
Course Syllabus 
Jump to Today 

January 17       Introduction 

Siemiatycki, M. 2012. “The role of the planning scholar: Research, conflict, and social 
change.” Journal of Planning Education and Research 32, 2 (June): 147-59. 

Forsyth, Ann. 2012. “Commentary: Alternative Cultures in Planning Research—From 
Extending Scientific Frontiers to Exploring Enduring Questions.” Journal of Planning 
Education and Research 32, 2 (June): 160–168. 

Goldstein, H., and J. Carmin. 2006. “Compact, diffuse, or would-be discipline? 
Assessing cohesion in planning scholarship, 1963-2002.” Journal of Planning Education 
and Research 26, 1 (September): 66-79. 

  

January 24       The Research Process and Social Inquiry 

King, Gary, Robert Keohane & Sidney Verba. 1994. Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 
Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton: Princeton University. Chapter 1. The 
Science in Social Science (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site., p. 3-33. 
Maxwell, Joseph. 2013. Qualitative Research Design: An Interactive Approach. 3rd ed. 
Thousand Oaks: Sage. Chapter 1. A Model for Qualitative Research Design (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external site., p. 1-21. 

Alvesson, Mats and Jorgen Sandberg. 2014. Constructing Research Questions: Doing 
Interesting Research. London: Sage. 

 Chapter 2. The Context of Constructing and Formulating Research Questions 
 Chapter 3. Gap Spotting 
 Chapter 4. A Critical Evaluation of Gap-Spotting Research 

  

January 31       Designing a Qualitative Study 

Creswell, John. 2013. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site. 

 Chapter 3. Designing a Qualitative Study 
 Chapter 4. Five Qualitative Approaches to Inquiry 
 Chapter 5. Five Different Qualitative Studies 
 Chapter 6. Introducing and Focusing the Study 

National Science Foundation. 2004. Workshop on Scientific Foundations of Qualitative 
Research (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/sis_course_id:PLANA8901_001_2017_1/assignments/syllabus
http://jpe.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/32/2/147
http://jpe.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/32/2/147
http://jpe.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/32/2/160
http://jpe.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/32/2/160
http://jpe.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/26/1/66
http://jpe.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/26/1/66
http://bit.ly/2gKSNBY
http://bit.ly/2gKSNBY
https://uk.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/48273_ch_1.pdf
https://uk.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/48273_ch_1.pdf
http://methods.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/book/constructing-research-questions
http://methods.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/book/constructing-research-questions
http://bit.ly/2gdVPh4
http://bit.ly/2gdVPh4
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2004/nsf04219/nsf04219.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2004/nsf04219/nsf04219.pdf


 “General Guidance for Developing Qualitative Research Projects” p. 9-16  

In-class exercise 

I am studying___ to better understand what/why/how … 

This study is important for planning scholarship because… 

My role as a planning scholar is to… 

I expect to use [type(s) of methods] because… 

  

February 7       Designing with Validity and Reliability 

Dion, Douglas. 1998. “Evidence and Inference in the Comparative Case Study (Links to 
an external site.)Links to an external site..” Comparative Politics 30, 2 (January): 127-
145. 

Mathison, Sandra. 1988. “Why Triangulate?” Educational Researcher 17, 2 (March): 13-
17. 

National Science Foundation. 2004. Workshop on Scientific Foundations of Qualitative 
Research (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

 James Mahoney, “The distinctive contributions of qualitative data analysis” p. 95-100 
 David Collier, “Qualitative Versus Quantitative: What Might This Distinction Mean?” 

p. 71-76 
 Susan S. Silbey, “Designing Qualitative Research Projects” p. 121-126 
 Vilna Bashi, “Improving Qualitative Research Proposal Evaluation” p. 39-44 

 Creswell, John. 2013. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site. 

 Chapter 10. Standards of Validation and Reliability in Qualitative Research 

  

February 14     Participatory Practice, Authority, and Action Research 

                            (Assignment 1 due) 

Lake, Robert and Andrew Zitcer. 2012. “Who Says? Authority, Voice, and Authorship in 
Narratives of Planning Research.” Journal of Planning Education and Research 32, 4 
(December): 389-399. 

