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Introduction

The wordmark for Columbia University’s 

Graduate School of Architecture, 

Planning and Preservation (GSAPP) 

takes it initial inspiration from a 1914 gift 

to the school: a sixteen-ton dark-green 

granite sphere, placed at the center of 

campus. The sphere, now removed, 

served as both a meeting place and as a 

large sundial displaying the local time.

The wordmark that designed for the 

school takes the place of this missing 

sphere. Existing across four different 

typographic weights (Morning, Noon, 

Dusk, Night), the mark itself changes 

dynamically throughout the day. It is a 

logo that doubles as a clock, mimicking 

the movement of the sun across its 

letters. 

While based at Columbia University in 

New York City, GSAPP has many 

platforms of engagement across the 

globe. The mark takes up these 

questions of position within a network. 

The logo becomes the moment of 

convergence between a time and a 

location.

Introduction

The wordmark for Columbia University’s 
Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation (Columbia GSAPP) takes its ini-
tial inspiration from a 1914 gift to the school: a 
sixteen-ton dark-green granite sphere, placed 
at the center of campus. The sphere, now 
removed, served as both a meeting place and 
as a large sundial displaying the local time.

Columbia GSAPP’s wordmark takes the place 
of this missing sphere. Existing across four 
different typographic weights (Morning, Noon, 
Dusk, Night), the mark itself changes dynam-
ically throughout the day, in four steps. It is a 
logo that doubles as a clock, mimicking the 
movement of the sun across its letters, and 
suggesting the movement of students across 
the campus and across the duration of their 
academic and professoinal careers. Academic 
and creative practice are each activities rooted 
in both time and place. 

While centered on Columbia University in New 
York City, Columbia GSAPP has many plat-
forms of engagement across the globe. The 
mark also takes up the question of position 
within a network, and establishes Columbia 
GSAPP as a concrete presence across the 
world, the precondition for a cloud of rela-
tionships. The mark’s movement also hints at 
Columbia GSAPP’s interest in the world itself, 
as a question of ecology.
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Columbia GSAPP 
Lockups

To reinforce the relationship with Columbia 
University, the acronym GSAPP should nev-
er be used on its own. It is always “Columbia 
GSAPP,” both in the logo lockup and in text.

The typeset lockup of Columbia GSAPP is 
dynamic and intended to change with the posi-
tion of the sun throughout the course of a day. 
In the morning the letters “GSAPP” cast a long 
shadow, at noon they become thin and deli-
cate, at dusk they are heavy and sharp, and at 
night they are muted, like the shadow cast by 
the moon. 

Within the mark, the word “COLUMBIA” is 
always typeset in a specially drawn
monoline font, which does not change with
the time of day.

The mark should change according to a
standard schedule. For example, an
evening lecture series will always use the
dusk weight.

The mark has only four weights, each for
use within the designated timespan.

Eclipse

Night
9PM–6AM

Dusk
4PM–9PM

Noon
11AM–4PM

Morning
6AM–11AM
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Choosing a weight

Follow these steps to choose the 

appropriate Columbia GSAPP mark in 

any circumstance.

1. If it is possible to do so, let the mark 

switch in real time according to the 

time of day. If not:

2. If it is a public event, reception or 

lecture use the mark that corresponds 

to the time of the event. If not:

3. If the mark is destined for a print or 

digital application that is not time-

based, such as piece of stationary or 

social media icon, use the mark that 

corresponds to the time you are 

releasing the piece to print.

Thank you for your attention to these 

details, and enjoy using the Columbia 

GSAPP mark!

GSAPP
COLUMBIA

GSAPP
COLUMBIA

GSAPP
COLUMBIA

GSAPP
COLUMBIA

Morning
6am–11am

Noon
11am–4pm

Dusk 
4pm–9pm

Night 
9pm–6am
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Departmental lockups

Each department within the school 

has been given a full set of logos for 

use at different times of the day. The 

university and department names are 

typeset in a custom monoline font 

derived from the basic forms of the 

shadow font.

Morning
6am–11am

Noon
11am–4pm

Dusk 
4pm–9pm

Night 
9pm–6am

Lockups for Programs, 
Research Centers, Labs, 
and Intiatives

Each program within the school has been giv-
en a full set of logos for use at different times 
of the day. The university and program names 
are typeset in a custom monoline font derived 
from the basic forms of the shadow font. This 
monoline font doesn’t change with the time of 
day.
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Inappropriate logo uses

Below is a list of common misuses of the GSAPP 

logo lockup. This list is not exhaustive but stresses 

many common pitfalls, please use common sense 

when approaching the mark’s application.

Do not stretch or condense

SUPPORTS YOUR BOOKSHOP

Do not typeset the logo; always 
request an EPS or JPEG file

Do not typeset parts of the logo in 
other typefaces.

Do not separate logo elements. Never 
show GSAPP without Columbia.

Do not use the University seal or 
shield as a stand-in for the logo.

