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STUDIO I 
THE NEW YORK STUDIO

CITY EDGES: SITES, SYSTEMS, SPACES, STORIES

THE COMMUNITY EXPRESS 7
WITH AUTHORITY FOR COMMUNITY INVESTMENT

2021 - SUMMER

FACULTY:  Nans Voron - Coordinator, 
Sagi Golan - Coordinator, 

Jae Shin, Galen Pardee, Austin Sakong, 
Sean Gallagher, Tami Banh, 

Candelaria Mas Pohmajevic, Nupur RoyChaudhury

TEAM MEMBERS:  Jie Kong, Shirley Chen, 
Galina Novikova, Giulia Chagas
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SUPERCUT- HUDSON YARDS

SUPERCUT- CORONA

SUPERCUT- FLUSHING

SUPERCUT- 7 TRAIN

ROLE PLAY

- A role-play was 
used during the 
presentation to 
immerse ourselves 
in context better and 
try to put ourselves 
as real designers that 
communicate and 
persuade residents, 
vendors, govern-
ments, and NGOs. - 
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DIVERSITY ALONG 7 TRAIN STORIES OF PEOPLE
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TAX AVENUE

The Seven Line subway connects the most ethnically diverse neighborhoods in the world. 47% of Queens popula-
tion is Foreign-born immigrants. While the seven line is a large connector of different cultures, it also reveals the 
inequitable income patterns along neighborhoods within the city. As an example, on one end is Hudson Yards, a 
wealthy district recently developed for over 20 billion dollars, while Flushing and Corona have remained bustling 
immigrant communities facing displacement and poverty.

Small businesses are in danger of being displaced as a result of new development, rent increase, eviction and per-
mit control. In order to protect these vulnerable communities along the seven line, we aim to provide an infrastruc-
tural framework capable of securing adequate spaces including housing and retail spaces, celebrating local culture, 
and strengthening a sense of place and belonging. The seven line is space for opportunity because it intersects 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park and Flushing Creek, as well as other underutilized space.

Hudson yards, where billions of city dollars were spent to create the largest and most expensive mixed-use devel-
opment in american history. What could we have done to the other end of the line, to celebrate the local communi-
ty flushing with the same investment?
After understanding the inequitable patterns along the line, we are focusing on the neighborhoods of Flushing and 
Corona, where these striving communities represent culture and diversity.
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FOCUS 1 CORONA

- Market hall, food hall, open market and plaza create the space to celebrate the local market 
culture 
- 2nd floor food hall connect the extended platform of the train track 
- SBA office located inside the market hall to provide support to vendor, at the same time there 
is lounge sleeping space, and skill training classroom. 
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- The Central plaza in front of the market hall entrance is going to be a nice flexible pub-
lic space for people to sit, relax, and enjoy the live performance when there is events or 

festivals. During weekends it can be used as outdoor market. - 

- This built proposal really came alive with all the seating options and small vendor stall 
selling coffee and quick bites along the extended platform especially useful for the 

commuter and vendor was those information kiosks for people navigating through the 
market hall & food plaza. 

 
There are also video phone booth to connect immigrant families to their distant families 

abroad. - 
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FOCUS 2 FLUSHING
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- Here at the main street we are going to have a expanded sidewalk and im-
proved streetscape so more customers would come during day and also at night. 

The open rooftop dining spaces are going to benefit some of the food vendors 
and small local restaurants as well. I can imagine during the Spring Festival this 

place is going to be super populated and fun. - 

-The streetscape also going to change throughout different time and with dif-
ferent events. There are also waste management system  along the commercial 

corridor to mitigate the current street condition in flushing, in which garbage 
from the vendors and pedestrian can be seen everywhere. -

Day View

Night View
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FOCUS 3 AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The diverse ethnic identity is what we, the community board always want to preserve and celebrate. And 
what’s great about this proposal is that the affordable housing are customizable and flexible with the base 
architecture provided by the designers and the neighborhood can actually customize their house base on their 
needs and cultures. In this future envision animation of the facade of these affordable apartment, our commu-
nity board members are excited about the diverse cultural identities being preserved and expressed from the 
architecture and the flexibility that it provide to accommodate the residents’ needs.