Linda Shopes. 2003. “Commentary: Sharing Authority.” The Oral History Review 30, 1 
(Summer/Fall): 103-110. 

http://bit.ly/1fhFBlv
http://bit.ly/1fhFBlv
http://edr.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/17/2/13
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2004/nsf04219/nsf04219.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2004/nsf04219/nsf04219.pdf
http://bit.ly/2gdVPh4
http://bit.ly/2gdVPh4
http://jpe.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/32/4/389
http://jpe.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/32/4/389
https://ohr-oxfordjournals-org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/30/1/103


Pain, R. 2004. “Social Geography: Participatory Research.” Progress in Human 
Geography 28, 5: 652-663. 

Braithwaite, Rhonda, Sarah Cockwill, Martin O’Neill, and Deanne Rebane. 2007. 
“Insider participatory action research in disadvantaged post-industrial areas: The 
experiences of community members as they become Community Based Action 
Researchers.” Action Research 5, 1: 61-74. 

Sandiford, Peter. 2014. “Participant Observation as Ethnography or Ethnography as 
Participant Observation in Organizational Research (Links to an external site.)Links to 
an external site.,” in Kenneth Strang, ed. The Palgrave Handbook of Research Design 
in Business and Management, Palgrave Macmillan, p.411-446. 

  

February 21     Focus Group and In-Depth Interviewing 

Johnson, John and Timothy Rowlands. 2014. “The Interpersonal Dynamics of in-Depth 
Interviewing (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.,” in Jaber Gurium and 
others, eds. The SAGE Handbook of Interview Research: The Complexity of the 
Craft (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.. Thousand Oaks: SAGE 
Publications, p. 99-114. 

Rubin, Herbert J. and Irene S. Rubin. 2005. Qualitative Interviewing: The Art of Hearing 
Data. 2nd ed. Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publications. Chapter 2. Designing Main Questions 
and Probes, p. 152-172. 

Morgan, David. 2014. ”Focus Groups and Social Interaction (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site.,” in Jaber Gurium and others, eds. The SAGE Handbook 
of Interview Research: The Complexity of the Craft. Thousand Oaks: SAGE 
Publications, p. 161-176. 

Hughes, Diane and Kimberly DuMont. 1993. “Using Focus Groups to Facilitate 
Culturally Anchored Research.” American Journal of Community Psychology 21, 6: 775-
806. 

  

February 28     Ethnography and “Ethnographic Approaches” 

Creswell, John. 2013. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site. 

 Appendix E: An Ethnography 

Sandercock, L., and G. Attili. 2010. “Digital ethnography as planning praxis (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external site..” Planning Theory & Practice 11, 1 (March): 23-
45. 

Mitchell Duneier “How not to lie with ethnography.” Sociological Methodology 41: 1-11. 

http://phg.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/28/5/652.full.pdf
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/1476750307072876
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/1476750307072876
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/1476750307072876
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273128723_Participant_Observation_as_Ethnography_or_Ethnography_as_Participant_Observation_in_Organizational_Research
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273128723_Participant_Observation_as_Ethnography_or_Ethnography_as_Participant_Observation_in_Organizational_Research
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273128723_Participant_Observation_as_Ethnography_or_Ethnography_as_Participant_Observation_in_Organizational_Research
http://methods.sagepub.com/base/download/BookChapter/handbook-of-interview-research-2e/n7.xml
http://methods.sagepub.com/base/download/BookChapter/handbook-of-interview-research-2e/n7.xml
http://methods.sagepub.com/book/handbook-of-interview-research-2e
http://methods.sagepub.com/book/handbook-of-interview-research-2e
http://methods.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/base/download/BookChapter/qualitative-interviewing/n8.xml
http://methods.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/base/download/BookChapter/qualitative-interviewing/n8.xml
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David_Morgan19/publication/276354623_Focus_Groups_and_Social_Interaction/links/5557b2a308ae980ca60e1e51.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David_Morgan19/publication/276354623_Focus_Groups_and_Social_Interaction/links/5557b2a308ae980ca60e1e51.pdf
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/28956/files/906975/download?verifier=1isFsz2ifIPNZl1MAGlLl5GZ6aohtqBGktRaBDCa
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/28956/files/906975/download?verifier=1isFsz2ifIPNZl1MAGlLl5GZ6aohtqBGktRaBDCa
http://bit.ly/2gdVPh4
http://bit.ly/2gdVPh4
http://bit.ly/2gRVS1I
http://bit.ly/2gRVS1I
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/stable/pdf/41336916.pdf


