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Promote, preserve, and protect the
g historic singularity and cultural
Vision unigueness of Manhattan Chinatown by

Stae Ment e preventing displacement

e supporting the area’s economic vitality

e safeguarding neighborhood character



Research
SR E T



Orevious Studies &
Their Limitations
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Boundary Disputes

Asian American Federation Study Area

Department of City Planning Neighborhood
Tabulation Area

Chinatown and Little Italy Historic District

Chinatown Working Group CAPZ Linguistic
Landscape

Chinatown BID Boundary

Chinatown Working Group Rezoning Plan

Google Maps

Source: Pratt Center for Community Development, The
Collective for Community, Culture and the Environment,

0.5 Miles Chinatown Working Group, Chinatown Partnership,
Chinatown BID, National Park Service, Asian American
Federation, NYC Department of City Planning, Google Maps.



Top 10 Cities with the Highest Percentage of Populations of Chinese Americans
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Chinese Americans in Major New York City Chinatowns

Flushing

Manhattan Chinatown
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dentity & Urban Design
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German Band, Lower East Side, 1876 Little Italy, Mulberry Street, c. 1900



dentity & Urban Design

Chinatown Historic Core, c.1900 Chinese 49ers During the California Gold Rush



dentity & Urban Design

Canal and Baxter Streets, 1910 Pell and Mott Streets, 1930s

Source: Then & Now: Chinatowns of New York City, Wendy Wan-Yin Tan



dentity & Urban Design

Tweed Courthouse
unicipal

City Hall
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Park Row, 2015 EIS Study Area, 2007



dentity & Urban Design
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1960s

Daniel Ostrow, Manhattan’s Chinatown, Arcadia Publishing: 2008.
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Affordability & Housing

e Affordable housing units are not truly affordable

o Local AMI($37,362) less than Citywide AMI ($85,900)
published by HUD (2013)

o  Limited supply for low-income and extremely Changes in Median Income v. Median Rent (2005-2015)
low-income groups 120

100

e Financial stress

]
o

60

o Rental price increased more rapidly than household
income

40

20

e Rentburden

CHANGE IN PERCENTAGE (%)

-20

e (Overcrowding is common

-60

12 1401 1402 16 18 20 2201 2002 24 25 26.01 2602 27 28 29 30.01 36.01

CENSUS TRACTS

B Income M Rent

Source: ACS 5-Year Estimate, 2010; ACS 5-Year Estimate, 2015



Economic Development

e Local Economic Conditions
o Dominated by small businesses
o Strong service sector
o Retail trade has greatly declined, health care has greatly increased

o Average unemployment rate is greater in Chinatown than Manhattan’s overall by 2.4%o,
median annual income is lower than Manhattan’s average by $20,000

e Economic Challenges
o Business Owners o Local Workers G Residents
m Customerloss m Limited English proficiency

m Increased commercial rents m  Highunemployment

Source:ACS 2011-2015 SF;



Street Vending

Map of Street Vending Conditions on Canal Street (from Broadway to Bowery)

Sidewalk

Storefront Stands
Clothing and Accessories
Fruits and Vegetables
Hand Crafts and Paintings
Toys

Books

Tech Accessories

Source: DOT



Sanitation

e Existing Sanitary Conditions

O

O

Commercial Trash Piles
Scattered Debris
Stagnant Water

Rat Infestation
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Rat [nfestation

Rat sightings
E—

Low High

Source: BOHMH, DCP



Promote, preserve, and protect the
historic singularity and cultural
uniqueness of Manhattan Chinatown by

e preventing displacement

Stae T] E nt e supporting the area’s economic vitality
e safeguarding neighborhood character
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Initiatives
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Enhancing Wayfinding

Preserving Community ldentity

Promoting Efficient Circulation

Improving Living & Street Conditions

Securing Housing Tenure

Empowering the Local Economy
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__ Public Space
Utilization

Sanitation
Improvement
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Street Vending
Sidewalk
Redesign
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Tour Brochure
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Walking App
Prototype
Local Business
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How

Tour 2

B rO [ h U re Foster pride e Large scale map printed on blank

side of the kiosk at Canal & Baxter

& K i 0 S k M a p Educate residents and visitors A

EntiancEEsitopERpeniengy e Printed copies available at kiosk

Increase visibility of Chinatown’s

: e Online version available for
unigue assets

download




Collect Pond (also known as Fresh Water Pond).

