
September 6   Introduction and resources  

  

September 13 Situating China’s Urbanism (Adam, Triston) 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

 Introduction 

Friedmann, John. 2006. “Four Theses in the Study of China’s Urbanization.“ International Journal of Urban 
and Regional Research 30, 2 (June): 440-451. 

Logan, John and Susan Fainstein. 2008. “Introduction: Urban China in Comparative Perspective (Links to an 

external site.),” in John Logan, ed, Urban China in Transition. Wiley-Blackwell, p. 1-23. 

Wu, Fulong. 2016. “Emerging Chinese Cities: Implications for Global Urban Studies.” Professional 

Geographer 68, 2: 338-348. 

  

September 20 Urbanization and urban system (Lingran, Rebecca) 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

 Chapter 4 The Urban System since 1949. 

Chen, Mingxing, Weidong Liu and Xiaoli Tao. 2013. “Evolution and assessment on China’s urbanization 

1960–2010: Under-urbanization or over-urbanization?” Habitat International, 38 (April): 25-33. 

World Bank and China Development Research Center. 2014. “Achievements and Emerging Challenges (Links 

to an external site.),” in Urban China: Toward Efficient, Inclusive, and Sustainable Urbanization. Part I 

Overview, p. 5-15 (Chapters 1 and 2). 

OECD and China Development Research Foundation. 2010. Trends in Urbanization and Urban Policies in 

OECD Countries: What Lessons for China? (Links to an external site.) 

 Trends in urbanization in OECD countries (p. 8-34) 

  

September 27 Role of state and policy (Emily, Hui) 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

 Chapter 6 Cities in the Global Economy 

 Chapter 13 Urban Governance and Civil Society. 

Henderson, Vernon. 2009. Urbanization in China: Policy Issues and Options (Links to an external site.). China 

Economic Research and Advisory Programme. 

Chan, Kam Wing. 2010. “Fundamentals of China’s Urbanization and Policy (Links to an external site.).” The 

China Review 10, 1: 63-94. 

  

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/10.1111/j.1468-2427.2006.00671.x/epdf
https://books.google.com/books?id=pWeiz8cwbpwC&pg=PT18&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=pWeiz8cwbpwC&pg=PT18&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.tandfonline.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/full/10.1080/00330124.2015.1099189
http://www.sciencedirect.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/science/article/pii/S0197397512000537
http://www.sciencedirect.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/science/article/pii/S0197397512000537
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/18865
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/18865
https://www.oecd.org/urban/roundtable/45159707.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/urban/roundtable/45159707.pdf
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Economics/Faculty/henderson/Final%20Report%20format1109summary.doc
http://faculty.washington.edu/kwchan/Chan-Fundamentals-CR2010.pdf


October 4       Migration and urbanization (Eva, Mengyao, Shumen, Yuan) 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

 Chapter 5 Urban-Rural Divide, Socialist Institutions, and Migration. 

Chan, Kam Wing. 2010. “The Global Financial Crisis and Migrant Workers in China: ‘There is No Future as a 

Labourer; Returning to the Village has No Meaning’ (Links to an external site.).” International Journal of 

Urban and Regional Research 34, 3 (September): 659-677. 

Chan, Kam Wing. 2013. Urbanization and the Chinese Dream (Links to an external site.). Caixin Online 

Roberts, Kenneth D. 1997. "China's 'Tidal Wave' of Migrant Labor: What Can We Learn from Mexican 

Undocumented Migration to the United States (Links to an external site.)?" International Migration Review 31, 

2 (Summer): 249-293. 

  

October 11     Guest lecture by Francesco Rossini (Joan, Junhong) 

(School of architecture, The Chinese University of Hong Kong) 

Compact city and hyper dense metropolis: Hong Kong and Barcelona 

Zhang, Xingquan. 2000. “High-Rise and High-Density, Compact Urban Form: The Development of Hong 

Kong,” in Jenks, M. and Burgess, R. eds, The Compact Cities: Sustainable Urban Form for Developing 
Countries (Spon Press, London), p. 245-254. 

Mahtab-uz-Zaman, Q. M., Lau, S. S. Y. and So, H. M. 2000. ‘The Compact City of Hong Kong: A Sustainable 

Model for Asia?’ in Jenks, M. and Burgess, R. eds, The Compact Cities: Sustainable Urban Form for 
Developing Countries (Spon Press, London), p. 255-268. 

Shelton, B.,Karakiewicz, J. and Kvan, T. 2011. The Making of Hong Kong: From Vertical to Volumetric. 

London: Routledge. Chapter 5, p. 99-109. 

Rowe, Peter. 1997. "Civic Realms and Public Places," in Civic Realism. Cambridge: MIT Press, p. 56-72. 

Benach, Nuria. 2003. "Public Spaces in Barcelona 1980-2000," in Transforming Barcelona. Tim Marshall, ed. 

London: Routledge, p. 151-159. 

  

October 18     Book synopsis presentation 

(Book synopsis due) 

  

October 25     Urban land reform and market (Mingda, Yixiao) 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

 Chapter 10 Urban Land and Housing. 