Year 1

Year 3

Year 5

Year 10
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With the development of the city, different policies determine and promote the development of the riverside 
area, its function and status in the overall city are constantly changing, which also affects the composition of 

the people who come to the surroundings for activities, economic vitality, and future policy decisions. Through 
the collection of historical data and current situations, we can find this kind of action and reaction forces be-

tween policies and the people.

READING NEW YORK
URBANISMS

STORY MAP
 LIFE BY THE WATER

A GLANCE AT POLICY DRIVEN SOUTH MINJIANG PARK DEVELOPMENT

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/1119797c06584c4688e072e32b1e4073

2021 - SUMMER

FACULTY:  Cassim Shepard - Coordinator
Jesse Hirakawa - Instructor
Gabriel Vergara - Associate

Kai Zhang - Teaching Assistant

INDIVIDUAL WORK
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HISTORY AND THEORY OF 
URBAN DESIGN

PAPER

THE OPPORTUNITIES BRING BY 
AUTONOMY IN SENIOR WOMEN CO HOUSING PROJECT

2021 - SUMMER

FACULTY:  Noah Chasin - Professor
Charlette Caldwell - Instructor
Joseph Huennekens - Instructor

Tal Fuerst - Associate
Nupur RoyChaudhury - Teaching Assistant

INDIVIDUAL WORK
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DIGITAL TECHNIQUES 
FOR URBAN DESIGNERS

ANIMATION, SUPERCUT, DATA MAPS https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_UM2AU2jJw&ab_channel=ShirleyChen

Role-Play Animation

Manifesto Supercut

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bW8b2IzAHE8&ab_channel=ShirleyChen

FACULTY:  Richard Chou - Coordinator
Eric Huntley - Instructor
Paul Kamuf - Instructor

Joy Wu - Teaching Associate

TEAM MEMBERS:  Jie Kong, Shirley Chen, 
Galina Novikova, Giulia Chagas

2021 - SUMMER



36 37

Super Drawing

Data Map

Data Map

Design Strategy Animation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqfPc7JryTw&ab_channel=JieKong
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EsWGfowxqs&ab_channel=ShirleyChen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CTmgo1pfno

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKDGVUGWtv4&ab_channel=GiuliaC
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STUDIO II 
AMERICAN CITIES & REGIONAL 

CONTEXTS

ATLANTA AFTER PROPERTY

CABBAGETOWN: COMMUNITY THROUGH DOMESTICITY

FACULTY:  Emanuel Admassu - Coordinator
Nina Cooke John, Chat Travieso, Lexi Tsien

Nupur Roy - Teaching Associate

TEAM MEMBERS:  Jie Kong, Shirley Chen, 
Jake Tiernan, Sydnee Sampson

2021 - FALL



40 41

Cherokee Families 
 The Cherokee family structure was matrilineal, 
meaning children joined their mother’s clan and rare-
ly saw their fathers. Domestic relations were based 
on communal ties rather than household ones, with 
extended family and clan members flowing freely 
between houses as needed.

Domesticity In the 19th Century 
Europeans introduced more rigid domesticity, with 
women expected to stay home and provide child-
care while men work. The domestic became ground-
ed to the property one inhabits and immediate 
blood relations rather than communal ties. 

Cabbagetown Background 
The mill was constructed in Cabbagetown in 1886, 
and further expanded on European domesticity. 
Single-family housing was created and rented to 
workers, with many including multiple generations 
under one roof. 