Do not use the GSAPP identity to 
advertise or promote the activities of 
outside organizations or causes.

Do not combine multiple logos or 
visual marks.

GSAPP GSAPP
COLUMBIA COLUMBIA

Do not place design elements in close 
proximity to the logo, making the two 
appear to be one unit.

Inappropriate logo uses

Below are some possible misuses of the 
Columbia GSAPP logo lockup. This list is not 
exhaustive but stresses many common pitfalls. 
Please use common sense when approaching 
the mark’s application, and consult with the 
GSAPP Communications office if you have 
questions.



2:00pm – Claudia Cassidy Theater,  
Chicago Cultural Center
 Chicago Architecture Biennial’s 
curatorial team and select participants  
in conversation with Columbia Books  
on Architecture and the City on  
architectural discourse. Immediately  
followed by a toast to the five year 
anniversary of The Avery Review.

AND OTHER
SUCH STORIES
DISCUSSION

9/18
6:30pm – 114 Avery
 Fred Scharmen in conversation with 
James Graham and Felicity Scott.

SPACE  
SETTLEMENTS
BOOK LAUNCH

9/19

6:30pm – Katharina Otto-Bernstein 
Screening Room, Lenfest Center for the Arts
 Broken Nature: Design Takes on  
Human Survival
 Response by Amale Andraos
Co-Presented by Barnard + Columbia 
Colleges Architecture Department, Columbia 
GSAPP, Columbia University School 
of the Arts, and the MA in Modern and 
Contemporary Art: Critical and Curatorial 
Studies (MODA)

PAOLA
ANTONELLI

LECTURE

10/3

1:00pm – Wood Auditorium 
 The 5th Annual Urban Design 
Storytelling Symposium
 As media and design increasingly 
converge, this symposium asks how narrative 
strategies — of novelists, journalists, 
filmmakers, and activists — reflect design 
methodologies, from performing site analysis 
to evaluating success.

NARRATIVE 
PRACTICE

DISCUSSION  

10/4

FALL 2019  
LECTURES, 
EVENTS
& EXHIBITIONS

ALEXANDRA 
DAISY

GINSBERG

10/7 6:30pm – Wood Auditorium
 Response by David Benjamin

LECTURE

6:00pm – Buell Hall 
 The Arthur Ross Architecture Gallery 
presents a solo exhibition by artist Torkwase 
Dyson, featuring new site-specific paintings 
and sculpture that explore the contested 
geography of water, and the relationships 
between race, climate change, and the 
architectural imagination. Dyson will present 
a public lecture, followed by a discussion  
with invited guests and an opening reception. 

EXHIBITION OPENING

1919: BLACK 
WATER 

9/27

Over the course of the semester, the 
Temple Hoyne Buell Center for the Study of 
American Architecture is organizing a series 
of research, curricular, and programming 
initiatives to consider the social, technical, 
and political contours of the ambitious 
proposal known as the Green New Deal. 
Events include a GSAPP-hosted simulcast  
of Designing a Green New Deal on 
September 13th; Public Works for a Green 
New Deal in Wood Auditorium on September 
27th; and The Green New Deal: A Public 
Assembly at the Queens Museum on 
November 17th. For more information, visit  
power.buellcenter.columbia.edu

THE GREEN  
NEW DEAL

9/27

BUILDING  
CULTURES: 
MAKING IN 
NAIROBI, LAGOS, 
ACCRA, AND 
JOHANNESBURG

1:00pm – Wood Auditorium
 Nifemi Marcus-Bello, Naeem Biviji, 
Thabisa Mjo, and DK Osseo-Asare,  
in conversation with Mpho Matsipa.
 Organized by Columbia GSAPP in 
collaboration with Mpho Matsipa, School  
of Architecture and Planning, University  
of the Witwatersrand, South Africa.

DISCUSSION

9/6

JESSE 
LECAVALIER

9/16
6:30pm – Wood Auditorium
 Response by Kate Orff

LECTURE

SHOHEI
SHIGEMATSU

6:30pm – Wood Auditorium
 OMA NY  
Response by Amale Andraos

9/9 LECTURE

9/23

6:30pm – Wood Auditorium
 The Kenneth Frampton Endowed Lecture
Response by Kenneth Frampton

LECTURE

10/11

Print Applications

When implementing the identity in print, you 
should select the logo based on the time you 
are submitting the document to print. For ex-
ample, if sending the files at dusk, use the
dusk weight. This has the net affect of putting 
a variety of versions of the logo into circulation 
throughout the university and across its differ-
ent printed materials.

Note that the program name can be moved 
around in the design but “Columbia” should 
always remain above “GSAPP”.

The available logos are:
 Morning (6am–11am)
 Noon (11am–4pm)
 Dusk (4pm–9pm)
 Night (9pm–6am)
 Eclipse
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Digital applications

Digital applications of the logo center 

around implementations on the main 

school website, social media icons, 

PDFs, word documents and e-mail 

signatures. On the web, the mark will 

programmatically change throughout 

the day. In addition, the typefaces are 

used across all headline text on the 

main website giving it a different 

appearance depending on the time of 

day a user visits.