World Bank and China Development Research Center. 2014. “China’s Urbanization and Land: A Framework 

for Reform (Links to an external site.),” in Urban China: Toward Efficient, Inclusive, and Sustainable 

Urbanization. Part II Supporting Reports, p. 263-284. 

http://faculty.washington.edu/kwchan/Chan_Migrants_IJURR2010.pdf
http://faculty.washington.edu/kwchan/Chan_Migrants_IJURR2010.pdf
http://english.caixin.com/2013-06-13/100540785.html
http://people.southwestern.edu/~robertsk/tidalwave.pdf
http://people.southwestern.edu/~robertsk/tidalwave.pdf
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/574060/
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/574060/
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/11297/files/folder/Readings?preview=574059
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/11297/files/folder/Readings?preview=574059
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/574058/
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/11297/files/folder/Readings?preview=657952
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/11297/files/folder/Readings?preview=672326
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/18865
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/18865


Abramson, Daniel. 2011. “Transitional Property Rights and Local Developmental History in China.” Urban 

Studies 48 (3): 553–68. 

Cervero, Robert and Jin Murakami. 2009. “Rail and Property Development in Hong Kong: Experiences and 

Extensions.” Urban Studies 46, 10 (September): 2019-2043. 

  

November 1   Land finance and infrastructure (Lu) 

(Research paper proposal due; please note class will meet 2:30 to 3:45) 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

 Chapter 9 Urban Infrastructure.  

Barreda, David M. and David Wertime. 2013. “China’s Great Infrastructure Binge, in Charts (Links to an 

external site.).” The Atlantic. August 12. 

Mu, Rui, Martin de Jong and Joop Koppenjan. 2011. “The rise and fall of Public–Private Partnerships in 

China: a path-dependent approach.” Journal of Transport Geography 19, 4 (July): 794-806. 

  

November 8   No class – Election holiday 

  

November 15 Guest lecture by Fulong Wu (Neha) 

(Bartlett Professor of Planning, University College London) 

Implications of land finance for urban development, metropolitan spatial structure, and housing  

Jie, Shen and Fulong Wu. 2016. "The Suburb as a Space of Capital Accumulation: The Development of New 

Towns in Shanghai, China." Antipode (forthcoming). 

Wu, Fulong. 2012. "Housing and the State in China," in International Encyclopedia of Housing and Home, 

Vol 3. Oxford: Elsevier, p. 323-329. 

Sorace, Christian and William Hurst. 2016. "China’s Phantom Urbanization and the Pathology of Ghost 

Cities (Links to an external site.)." Journal of Contemporary Asia 46, 2: 304-322.  

  

November 22 Bifurcated urban population and space (Eric, Lina) 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

 Chapter 8 Social-Spatial Transformation. 

Wu, Weiping and Guixin Wang. 2014. “Together but Unequal: Citizenship Rights for Migrants and Locals in 

Urban China.” Urban Affairs Review 50, 6 (November): 781-805. 

Mobrand, Erik. 2006. “Politics of cityward migration: an overview of China in comparative perspective (Links 

to an external site.).” Habitat International 30: 261-274. 

http://usj.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/48/3/553.full.pdf+html
http://usj.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/46/10/2019.full.pdf+html
http://usj.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/46/10/2019.full.pdf+html
http://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/2013/08/chinas-great-infrastructure-binge-in-charts/278597/
http://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/2013/08/chinas-great-infrastructure-binge-in-charts/278597/
http://www.sciencedirect.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/science/article/pii/S0966692310001602
http://www.sciencedirect.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/science/article/pii/S0966692310001602
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/11297/files/folder/Readings?preview=655133
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/11297/files/folder/Readings?preview=655133
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/11297/files/folder/Readings?preview=655132
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/00472336.2015.1115532?needAccess=true
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/00472336.2015.1115532?needAccess=true
http://uar.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/50/6/781.full.pdf+html
http://uar.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/50/6/781.full.pdf+html
http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/polmej/Habitat%20International.pdf
http://profile.nus.edu.sg/fass/polmej/Habitat%20International.pdf


Huang, Youqin and Setha Low. 2008. “Is Gating Always Exclusionary? A Comparative Analysis of Gated 

Communities in American and Chinese Cities,” in John Logan, ed, Urban China in Transition. Wiley-

Blackwell, p. 182-202. 

  

November 29 Draft research paper presentation    

(Draft research paper due) 

  

December 6    Urban livability and prospects (Weijian, Xin) 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

 Chapter 11 Environmental Quality and Sustainability 

 Conclusion: Looking Toward the Future. 

The Economist. 2015. “The Great Sprawl of China (Links to an external site.),” January 24. 

EY. 2015. China: Planning for an Urban Future (Links to an external site.). 

  

December 13  Revised research paper due 

  

 

https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/11297/files/574056/download?verifier=twsMINsAdrMbEc99PmjJPOcspS39mN2gAs8WC4rn
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/11297/files/574056/download?verifier=twsMINsAdrMbEc99PmjJPOcspS39mN2gAs8WC4rn
http://www.economist.com/news/china/21640396-how-fix-chinese-cities-great-sprawl-china
http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/EY-publicaton-china-planning-for-an-urban-future/%24FILE/EY-china-planning-for-an-urban-future.pdf