Speculation 
However, as the mill shutdown, owners sold many of 
the factory homes out from under residents. Inves-
tors seeking to make Cabbagetown a “Gingerbread 
Village” bought up properties, which then sat vacant 
due to speculation and transforming the homes into 
AirBNB’s.
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Due to the Fulton Bag Mill being shut down, owners sold many of the factory homes out from under residents. Inves-
tors seeking to turn Cabbagetown into a “Gingerbread Village” bought up properties, which then sat vacant due to 
speculation and transforming the homes into AirBNB’s.

To disrupt the speculation over vacant and AirBNB homes, these homes are then re-
organized around a new domestic structure and support the needs of multiple families by blending them in the pro-
cess. As this unfolds, the barriers of the domestic space breaks down by bleeding to the outside.

By adapting and transforming the typical shotgun house floor plan allow different uses of the space and various 
degrees of openness. With sliding doors placed at the facade and interior wall, a fluid circulation can be created 
from front to the back, from alley to alley. The flexible interior organization created by the sliding and folding walls 
generate different degrees of porosity, and these interior arrangements can be determined by the spatial needs for 
the occupants.

For the transformation and extension of the porch, we categorize them into three groups: foldable and flexible 
porches; porches that expand to the interior of the house and exterior; vertical expansion of the porch to higher lev-
els of the house.

Porch Typology  Interior Analysis

Adaptation and transformation of the typical shotgun house floor plan allow different uses of the space and various 
degrees of openness. With sliding doors placed at the facade and interior wall, a fluid circulation can be created 
from front to the back, from alley to alley. 
The flexible interior organization created by the sliding and folding walls generate different degrees of porosity, 
and these interior arrangements can be determined by the spatial needs for the occupants.
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 Interior Analysis

The porches are 
used to create differ-
ent levels of connec-
tions and expansion 
to both the public 
realm and domestic 
sphere, generating a 
series of interweav-
ing platforms that 
blur the boundary 
between domestic 
and public spaces

Self-constructed, 
flexible communal 
spaces would be 
created in between 
houses, becoming a 
series of connecting 
tissues across the 
street and backyard 
for more fluid move-
ment and circulation.

The occupation 
and construction 
are based on what 
people need. The 
semi-nomadic life-
style leads the com-
munity to expand 
the domestic beyond 
property and blood 
relations.

Flexible interior organi-
zation combined with the 
extended porch further 
blurred the boundary 
between interior and 
exterior.

All together, the lilong 
and extended porch-
es connect the street, 
houses, and backyards, 
encouraging diversity in 
activities and interactions 
as well as a semi-nomadic 
lifestyle.

Spaces created by the 
Lilong elements extend 
the interior space to the 
alleyway between the 
houses, making a commu-
nal corridor that allows 
the indoor activities to 
spill to the outside of the 
house.
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Unfolding in Neighborhood Scale

This new domestic structure unfolds the neighborhood, where 
the interior can be turned into exterior, backyards become front 
porches, and streets can be used for group activities or produc-
tion, etc. The distinction between and the definition of spaces 
become ambiguous, and a semi-nomadic lifestyle arises..
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From Neighborhood to Mill

The notion of the street and porch continues to evolve in-
side the mill. Balconies on the mill become like the porch, 
while the hallways become the backyards.

The folding and sliding walls at each floor also give the 
space flexibility that breaks the traditional apartment 

floor layout to create fluidity that allows for single resi-
dent occupation or production. 
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Unfolding to the Mill
The mill becomes a varied interior space, where res-
idents can produce goods or services that require a 

scale the home or porch cannot provide. Additionally, 
for those residents who wish to live more privately, they 

can claim a small portion of the mill and lived more 
removed from the rest of Cabbagetown. 
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Unfolding to the Mill

We envision a future for Cabbagetown where property is not the central pillar of dome 
ticity. Legacy residents can return, while also inviting those who are in need of homes. 

Semi-nomadic occupation of houses will expand domesticity beyond property and blood 
relations to the community at large.

