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50 years ago
Baby bird thrives on dog food

Wilbur the bird was a 3.4 ounce-weakling when
it fell out of its nest and into 7-year-old Jeffrey Mar-
tin’s life a month ago. But dog food made the bird
strong. It turned out Wilbur was a she and Jeffrey’s
mother suggested changing the bird’s name to Wil-
burina. When the boy brought the tiny, featherless
robin into his garage in Albany, it never occurred
to him that a bird would thrive on dog food. Both
of the Martins’ dogs looked up to the bird when
she landed on their noses, though that may have
been because they smelled dog food on her breath.
Jeffrey’s mother, Roswell Martin, said, “Frankly,
I don’t think she is going to leave. She takes off but
she always comes back. Already we’re thinking
of moving her out of the open garage and into the
house for the winter.”

— Times Union, July 23, 1970

Looking Back is compiled by�
C.J. Lais Jr. and Azra Haqqie.
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In July, 1991, Ora Ducheneaux of Glenville, a research technician
at General Electric Research & Development Center, looks over
an eight-day-old wren hatched in one of the many bird boxes on
the grounds surrounding center.

Looking Back 100 years ago
Crimes of a vendetta

Two days after the killing of a foreman at the
Foreman and Clark clothing factory in Waterv-
liet, and while murder suspect Peter D’Alesandro
remained at large, another foreman at the plant,
Michael Claro, was kidnapped. Police believed he
might have already suffered the same fate as his
colleague, Jack Scalia. D’Alesandro was fired by
Scalia a few weeks prior. District Attorney Timothy
E. Roland was convinced that both crimes were
part of an ongoing vendetta among members of the
area’s Italian community. Police believed these men
were in danger: Sam Genero, Scalia’s assistant; John
Coleman, the plant’s general superintendent who
witnessed D’Alesandro shoot Scalia, and who fled to
New York City after receiving police protection as
far as Albany’s Union Station; and Onofrio Ferrero,
Claro’s brother-in-law, who was being detained as
a material witness and who so feared for his life he
asked to be placed in confinement.

— Times Union, July 23, 1920
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Your Best shot

Familiar formation
Look closely at the cloud formation in the
middle of this photo taken July 9 by Paul Kutey
at Sandpoint Beach, Schroon Lake — it looks
just like the USA.

Would you like to see your photo in the�
Times Union, timesunion.com and our
Instagram: @albanytimesunion?

Send JPEGs of at least 2 MB to yourbest-�
shot@timesunion.com. Please add names,
hometowns and an explanation of what’s
pictured.

Saratoga County
director to retire

Ballton Spa
After 26 years of service, Sara-

toga County’s director of public
health has announced on Tues-
day she will retire.

Catherine Duncan told the
county’s Board of Supervisors
at its monthly meeting of her
impending departure, effective
July 31.

Saratoga Springs Supervisor
Tara Gaston said that she has
been impressed by Duncan, who
she said handled the COVID-19
pandemic by building services
and personnel in time of need.

“Historically, the county has
not provided public health with
the resources needed,” Gaston
said. “She had to build up a lot
and she did ... very quickly.”

Gaston also said Duncan was
communicative, shared infor-
mation and was firm with the

county’s Board of Supervisors
when necessary. Gaston said one
of Duncan’s last purchases will
be a $50,000 same-day results
testing machine for COVID-19,
which Gaston said will benefit
everyone in the community.

“She’s been doing a good job in
very, very trying circumstances,”
Gaston said.

Northumberland Supervisor
and chair of the county’s Public
Safety Committee Willard Peck
said the county will likely have
to replace Duncan with a doctor.
Cathleen Medick, the current
director of Patient Services, will
be the interim director.

“Cathi has done an outstand-
ing job in public service, in the
middle of the pandemic,” Peck
said. “She has kept the citizens
of Saratoga County as healthy
and safe as possible. She goes to
work to do her job and totally
committed and working seven
days a week for a long time. She
deserves the upmost respect.”

wliberatore@timesunion.com� �

518-454-5445 � @wendyliberatore

Patient Services head
Cathleen Medick named
as interim replacement
By Wendy Liberatore
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The Tang Museum at Skidmore College will use a $1.5 million Tisch grantto
boost its endowment and expand education programs.

Tang Museum receives
$1.5 million Tisch grant

Saratoga Springs
The Frances Young Tang

Teaching Museum and Art Gal-
lery at Skidmore College has
received a $1.5 million grant
from the Laurie M. Tisch Il-
lumination Fund. The grant will
build the Tang’s endowment and
expand its education programs.

Skidmore President Marc
Conner announced the grant on
Tuesday.

The Tang’s educational
program usually reaches more
than 8,000 people of all ages
each year through programs
like Family Saturdays, as well as
workshops at schools, librar-

ies, and community centers.
These programs often feature
interpretive exercises and art-
making projects. Since the pan-
demic, the program has moved
online. Museum educators also
conduct teacher training for
K-12 educators from around the
region.

