233, 238, 242, 252, 
263, 276, 277, 283, 286, 307, 309, 310, 311, 312, 313, 320, 
321, 355, 356, 359, 360, 362. CT p26, 33, 43, 49, 75,  
84, 86, 87, 88, 96, 104, 123, 124, 125, 126, 129, 141, 142, 
143, 144, 150, 160, 171, 172, 175, 212, 216, 221, 222, 231, 
246, 251, 252, 253, 266, 278, 321, 322, 323, 326, 327, 
328, 329, 333, 334, 335, 336, 339, 342, 344, 346, 367, 
368, 369, 370, 371, 372, 373, 374, 375

A New Conversation. In the wake of the foreclosure  
crisis, many have called for a discussion on strategies 
for housing affordability and development. These  
comments discuss the need for a new conversation  
and new ideas on the topic.
p20, 23, 29, 33, 36, 37, 38, 42, 48, 53, 64, 65, 67, 71, 98, 
99, 106, 107, 130, 139, 149, 150, 152, 158, 159, 164, 168, 
170, 180, 183, 185, 186, 188, 199, 201, 206, 219, 220, 228, 
235, 239, 240, 243, 245, 252, 255, 257, 263, 265, 268, 
274, 281, 285, 286, 287, 289, 290, 292, 295, 306, 307, 
308, 310, 311, 313, 320, 321, 348, 349, 350, 354, 356, 
357, 358, 359, 363, 364, 365, 365. CT p26, 29, 54, 56, 
76, 87, 91, 93, 103, 117, 122, 123, 129, 154, 167, 174, 175, 
182, 212, 216, 222, 253, 255, 278, 305, 312, 313, 323,  
327, 342, 343, 366, 367, 370, 371, 373, 375

Populations and Demographics. The demographic make- 
up of cities and suburbs is changing. These comments  
discuss these changes (including population sizes, racial 
and ethnic makeup, and socioeconomic factors) and  
their effects.
p57, 58, 61, 62, 71, 76, 78, 84, 108, 111, 112, 115, 120, 131, 
155, 166, 183, 188, 200, 211, 213, 214, 235, 237, 249, 252, 
265, 270, 286, 287, 311, 314, 321, 355, 356, 358. CTp39, 
49, 56, 78, 85, 86, 87, 88, 132, 133, 144, 147, 150, 151, 215, 
218, 315, 323, 365, 369, 372, 373

Press and Links. These comments include press releases 
and links to articles presented elsewhere, including 
many in this volume.
p20, 61, 73, 114, 145, 161, 172, 187, 249, 362. CT p24, 25, 
27, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 37, 39, 40, 44, 45, 48, 50, 54, 55, 
60, 61, 66, 67, 72, 75, 76, 77, 79, 81, 82, 83, 92, 93, 95, 97, 
102, 103, 104, 106, 107, 111, 113, 114, 117, 118, 129, 133, 134, 
139, 140, 141, 142, 144, 145, 147, 148, 149, 151, 154, 155, 
159, 160, 162, 165, 167, 172, 177, 179, 181, 182, 187, 190, 
191, 192, 208, 209, 210, 212, 218, 219, 225, 227, 228, 230, 
231, 232, 234, 237, 238, 239, 241, 242, 243, 245, 247, 251, 
253, 254, 255, 256, 258, 261, 262, 263, 267, 268, 269, 
270, 276, 278, 279, 283, 285, 288, 289, 290, 293, 294, 
298, 300, 304, 305, 312, 313, 315, 317, 318, 319, 320, 322, 
325, 342, 347, 351, 353, 354, 360, 361, 365, 375

Professional Practice. Architecture and urban planning 
activities operate in academic institutions and in the 
field, in theory and in practice. These comments discuss 
the realities of practice and common understanding  
of these professions.
p25, 37, 52, 53, 65, 70, 71, 91, 96, 100, 113, 122, 137, 141, 
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149, 153, 154, 163, 179, 183, 198, 199, 201, 208, 210,  
225, 231, 233, 234, 238, 242, 247, 255, 267, 268, 276, 
277, 286, 292, 303, 311, 312, 355, 357, 358, 359. CT  
p26, 40, 43, 49, 54, 72, 77, 87, 91, 97, 102, 125, 127,  
128, 141, 163, 171, 181, 196, 212, 224, 243, 251, 255, 293,  
304, 312, 313
 
Quality of Life. Access to services, open space and  
recreation, and a vibrant neighborhood, among many 
other things, all contribute to the quality of life within any 
neighborhood or city. These comments discuss these 
issues along with the means for ensuring their presence 
within communities.
p46, 57, 61, 78, 84, 109, 115, 119, 170, 171, 183, 224, 233, 
235, 269, 275, 277, 302, 303, 314, 319, 321, 357, 363, 
364. CT p43, 44, 46, 56, 61, 86, 88, 89, 97, 116, 123, 125, 
144, 162, 165, 221, 222, 223, 225, 227, 251, 253, 256, 322, 
323, 324, 326, 327, 331, 332, 333, 340, 342, 343, 344, 
345, 346, 365, 366, 370, 372, 373, 374