National Science Foundation (2004) Workshop on Scientific Foundations of Qualitative 
Research (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

 Elijah Anderson, “Urban ethnography” p. 33-37 
 Linda Burton, “Welfare, Children, and Families: A Three City Study” p. 59-69 

  

March 7            Case Study Research I 

Yin, Robert. 2016. Case Study Research: Design and Methods 

 Chapter 1. Getting Started 
 Chapter 2. Designing Case Studies 
 Chapter 3. Preparing to Collect Case Study Evidence 

Flyvbjerg, Bent. 2006. "Five Misunderstandings about Case Study." Qualitative 
Inquiry 12, 2 (April):  219-245. 

Mukhija, Vinit. 2010. “N of One Plus Some: An Alternative Strategy for Conducting 
Single Case Research.” Journal of Planning Education andResearch 29, 4 (March): 
416-426. 

   

March 14          Spring Break 

  

March 21          Case Study Research II 

                            (Assignment 2 due) 

Yin, Robert. 2016. Case Study Research: Design and Methods 

 Chapter 4. Collecting Case Study Evidence 
 Chapter 5. Analyzing Case Study Evidence 
 Chapter 6. Reporting Case Studies 

Burawoy, Michael. 1998. “The Extended Case Method.” Sociological Theory16, 1 
(March):  4-33. 

Paul Sanders and Sarah Woodward. 2014. “Veracity of the Archive: A Research 
Approach to the Collection and Verification of Urban Morphological Records Using 
Qualitative Data Analysis Software (Links to an external site.)Links to an external 
site..” Journal of Map and Geography Libraries 10, 2 (July): 173–203. 

  

March 28          Process Tracing 

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2004/nsf04219/nsf04219.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2004/nsf04219/nsf04219.pdf
http://qix.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/12/2/219
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0739456X10362770
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0739456X10362770
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/stable/pdf/202212.pdf
http://bit.ly/2h0oBWp
http://bit.ly/2h0oBWp
http://bit.ly/2h0oBWp
http://bit.ly/2h0oBWp


Kittel, Bernhard and Kuehn, David. 2013. “Introduction: Reassessing the Methodology 
of Process Tracing.” European Political Science 12, 1 (March): 1-9. 

Hall, Peter A. 2013.  “Tracing the Progress of Process Tracing.” European Political 
Science 12, 1 (March): 20-30. 

Rohlfing, Ingo. 2013. “Varieties of Process Tracing and Ways to Answer Why-
Questions.” European Political Science 12, 1 (March): 31-39. 

Deters, Henning. 2013. “Process Tracing in the Development and Validation of 
Theoretical Explanations: The Example of Environmental Policy-Making in the 
EU.” European Political Science 12, 1 (March): 75-85. 

Leuffen, Dirk, Shikano, Susumu, and Walter, Stefanie. 2013. “Measurement and Data 
Aggregation in Small-n Social Scientific Research.” European Political Science 12, 1 
(March): 40-51. 

  

April 4               Content Analysis and a Touch Mixing Methods 

Smith, Charles. 2000. “Content Analysis and Narrative Analysis (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site..” 
Norton, Richard. 2008. “Using content analysis to evaluate local master plans and 
zoning codes (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site..” Land Use Policy 25, 
3 (July): 432-454. 

Lyles, Ward and Mark Stevens. 2014. “Plan Quality Evaluation 1994-2012: Growth and 
Contributions, Limitations, and New Directions.” Journal of Planning Education 
and Research 34, 4 (October): 433-450. 