The lake s filed in {
zuémsﬁtgﬂ@m\ This area on top of this became Five Points, the Bowery Savings Bank . rs after the first Chinese immij

notorions slum and famous subject of both Charles ¥y © 11 Bovery == Manhattan, Chinatown is still a thriv

Dickens and Jacob Riis. Designed by Stanford White in 7 neighborhood is easily distinguished b

rowy SN

g : d oriental motifs on doors,
ywhere of dirt and the Roman Revival style, this

e Dichgns carly savings bank is an LPC

In the early to mid 19th centary, the area was home Landmark

to populations of Irish, German, [ewish, Italian, and
mpns Rican. I Manhayana Temple Edn ard Mooney House

© 133 Canal Street 1 @ 18 Bowery
i ) mple in  The oldest brick row house in
Manhattan Chinatown’s story begins at the dawn of the New York City, it also boasts the ~ New York
19(h century when the [irst merchants began to arrive tallest Buddha statue in the city at

from China. 16 feet
Five Poinls & Canal SIMB%‘M
EENE&BRRA

o AL Originally occupied by Collect Pond
lhls area was filled in by 1813. By 1825, what had been the
pond became an infamous slum: Five Points.
mj ”W ated = EIMAGINING CHINATOWN®

Loew’s Canal Streef Theatre
Church of the Transiiguration 310 @ I Caal St
A Cantonese merchant—and 35 crew members set off © B MotSreet  Buile during the Golden
towards New York to look for business opportunities. pesignated an LPC Landmark in G
They opened shops along Mott, Pell, and Doyers 96 this 19th
Streets—now known as the Chinatown Core.

rsity GSAPP Urban Planning Studio
| Sheffer & Douglas Woodward

ema by renowned the:
y e Sponsored by

Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer
one of the ian-Gothic 00 and was de s

churches res ing in New York. an L PC Landmark in 2010,

architect Thom b, L

Chinese immigrants began to arrive in higher numbers, Councilmember Margaret Chin, District, |
many settled in the area to take advantage of the
businesses already established and to join family ~Kimlau Square Doyers Street
associations for protection and community. AEHS Q Purk Rew Q Pell Street & Bowery
Now home to the Kimlau e Doyers
Chinese population startes to boom after the California  yyemorial Arc e okl

Gold Rush and the construction of the transcontinental e Do

railroad. tion of the connection point  site of numerous
" . between the elevated Third and  Tod: s r, although
The Chinese population confinued {0 INCTEASe  §.cond Avenues railroad lines  some tunncls built b gangs for

. o o ill remain,
Various legislative attempts to stem Chinese COLUMBIA

immigration with the Chinese Exclusion Hct

The annual immigration quotas were revoked, the ¢ :
Chinese population continued to increase X fed by Madtelne Berry & Joan 27
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[ Chinatown Historic Core
o Local Landmarks

=== Walking Tour Route

@ Subway Stations

Government. Buildings
B information Kiosk
@ Stores

(@ Restanrants

CHINATOWN
LANDMARKS ...

1. Museum of Chinese in America, 1980 215 Centre Street
EEFEAHMME, 2158hrs

2% Bowery Savings Bank, 1895 130 Bowery
BEHEERT, 130naBs

3. Mahayana Temple, 1997 133 Canal Street
RFeF, 133RBRE

4,  Citizens Savings Bank (HSBC Bank), 1924 58 Bowery
ARFFRIRT (EWRIT), sswamss

5. American Legion Lt. Kimlau Chinese Memorial
Post 1291, 1961 191 Canal Street
MMEREEIRMAEAR1291, 191%2RH

6.  Columbus Park, 1897 67 Mulberry Street
EHmAALAE, e7sAbLFIE

7. Five Poinis & Canal Street
AMHE & RRH

B‘* Church oi the Transfiguration, 1966 29 Mott Street
AMERFERRIE, 20808

9.  Doyers Street
Eur

10. Edward Mooney House, 1785 18 Bowery
ZREM, 1sRaEs

11. Confucius Plaza, 1975 1-9 Bowery
LFKRE, 1-9nams

12. Kimlau Square, 1961 Park Row
EHFEABIY

13. First Shearith Israel Graveyard /
Chatham Square Cemetery, 1682  55-57 St. James Place

BEWTRESEN, 55-57R%2&+5

14" First €himese Presbyferian Churel, 1819 61 Heary Street
hERBHRES, 61H%TFE

18 Loew's Canal Street Thealre, 1927 31 Canal Stret
RRHE31 M

167 Eldridge Streel Synagogue, 1887 12 Eldridge Street
FIRBIREMAKE, nE7EE

% landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) Landmark
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Public Space
Utilization

E

e (Create acommunal space for
vendors and merchants

e |dentify locations for cultural
activities

e  Attract young visitorship

Night Market

AAFE, CCBA, or CREATE in Chinatown to
encourage and organize cultural
activities and events



Fop Up Art
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Street

Vending
Expansion

Permit demand is greater than
supply

Recognizable feature of the
Chinatown streetscape

Vital part of the local economy

L) SRy § ¢ AL

Issue more permits every year

Use the business models of Hester
Street Fair, Taipei’s night market, and
Union Square market
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How