At the end, we imagine this semi-nomadic lifestyle in Cabbagetown is going to thrive and 
spread out to other communities in Atlanta 
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LINES NOT SPLINES

WORKS SELECTION

DRAWING-MODEL 

2021 - FALL

FACULTY:  Christoph a. Kumpusch, PhD - Professor

INDIVIDUAL WORK
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

ENGAGEMENT PLAN

TOOLS TO ENGAGE WITH PARTNER STUDENT 
FROM UNIVERSITY OF BELIZE 

2021 - FALL

FACULTY:  Kaja Kuehl - Professor

TEAM MEMBERS: Jie Kong, Zhifan Li, 
Galina Novikova, Sydnee Sampson



66 67



68 69



70 71



72 73



74 75



76 77



78 79



80 81

STUDIO III 
GLOBAL STUDIO

WATER URBANISM: BELIZE & YUCATAN
ENVISIONING A RESILIENT MESOAMERICAN REEF

&SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORKS FOR 
THE REGION

MAHOGANY BAY: SMART RELOCATION

2022 - SPRING

FACULTY:  Kate Orff - Coordinator, Geeta Mehta, 
Adriana Chavez, Thad Pawlowski, Lorena Bello Gomez

Kalene Eck, Chief Resilience Officer Belize
Cecy Castillo, University of Belize

W/ Johanna Lovecchio, Center For Resilient Cities &
Landscapes & Amy Armstrong, Resilient Reefs

Tori Vuono - Teaching Associate

PARTNERS:  Resilient Reefs Program, | Great Barrier 
Reef Foundation

Belize Coastal Zone Management Authority & Ministry
of the Blue Economy & Civil Aviation, CZMAI

Columbia Climate School and Researchers from CCSR

TEAM MEMBERS: Jie Kong, Zhifan Li, 
Siyu Lei, Kenny Zhou
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- San Pedro’s current model of consum-
er-based  tourism and unchecked develop-
ment is unsustainable for the future. Unjust 
land ownership and increasing climate threats 
further exacerbates these issues. 

In order to preserve locals’ livelihoods and 
to sustain the strong tourism economy, we 
propose to the Belize government a pilot to 
develop a long-term smart relocation and 
eco-tourism initiative. - 
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RESILIENT COASTLINES

CASE STUDY

RESILIENT PALMA

2022 - SPRING

FACULTY:  Kate Orff - Professor

TEAM MEMBERS: Jie Kong, Zhifan Li, 
Rotina Tian
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Resilient Palma
Zhifan Li, Jie Kong, Yuxin Tian

Palma’s Battle Against Climate Change 
Subject to constant coastal floodings and future sea-level rise, the city of Palma is under increasing threats of cli-
mate change. With the lack of financial capability and a lack of infrastructure to protect the communities, recover-
ies from storms have become more and more difficult. The local people rely heavily on fishing and marine resources. 
As climate change makes a direct impact on the fish stocks and other marine-reliant ecosystems, the livelihoods of 
local people become very unstable, leaving them even less money to rebuild after storms.

Unsustainable Resource Extraction in the Region
In 2011 one of the world’s largest gas reserves was found in the province of Cabo Delgado, which lead to a total of 
60 billion dollars in investment, including Africa’s three largest liquid natural gas (LNG) projects. The international 
companies established large-size campuses and gated communities to serve the extraction activities. During the 
process, local communities are displaced to make room for their expansion, and the promised jobs and economic 
compensations are never been realized.
“Resource Curse”, a term used to describe how the long-term health and prosperity of societies and ecosystem can 
be compromised for short-term profits that usually ends up in the hands of a lucky few, is the best way to describe 
the current situation of Palma (Columbia Center for Resilient Cities and Landscapes, 2019).
What accompanies the poverty and disputes caused by exploitation in Cabo Delgado are long-term neglections 
and political marginalization from the Mozambique government, partially due to its remote geographic location. As 
a result, extreme groups started an armed strike against the campus of one LNG project, forcing them to pause the 
operation in the region. The strike was exacerbated and turned into a regional conflict, imposing violence and in-
stability which make the situation even worse. According to the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project(A-
CLED), which monitors political violence globally, there have been more than 570 violent incidents from January to 
December 2020 in Cabo Delgado (BBC, 2022). 