HILARY SAMPLE 

DIRECTOR CORE STUDIOS

At the GSAPP, the core design studios introduce students 
to architecture through an inclusive understanding 
of history, cities, typology, and performance. Today, 
students engage the world through the increasingly global 
information on buildings, materials, structures, digital 
processes, media, and communications. These digital 
processes and networks that were once theorized have 
become a commonplace part of out contemporary world. 
As a result architecture is less and less of an exclusive 
autonomous profession. These social aspects are perhaps 
the hardest things to teach within a school, but remain a 
critical part of the Columbia GSAPP pedagogy. 

JUAN HERREROS 

DIRECTOR ADVANCED STUDIOS

Donec ullamcorper nulla non metus auctor fringilla. 
Aenean eu leo quam. Pellentesque ornare sem lacinia 
quam venenatis vestibulum. Donec ullamcorper nulla non 
metus auctor fringilla. Donec ullamcorper nulla non metus 
auctor fringilla. Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis 
dis parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus mus. Vivamus 
sagittis lacus vel augue laoreet rutrum faucibus dolor 
auctor.Curabitur blandit tempus porttitor. Lorem ipsum 
dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 

OVERVIEW

 Aenean eu leo quam. Pellentesque ornare sem lacinia 
quam venenatis vestibulum. Praesent commodo cursus 
magna, vel scelerisque nisl consectetur et. Cras mattis 
consectetur purus sit amet fermentum. Nullam id dolor 
id nibh ultricies vehicula ut id elit. Vestibulum id ligula 
porta felis euismod semper. Etiam porta sem malesuada 
magna mollis euismod. Maecenas sed diam eget risus 

varius blandit sit amet non magna. Nullam id dolor id nibh 

OVERVIEW     ADMISSIONS     ACCREDITATION

JUN 5 

ABSTRACT NOW 
AVAILABLE IN 

THE BOOK 
STORE

NEWS

PROGRAMS

MASTER OF 
ARCHITECTURE

APPLY NOW
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processes and networks that were once theorized have 
become a commonplace part of out contemporary world. 
As a result architecture is less and less of an exclusive 
autonomous profession. These social aspects are perhaps 
the hardest things to teach within a school, but remain a 
critical part of the Columbia GSAPP pedagogy. 

JUAN HERREROS 

DIRECTOR ADVANCED STUDIOS

Donec ullamcorper nulla non metus auctor fringilla. 
Aenean eu leo quam. Pellentesque ornare sem lacinia 
quam venenatis vestibulum. Donec ullamcorper nulla non 
metus auctor fringilla. Donec ullamcorper nulla non metus 
auctor fringilla. Cum sociis natoque penatibus et magnis 
dis parturient montes, nascetur ridiculus mus. Vivamus 
sagittis lacus vel augue laoreet rutrum faucibus dolor 
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dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 
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 Aenean eu leo quam. Pellentesque ornare sem lacinia 
quam venenatis vestibulum. Praesent commodo cursus 
magna, vel scelerisque nisl consectetur et. Cras mattis 
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magna mollis euismod. Maecenas sed diam eget risus 

varius blandit sit amet non magna. Nullam id dolor id nibh 
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PROGRAMS

MASTER OF 
ARCHITECTURE

APPLY NOW

GSAPP

GSAPP

COLUMBIA

COLUMBIA
Digital applications

Digital applications of the logo center around 
implementations on the main school website, 
social media icons, PDFs, word documents 
and e-mail signatures. 

On the web, the mark will programmatically 
change throughout the day. In addition, the 
typefaces are used across all headline text on 
the main website giving it a different appear-
ance depending on the time of
day a user visits.
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Shadow character 
sets

A custom typeface called “Columbia 

GSAPP Shadows” was designed for 

the identity. The font comes in four 

weights that correspond to various 

times of day.

ABCDEFGHIJKLM 
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

1234567890
&?<>!#.,/’;:][

ABCDEFGHIJKLM 
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

1234567890
&?<>!#.,/’;:][

ABCDEFGHIJKLM 
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

1234567890
&?<>!#.,/’;:][

ABCDEFGHIJKLM 
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

1234567890
&?<>!. , / ’ ; : ] [

Morning Noon

Dusk Night
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Monoline character 
set

A monoline version of the font, 

“Columbia GSAPP Monoline” has 

also been drawn for any additional 

typesetting needs that may arise. This 

font is intended to be used as a 

headline font only, and should not be 

used to set large bodies of type or for 

type at very small sizes. It does not 

include a lowercase. ABCDEFGHIJKLM 
NOPQRSTUVWXYZ

1234567890
&?<>!#.,/’;:][
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Choosing a weight
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Eclipse

Night
9PM–6AM

Dusk
4PM–9PM

Noon
11AM–4PM

Morning
6AM–11AM


