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sundays after church, I
was part of a group of kids
who ran over to the Savo

I loved to “cut up,” dancing
the Charleston on the
sidewalk for tips and
“eyeballing™ the people as

1

they passed by... "
it Ndrﬂu\ MJ’Q,-

1 ik 10 st am the Fine escape and watch the siboscrics of
the dancers throwgh the curtains of the Savey We coukd
handily wain for the music of the big bands b san We aukd
listen 16s the greatest archesiras i

worlel froew cur living
o And cvery tme | gt a chance, I dance. | kned
dance. i born o be a dancer. 1 make up dance routines.
and call oun o my mother, “Look 3t me! Look at met” 1d
shimmy and e @ last paesiep, imiating the dancers | s
Dancing was i my blood

Tt M vins Sew S

On Sundays alver chrch, | was part of a group of kids sl
Fan over 19 the Savoy just as the music was going 1 swan
Thiese was a lour o chock matinee, and Uhe misic i secmal
1o swing oul oo the sreen | kved v “cul up,” duncing,
the Charlesson on the sidewalk for nps and “eychalling” (he
preople s they passed by Sometines we bad Chaileston con
tests o the stroet. and pople thres ssoncy at me. [d mabe
some pennscs, a mickel, a dime, somctimes peennylive conts.
That was 3 bt of money

Every weeh when Twist Mouth George artised. everyone
crowded ground him. Twist Mowth was the bost He b
added 2 mew saep 10 our way of daicig just aboul the time
Charles Lindbergh Ielt New York on the fiss solo (ight




CONTEST
12 HOURS DANCING

e

A couple pose outside
the Savoy with marquee
advertising “12 Hours
Dancing”. Opposite:
Savoy marquee
advertises “Worlds
Finest Bands",
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Savoy marquee displaying
“Closed” during the liquidation
auction following its closure before
its quick demolition. Opposite: Ella
Fitzgerald at the Savoy




Q POPULAR DANCES FROM THE  CAKEWALK TO THE WATUSI

Famoes dnaee ram draces fastioating  istery ol dmadiean sechil dunsing
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Hllustration demonstrating
dances popularized at the Savoy.
Opposite: Savoy Reservation

Guide including floor plan, gentle

reminders, menu, and autograph
card.
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The sidewalk “stage” area outside
Smalls. Opposite: Image of book
cover by W.E.B. DuBois about
his 83rd birthday celebration at
Snalls.
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Opposite: Smalls location currently
sits empty while info online states
“temporarily closed”.




Savoy Ballroom filled to capacity.
Opposite: Sidewalk previously
covered by Savoy Marquee.
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Phatos by E Cole are labeled a5 such
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