E

Sanitation

Illegal trash dumping is pervasive e Increase government enforcement

|mprovemen[ Trash piles and trash overflow mar e Userat-prooftrash bins

the streetscape _ . '
e Synchronize commercial dumping

Organic waste provides food source and pick-up schedule with apps or
for vermin text alerts




i = Sidewalk Trash | Residential Trash|  Commerical Trash
RN \
"':’:’:’0’:”’ Categor
D i) gory
QA &r
§ ® & O ® & o ® ®
Tra S h P i [ k u p z Litter Basket Curbsid Location
Max. 2Day | ' | Max. 1-Night Max. 1-Night Exisfing Time
. DSNY+B.1.D N} Private Company Collector
- » 3 . . .
= = i = j : j
: T Landfill  Incineration  Recyclers Destination
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SR -
Walki Why How
Encourage both older and younger e Prototype designed by studio

TO u r A generations to explore their .
e Sponsorship by alocal

neighborhood 2UkS
organization

PFOtO[ype Enhance visitor experience

Help keep Chinatown relevant to an
increasingly tech-focused society




in Morth America. Over the past several centuries
it has been home to several ethnic groups
including Jewish, German, Irish, ltalian, Puerto
Rican, and obviously Chinese. Today the
gl is byits
signage. Rermnants of past enclaves still exist if
you know where 1o look.

START TOUR

Take a walk with us and experience Chinatown's
unique cultural and historic heritage.
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Sidewalk

Redesign

Why

Obstructed pedestrian paths

Crosswalks are too long

Pedestrian injuries and fatalities
o  Vehicles speeding

o Vehicles donotyield to
pedestrians

How

e Delineated sidewalk zones

o Retail/ vending/ pedestrian
uses

e Maodify signal timing

e Sidewalk bulb-outs
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Why How

e Toattract customers

e Challenges for small business _ _ |
o  Preserve historic architecture

owners . !
. o Preserve unique ethnic
o Increased commercial rents busi
I_O [ a | o  Qutdated retailers and usmes.ses
o Modernize and broaden product
restaurants ;
. offerings
BUS'”ESS e Lossof customers
o  Growth of other Chinatowns e Toretainlocal residents
S b M | M M o Increased non-Chinese o  Explore sector-based workforce
anifization population programs
o Displaced local residents
o  Closing of Park Row e Toretain business
o  No parking for tour buses o  Vending on Canal Street

o Redevelop second floor spaces
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Chinatown
Special

Purpose
District

Why

To preserve and support
Chinatown’s uniqueness:

O

O

O

Historical significance
Cultural importance

Resources for residents & visitors

How

e Define boundary by the existing
linguistic landscape and
demographics.

e Rezoningto:

o Provide affordable housing for
current residents

o Support local economy by limiting
big-box commercial tenants

o Legalize existing signage



e Affordable Housing
o  Apply Mandatory Inclusionary Housing, using a newly created local AMI
o Restrictions applicable to development:
m Limit development within the Historic Core subdistrict

m Foreach new development outside of the Historic Core subdistrict,

S e [ l l (: e Create amechanism to fund the preservation of affordable
housing within the historic core

Objectives + Reaureanan-evtonceriiat

e Allow senior NYCHA residents priority move-in

e Incentivize seniors to move into new units by working with local
organizations to provide niche services

o  Allow the transfer of development rights within the Historic Core subdistrict to
identified receiving sites

m Usethe transfer fee to improve open spaces, tenant protections,
education, and legal counseling



e Support Local Businesses

o Require a special permit for hotel use within the whole district

o  Limit big box or chain stores to 10,000 square feet

unique local businesses

O b t e Legalize the signage to modify size, illumination, and quantity
J e [ |VES restrictions

S p e [ iri (: o  Setaside a percentage of commercial floor area in new development for
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Data Sources

. US Census Bureau. 2015 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates “Physical Housing Characteristics for Occupied Housing Units” [dataset]. 2016.

. 2015 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates “Median Income in the Past 12 Months (In 2012 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars)” [dataset]. 2016.

-. 2015 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates “Median Gross Rent (Dollars)” [dataset]. 2016.

-----. 2010 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates “Median Income in the Past 12 Months (In 2012 Inflation-Adjusted Dollars)” [dataset].2011.
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. NYC Department of City Planning. Inclusionary Housing Designated Areas. 29 Jan 2013, Updated 20 Jan 2017. Retrieved from
<https://data.cityofnewyork.us/City-Government/Inclusionary-Housing-Designated-Areas/w83z-2kf9>
. City of New York Mayor’s Office. Housing New York - A Five-Barough, Ten-Year Plan. 2014

Center of Neighborhood Technology. 2013 American Community Survey 5-year Estimates “Housing Characteristics, Transportation Used, Community Demographics, Income, Employment” [dataset]. 2014.
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