
columbia gsappcolumbia gsapp

career servicescareer services
2021 employment data2021 employment data

master of architecturemaster of architecture
M.S. advanced architectural designM.S. advanced architectural design

m.s. architecture & urban designm.s. architecture & urban design



Class of 2021 Results

Current Employment Status

89% Full Time

11% 
Part Time

189 out of 211 graduates

89% response rate



Respondents’ Degree Program Students’ Nationalities

Master of Architecture
40%

M.S. Advanced 
Architectural Design

38%

M.S. Architecture 
& Urban Design

19%

Dual Degrees
3%

USA

China

South Korea

Canada

Austria

Bahrain

Chile

Greece

Hong Kong

India

Japan

Saudi Arabia

Switzerland

Taiwan

United Kingdom

France

Vietnam

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100



Job Offer Received After 
Graduation

Years of Experience Before 
GSAPP

Before Graduation
17% 

1-2 Months
30% 

3-4 Months
19% 

5-6 Months
13% 

7-8 Months
8% 

8+ Months
13% 

>1 Year
38% 

1-2 Years
32% 

3-4 Years
20% 

5-7 Years
7% 

8-10 Years
3% 



Job Offer Locations

Los Angeles, CA 3%

San Francisco, CA 1%
Oakland, CA 1%

Seattle, WA 1%

Houston, TX 1%
Austin, TX 1%

Minneapolis, MN 1%

Ashville, NC 1%

Chicago, IL 1%

Alexandria, VA 1%

Boston, MA 1%

Philadelphia, PA 1%
NYC 69%

Buffalo, NY 1%
Syracuse, NY 1%

2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%

Beijing, 
China

Copenhagen, 
Denmark

Osaka, 
Japan

Beirut, 
Lebanon

Brussels, 
Belgium

Paris, 
France

Nairobi, 
Kenya

Shanghai, 
China

Dubai, 
UAE



Resources Used For Job Hunting

10 20 30 40 50 60

LinkedIn

GSAPP Career Services

Peers

Professor Referral/Introduction

Company Website

Cold Calling/Emails

Alumni Mentor

Recruitment Firm



Average Annual Salary & Work Experience 

>1 year 1-2 years 3-4 years 5-7 years 8-10 years

$65,000

$70,000

$75,000

$80,000

$85,000

$65,000

$67,000

$70,000

$81,000

$87,000



Types of Firms Sector of Industry

Private
88% 

A: Government 6% 
B: Non-profit 3%
C: Educational/Institutional 2%
D: Publicly Traded 2% 

A B C D

A: Urban Design 4% 
B: Tech/Start-Up 1%
C: Academic Research/Publishing 1%

Architecture
82% 

Other
12% 

A BC

Are you working at the same firm before GSAPP?

No
94% 

Yes 6% 



List of Employers
(hired more than two GSAPP grads)
+ Fogarty Finger Architects
+ KPF
+ SOM
+ Gravity Media at META
+ The Met

Other Firms
+ 2x4 
+ Adjaye Associates
+ Architecture Research Office
+ Arquitectonica
+ Beyer Blinder Belle
+ BIG
+ Cooper Carry
+ Gensler
+ Handel Architects
+ HOK
+ Marvel
+ Murphy Burnham & Buttrick Architects
+ One Architecture & Urbanism
+ Perkins Eastman
+ Rockwell Group
+ Sage & Coombs
+ Sasaki
+ SHoP Architects
+ Studio Goetz
+ Studio Link-Arc
+ WXY 

Job Titles

Designer
17% 

Junior Designer
10% 

Architectural 
Designer

9% 
Junior 

Architect
8% 

A (5%): Urban Designer
B (4%): Architect, Analyst
C (3%): Project Designer, Project Architect
D (2%): Architect & Project Manager, Assistant Project Manager, Associate Designer, Senior Designer, 
     Project Manager, XR World Builder
E (1%): Architect I. Architect II, Assistant Project Developer, Chief Architect, Consultant, Data Analyst,
    Junior Exhibition Designer, Policy Analyst, Planner Designer, Senior Architectural Designer, 
    Senior Housing Policy Analyst, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Draftsman Projector, Part Time Instructor,
    Project Development Manager, Project Manager/Development, Project Team I & Fabrication Tech,
    Senior Visual Design Specialist, Vice President, Investments and Acquisitions, Small Business Coordinator,
    Vice President, Investments and Acquisitions, Urban Planner, Design Manager, Design Manager/
    Project Manager

ABC

D

E



Software Most Valued Professional Satisfaction
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10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
most satisfied least satisfied

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Adobe 
Creative 
Suite

Autocad

Rhino

Revit

Vray

Excel
Financial
Modeling

GIS

Enscape

Sketchup