The grant will endow a key
Tang position, which will now
be called The Laurie M. Tisch
Educator for K-12 and Com-
munity Programs. The grant
will also fund expanding the
museum’s outreach to new audi-
ences, especially school students
and adults in underserved areas.
The grant will also give the mu-
seum greater ability to develop
programs tailored to a diverse
audiences—in the museum, in
the community and online.

Says money to boost
endowment, programs
Staff report
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Rescued bald eagle released

Hunter
A New York state police

trooper rescued an injured and
sick bald eagle in Schoharie
County a few months ago, and
now the recovered bird is one of
the rare lead-poisoned birds in
New York to be tracked elec-

tronically.
The state Department of En-

vironmental Conservation said
the eagle had been shot when it
was found, and was also suffer-
ing from lead poisoning.

The eagle was rehabilitated
for four months at Friends of the
Feathered and Furry Wildlife
Center in Greene County and
released Sunday near where it
was found in Schoharie County.

The wildlife center and the
Delaware-Otsego Audubon
Society helped secure funds for

a GPS tracking monitor for the
bird, making it the first eagle to
participate in the center’s new
study tracking the movements
and recovery success of lead-
poisoned birds.

Researchers are looking to
broaden the research pool and
fit more birds with GPS moni-
tors. The state’s investigation
into who shot the eagle is still
ongoing.

lstanforth@timesunion.com�
� 518-454-5697

Bird found by trooper
was rehabilitated, fit
with GPS to track it
By Lauren Stanforth
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Troy summer events
return to downtown

TROY — The annual summer
events, with family-friendly
activities, have returned to
downtown.

Fitness in the Park Sundays,�
William D. Chamberlain River-
front Park, 9 to 10 a.m. through
Sept. 6

Rockin’ at Sage Park (in lieu�
of Rockin’ on the River), 51
Congress St., concert series
Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. through
Sept. 9. Bring a blanket or chair.

Troy River Fest Ramble, a�
weekend-long program July
31 (Troy Night Out) through
Sunday, Aug. 2.

And The Grown Up Scaven-�
ger Hunt (in lieu of The Capital
Region Grown-Up Egg Hunt)
July 31 through Aug. 28 at
participating downtown busi-
nesses.

These events will transition
to limited capacity and physi-
cally distanced experiences.
Face masks are required.

The events are sponsored
by Downtown Troy Business
Improvement District.

For more information, or to
RSVP, go to https://www.down-
towntroy.org/events.

Walk for Wishes a
virtual fundraiser

Make-A-Wish Northeast
New York’s seventh annual
Walk For Wishes on Aug. 1 will
be virtual.

The chapter had scheduled
the walk to be a hybrid fund-
raiser to take place at Joseph L.
Bruno Stadium and virtually.
But the in-person component
is not possible due to ongoing
state restrictions related to the
pandemic.

To register or to donate, go to
site.wish.org/walkneny.

NIH researcher presents
at To Life! cancer forum

Dr. Jung-min Lee, oncolo-
gist and researcher with the
National Institute of Health,
will present at “Beat the Odds,”
the annual education forum
presented by To Life! taking
place at 9 a.m. Aug. 5 on a vir-
tual platform.

Breast cancer patients and
survivors, family members,
friends, caregivers and health
care professionals can listen
to Lee present on “New Triple
Negative Breast Cancer Treat-
ments” and “Understanding
and accessing clinical trials for
breast cancer.”

The event is free, but regis-
tration is required.

To register, call 518-439-
5975; email: info@tolife.org or
go to www.tolife.org.

Chicken barbecue
in Schodack Landing

SCHODACK LANDING —
The Reformed Dutch Church
of Schodack at Muitzeskill’s
annual chicken barbecue is 4 to

6 p.m. Aug. 8 at the church, in-
tersection of Schodack Landing
Road and Muitzeskill Road.

The meal will be takeout
only. No eating will be permit-
ted on the premises.

Cost is $14 a meal, $7 chil-
dren 6 to 12. To reserve meals,
call 518-732-7345.

Treasures store opens
again in Clfton Park

CLIFTON PARK — CAP-
TAIN Community Human
Services has reopened its CAP-
TAIN’s Treasures next-to-new
store, 1705 Route 9.

It had closed in March be-
cause of the pandemic.

The store has been rear-
ranged to meet and exceed
the state’s health and safety
requirements. It has realigned
the front check-out counter,
added an area for customers to
bag their purchases and created
an in-and-out flow that main-
tains physical distancing.

CAPTAIN’s Treasures
provides the means to support
its clients with clothing and
household goods.

Hours of operation will be 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day and noon to 3 p.m. Sunday.
Donation will be accepted at
the back door 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday.

For information, go to www.
captaincares.org/treasures.

— Azra Haqqie

plan ahead


