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Park Avenue, New York, NY

TIME    Summer 2019  GSAPP 

STUDIO    LINES X CITIES

TEAMMATE    Jose Vintimilla

INSTRUCTORS    Nahyun Hwang, David Eugin Moon

CIVIC HOUSE AGAINST 
ECO-CRISES

 PROJECT 1

New York has experienced an architectural 
renaissance over the past decades. In Midtown East, 
breath-taking towers accommodate numerous large 
corporations; some have expanded their detrimental 
ecological footprints not only along Park Avenue 
but also worldwide. This design investigates these 
ecological crises and explores the possibility of 
utilizing the narrow, linear medians of Park Avenue 
to create spaces as a platform to raise public 
awareness and encourage civic engagement, and as 
a tool for citizens to tackle the environmental issues 
through joint efforts.
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ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINTS 
OF MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS



ECOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATION 
OF PARK AVENUE
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ARTIFICIALITY OF PARK AVENUE

After centuries of urban development, the original 
ecology at Park Avenue no longer exists--the 
lanscape on the ground has been replaced with  
pavestone and decorative greening; its undergound  
part has been filled with concrete, tunnels and 
mechanical void.
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OFFICES & PLATFORMS

01 Offices and funding platforms for environmentalists

This  medium provides  environmental is ts  and 
environmentalist lawyer with a place where they can 
meet, work together and raise funding.
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PUBLIC SERVICES

02 Public auditorium
03 Public exhibition & gathering space
04 Libraries & archives

This zone provides opportunities for the public to 
learn about the history of Park Avenue's(and beyond)
ecology, express their opinions/ideas and exchange 
information concerning environmental issues. 
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RESEARCH CENTER & LABS

05 Land use research center
06 Open exhibition center
07 Bio-filtration lab
08 Greenhouse for scientific research
09 Comprehensive recycling lab
10 Energy/experimental sample transport center

By allowing and even encouraging the passers-by/
citizens to take a look at the scientists' most up-to-
date research projects as well as a range of labs 
for various ecological fields, these interventions 
can help people better understand the eco-crises 
around us and how ordinary people can do to make a 
difference.
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Riverfront Center, Amsterdam, New York

TIME    Fall 2019 GSAPP

STUDIO    A[X]*2

TEAMMATE    Daniel Mauricio Bernal

INSTRUCTORS    Kate Ascher, Christoph Kumpusch

RIVERFRONT CANNABIS 
CAMPUS

 PROJECT 2

Our project originates in Amsterdam's geography 
within New York State. Our vision assumes that New 
York State laws will be amended in line with the 
Governor's desire to legalize cannabis. The site itself 
will be transformed into a place where cannabis 
is grown, processed and sold. The goal is to quite 
literally “put Amsterdam on the map”, through 
name recognition (and association with its Dutch 
counterpart) and through adaptive reuse of a structure 
that today draws few if any visitors from beyond the 
borders of the town.
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ARTIFICIALITY

Wedged between the Catski l l  and 
Adirondack Mountains, Amsterdam 
boasts not only the Erie Canal but more 
importantly a series of highways and 
rail lines that connect it to population 
centers and vacation destinations. 
Roughly 1.6 million visitors come to 
the Capital region each year, under 
an hour away; another 10 million 
visit the Adirondacks - immediately to 
Amsterdam's north. Local destinations 
such as Saratoga, Troy and Rome are 
roughly an hour away.

We envision the Riverfront Center mall 
in downtown Amsterdam transformed as 
a new “cannabis campus”. Our vision 
assumes that New York State laws will 
be amended in line with the Governor’s 
desire to legalize cannabis, as has been 
done in Massachusetts and a variety of 
other states. Once this occurs, demand 
for cannabis products will no longer be 
funneled into invisible markets but can 
serve to jumpstart a new economy for 
the state.
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SUNKEN GREENHOUSE - DAY



North
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NORTH SOUTH SECTION

South

2827



West
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EAST WEST SECTION

East
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SUNKEN GREENHOUSE - NIGHT



AXONOMETRIC VIEW - DAY
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FUNTIONAL AREAS

FIRST FLOOR      Yellow - Existing tenants      Green - Process/abstraction/packaging      
                              Purple - Existing loading dock      Pink - Dispensary storefront

SECOND FLOOR      Yellow - Existing tenants      Green - Sunken greenhouse      Purple - Lobby      
                                   Garnet - Security/pickup      Pink - Dispensary      Red - Offices/BOH 
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ROOFTOP CAFE





CENTRAL PLAZA



Fulton Street, Brooklyn, New York

Indivisual Work

TIME    Spring 2020 GSAPP

STUDIO    The Street Studio

INSTRUCTOR    Jing Liu

AQUA-WALK

 PROJECT 3

Aquawalk explores the possibility of combining 
infrastructure with urban experience on Fulton Street 
and beyond. By holding and releasing stormwater 
runoff, it can effectively prevent combined sewer 
overflow pollution by accommodating 6,000,000 
gallons past CSO capacity. The elastic hydrogel 
canopy provides pedestrians with a new visual, 
kinesthetic and pedagogic experience.
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GROWING

GLOWING

SLEEPING



GROWING

GLOWING

SLEEPING



Although the temporal and spatial distribution of rainfall remains uneven,  CSOs can still 
be avoided if we can delay and even diminish the peak of stormwater runoff by holding an 
amount of rainfall for a period of time. Based on the most recent CSO statistics in this drainage 
area(RH-005), we can calculate the average CSO volume per event, which is 5.8 million gallons.

Supposing the intervention is to be installed on both sides of Fulton Street. The estimated 
maximum water storage capacity is 6 million gallons, which is more than the average CSO 
volume 5.8 million gallons. 
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The installation has a 
canopy that conprises 
a number of stretchy 
hydrogel sacks. Each 
u n i t  i s  1 m * 1 m  a n d 
Fulton Street sidewalk is 
about 6 units wide.
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[Short Film]   A  STORY  OF  WATER     https://vimeo.com/413629315
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[Short Film]   A  STORY  OF  WATER     https://vimeo.com/413629315
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Storm Approaching
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[Short Film]   A  STORY  OF  WATER     https://vimeo.com/413629315
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CSO Pollution
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[Short Film]   A  STORY  OF  WATER     https://vimeo.com/413629315
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"Flatten the curve"
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Material: Hydrogel

[Short Film]   A  STORY  OF  WATER     https://vimeo.com/413629315
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Infrastructure & Urban experience

[Short Film]   A  STORY  OF  WATER     https://vimeo.com/413629315
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Infrastructure & Urban experience
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[Short Film]   A  STORY  OF  WATER     https://vimeo.com/413629315

RAINING

SUNNY

NIGHT
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Water & Light

RAINING

SUNNY

NIGHT
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New York City

TIME    Fall 2019 GSAPP

INSTRUCTOR    Michael Vahrenwald

Grand Central Station

ARCHITECTURAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY

ELECTIVE
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Firescape, 5th Avenue
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The High Line

The Vessel
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