Reference and Comparison. Architecture, urban planning, 
and real estate development each have long histories. 
These comments discuss or include references and com-
parisons to historical precedents, best and worst practices, 
and different schools of thought.
p26, 36, 38, 54, 67, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 76, 83, 98, 100, 109, 
112, 120, 132, 134, 149, 153, 163, 164, 166, 171, 177, 184, 
186, 188, 198, 209, 219, 224, 228, 235, 244, 246, 247, 249, 
254, 260, 265, 267, 268, 269, 281, 282, 285, 287, 289, 
292, 301, 307, 308, 309, 310, 311, 355, 356, 357, 358, 
360, 363. CT p26, 29, 39, 42, 43, 44, 56, 77, 84, 85, 86, 
88, 89, 91, 96, 116, 117, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128,  
129, 132, 141, 142, 143, 144, 150, 151, 154, 160, 162, 163, 
167, 171, 174, 175, 196, 207, 212, 215, 216, 217, 221, 222, 
223, 224, 232, 240, 242, 246, 253, 271, 292, 293, 294, 
298, 304, 312, 321, 322, 323, 325, 326, 327, 331, 332, 
334, 335, 337, 338, 341, 342, 344, 345, 346, 365, 368, 
369, 370, 371, 372, 373, 374

Responsibility. Questions regarding responsibility are 
often controversial. These comments discuss who  
or what can or should be responsible for housing and 
development issues past, present, and future.
p32, 36, 72, 109, 184, 185, 262, 306, 309, 310, 311, 312, 
320, 321, 358, 361. CT p43, 44, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 142, 
144, 231, 251, 289, 321, 327, 328, 329, 330, 331, 335,  
336, 337, 340, 343, 344, 368, 373

Retrofit or Redesign. The extent to which the American 
suburbs should and can be retrofitted or entirely rede-
signed involves a complex set of considerations. These 
comments discuss these issues and the advantages  
and disadvantages of wiping the slate clean.
p24, 100, 110, 113, 134, 150, 152, 164, 166, 191, 199, 211,  
246, 249, 252, 260, 262, 281, 300, 301, 363. CT p117,  
126, 165, 167, 171, 172, 174, 175, 179, 219, 253, 271, 298,  
330, 372

Role of the Museum. Cultural institutions such as the 
Museum of Modern Art are generally believed to hold a 
certain position with a specific function in society. These 
comments discuss the role of the museum with respect 
to the topics of this exhibition, including whether an  
art museum can or should function as a platform for dis-
cussion on planning and spatial politics.
p25, 36, 37, 38, 47, 48, 52, 53, 54, 64, 67, 72, 74, 75, 115, 
148, 154, 180, 194, 199, 228, 238, 244, 265, 266, 291, 292, 

298, 308, 349, 357. CT p27, 38, 39, 75, 76, 116, 117, 122, 
128, 149, 217, 237, 242, 283, 290, 293, 294

Scale. The design and development of housing and  
suburbia occur at several scales from the national level 
with federal policy and banking practices to the local 
scales of neighborhoods and communities to the scale 
of the individual home. These comments discuss the 
relationships between different scales and whether 
some should be prioritized over others.
p20, 29, 36, 64, 71, 77, 99, 100, 102, 106, 110, 153, 155, 
156, 184, 185, 186, 188, 208, 211, 229, 242, 244, 246, 262, 
276, 303, 310, 311, 314, 356. CT p24, 44, 50, 91, 128, 
142, 144, 147, 154, 165, 175, 217, 221, 240, 246, 293, 327

Silliness and Seriousness. The projects included in the  
exhibition have been variously described along a spec-
trum ranging from whimsical to serious in terms of their 
proposals and presentation. These comments discuss 
whether the projects can, should, or were intended to be 
taken seriously.
p115, 152, 166, 189, 201, 211, 213, 214, 224, 228, 229, 238, 
247, 248, 257, 275, 287, 290, 355. CT p60, 116, 123, 124, 
125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 133, 167, 196, 221, 222, 238, 242, 
251, 252, 292, 334

Sustainability. The long-term impact and maintenance of 
any proposal is an important factor in its design. These 
comments discuss issues of sustainability whether envi-
ronmental, economic, or social.
p52, 55, 57, 71, 75, 76, 77, 82, 84, 90, 93, 101, 109, 112, 
155, 156, 166, 183, 184, 185, 186, 189, 211, 213, 225, 226, 
229, 237, 244, 262, 263, 264, 265, 271, 284, 285, 286, 
300, 302, 303, 319, 351, 356. CT p26, 33, 42, 44, 49, 66, 
81, 87, 88, 91, 124, 142, 143, 144, 145, 167, 175, 179, 208, 
210, 215, 216, 217, 223, 227, 253, 256, 271, 272, 278, 289, 
298, 321, 324, 325, 326, 327, 328, 332, 333, 334, 341, 
342, 345, 374

Top-Down and Bottom-Up. Today, most cities and sub- 
urbs are developed and evolve through a combination  
of processes stemming from the “bottom” and decis-
ions made at the “top.” These comments discuss the 
influence from each direction and the balance between 
the two.
p100, 106, 160, 244, 264, 265, 286, 307, 308, 309. CT 
p44, 56, 88, 122, 123, 125, 143, 163, 216, 221, 222, 223, 
224, 254, 292, 328, 339, 342

(Un)Realistic Proposals. The projects included in the 
exhibition have been described as “propositions” rather 
than “blueprints.” These comments discuss the extent 
to which the proposals include a realistic understanding 
of the issues at hand and offer realizable solutions.
p81, 91, 93, 100, 120, 130, 131, 132, 141, 152, 155, 158, 159, 
166, 180, 181, 191, 199, 201, 206, 209, 211, 213, 214, 219, 
225, 229, 241, 242, 244, 245, 247, 248, 250, 252, 260, 
267, 268, 269, 275, 281, 283, 286, 287, 290, 292, 301, 
303, 311, 314, 355, 356. CT p91, 102, 117, 122, 124, 125, 
126, 127, 128, 132, 133, 141, 142, 143, 144, 147, 154, 165, 
177, 207, 217, 221, 242, 251, 252, 269, 322, 337, 347
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