Gaber, John and Sharon Gaber. 1997. “Using Mixed-Method Research Designs in 
Planning: The Case of 14th Street, New York City.” Journal of Planning Education 
and Research 17, 2 (December): p 95-103. 

Mason, J. 2006. “Mixing methods in a qualitatively driven way.” Qualitative Research 6, 
1 (February): 9-25. 

National Science Foundation (2004) Workshop on Scientific Foundations of Qualitative 
Research (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

 Victor Nee, “A Place for Hybrid Methodologies” p. 101-104 
 Charles Ragin, “Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Research” p. 109-115 
 Terre Satterfield, “A Few Thoughts on Combining Qualitative and Quantitative 

Methods” p. 117-119 

  

April 11             Review and Critique of Doctoral Research Proposals 

(each student sign up for a pair of proposals stored in the Files section of Canvas) 

http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/docview/1315802872?accountid=10226
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/docview/1315802872?accountid=10226
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/docview/1315806239?accountid=10226
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/docview/1315802887/fulltext/4E30AC171D4E4BDAPQ/1?accountid=10226
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/docview/1315802887/fulltext/4E30AC171D4E4BDAPQ/1?accountid=10226
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/docview/1315802875?accountid=10226
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/docview/1315802875?accountid=10226
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/docview/1315802875?accountid=10226
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/docview/1315802853?accountid=10226
http://search.proquest.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/docview/1315802853?accountid=10226
http://www.webpages.uidaho.edu/css506/506%20Readings/Smith%202000.pdf
http://www.webpages.uidaho.edu/css506/506%20Readings/Smith%202000.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2007.10.006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.landusepol.2007.10.006
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0739456X14549752
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0739456X14549752
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0739456X9701700201
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0739456X9701700201
http://qrj.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/6/1/9
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2004/nsf04219/nsf04219.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2004/nsf04219/nsf04219.pdf


1 & 2 Tyler 

2 & 3 Rosalie 

3 & 4 Michael 

4 & 5 Liz 

5 & 6 Jenna 

6 & 1 Magda 

  

April 18             Analyzing and Interpreting Qualitative Research 

Marshall, Catherine & Gretchen Rossman. 2016. Designing Qualitative Research. 
6th ed. Thousand Oaks: Sage. Chapter 8. Managing, Analyzing, and Interpreting Data. 

Creswell, John. 2013. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site. 

 Chapter 8. Data Analysis and Representation 
 Chapter 9. Writing a Qualitative Study 

Miles, Matthew, Michael Huberman and Jonny Saldana. 2014. Qualitative Data 
Analysis: A Methods Sourcebook, 3rd edition, Los Angeles: SAGE Publications. 

 Chapter 4. Fundamentals of Qualitative Data Analysis, p. 69-104 
 Chapter 5. Designing Matrix and Network Displays, p. 107-119 

Bassett, Ellen. 2009. “Framing the Oregon Land Use Debate: An Exploration of Oregon 
Voters’ Pamphlets, 1970-2007.” Journal of Planning Education and Research 29, 2 
(December): 157-172. 

  

April 25             Research Ethics 

Marshall, Catherine & Gretchen Rossman. 2016. Designing Qualitative Research. 
6th ed. Thousand Oaks: Sage. Chapter 3. Trustworthiness and Ethics. 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. "Subpart A - Basic HHS Policy for 
Protection of Human Research Subjects (Links to an external site.)Links to an external 
site.." Code of Federal Regulations Title 45 Part 46. 
Pech, Carol, Nichelle Cob and John Cejka. 2007. “Understanding Institutional Review 
Boards: Practical Guidance to the IRB Review Process (Links to an external site.)Links 
to an external site..” Nutrition in Clinical Practice 22 (December): 618–628. 

  

May 2                Presentation 

https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/975049/
http://bit.ly/2gdVPh4
http://bit.ly/2gdVPh4
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/910406
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/910407/
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0739456X09348746
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0739456X09348746
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/975048/
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/regulations/45-cfr-46/#subparta
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/regulations/45-cfr-46/#subparta
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/regulations/45-cfr-46/#subparta
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0115426507022006618
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0115426507022006618
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0115426507022006618


                            (Assignment 4 due) 

 