Challenge of the “Business-as-Usual” Model
In her book Rising, Elizabeth Rush spoke up about the environmental inequality in the coastal communities, where 
under-served communities are more prone to climate change: “A small seaside community split down the middle 
between those who came from centuries of money and those who worked in the industries the weather residents 
controlled”(Elizabeth, 2018). 
When we look at the country as a whole, Mozambique is an economically struggling country, yet it owns enormous 
nature capital. According to the UNDP Human Development Indicators, is a financially poor and inequitable coun-
try with a large gap between genders and social classes. In contrast, according to the World Bank report, Mozam-
bique has a natural capital worth 1,059 million dollars while its priced capital is 478 million dollars. 
Most of Mozambique’s major cities are along the coast, where swampy mangroves and wetlands are the predom-
inant geological characters. Climate threats and coastal urbanization are the biggest conflicts. Moving inland, 
forests had been cut down to grow crops which caused serious deforestation, undermining the country’s wonderful 
natural resources.
Transitioning to a more regenerative growth model from the business-as-usual mindset is necessary to overturn the 
future of the country. The report from the Climate School lists a series of issues under the current “business-as-usu-
al” scenario. We can’t stop but wonder, what is at risk when we don’t prioritize natural capital?
Resources extraction, rapid urbanization, and climate change can combine in ways far outside any imagination. 
Profit-driven investors continually benefit from the extraction of natural resources, expand urban boundaries by 
filling wetlands to make level ground, and create urban enclaves which exacerbate social inequality. In the mean-
time, people who lived on farming and fishing were left with barren land and scarce natural resources. Floodings, 
cyclones and constantly eating up their living space. The entire community is at risk when natural resources are 
exploited and stripped.
Palma is a mirror that reflects all the issues that are happening across the country. The endless consumption of nat-
ural resources without limit and the pursuit of economic profit at the price of long-term social welfare are making 
things worse for its coastal communities. 
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The existing policies prioritize short-term economic growth; the corruption at the government level only adds to the 
problem, leaving poverty and disasters to the people of Mozambique. From what we understand, policy and govern-
ment regulation is necessary to turn the situation. 

An Alternative Pathway toward a Resilient Future 
On the bright side, the situation can be improved with a change of mindset that preserves and restores its natural 
assets with a combination of proactive planning and proper implementation. 
The country had developed a National Nature Capital Program to guide the transition. According to this, the crit-
ical step Palma should take right now is to institutionalize natural capital to prevent further damage. Secondly, a 
dynamic regional resilient eco-infrastructure network needs to be set up to protect the area from natural disasters. 
Institutionalization means the government or other organizations should provide education programs to teach peo-
ple that natural resources are more than just money, they mean the future for their children and the grandchildren 
of their children. What should happen is the proper mindset and sustainable practices that are centered on natural 
resources and incorporate both economic growth and community stewardship into the picture. 
The regional resilient eco-infrastructure network will provide a regional collaboration among governments, NGOs, 
residents, and other stakeholders, who can make a joint effort to better understand the needs of each other and 
cultivate a more dynamic, sustainable eco-infrastructure that can support future growth. 
The Resilient Palam report also provides a list for a resilient future in Palma, including nature-based infrastructure, 
capacity building, community planning and new building codes as shown in the above image. The critical features 
include the living infrastructure along the coast to mitigate storm surges, development and implement regulations 
for marine resource management to help local fisherman groups, waste management, and ecological resource pro-
tection around urban areas. 
The proposed scenario also includes an urban growth boundary to prohibit unregulated development; eco-tourism 
to generate revenue for the protection of Palma’s coral reefs, seagrass beds, coastal beaches, dunes, mangroves, 
and marine forests; natural coastal protection, to protect against more frequent and damaging coastal storms with 
vegetated dunes; floating off-shore gas extraction to protect coral reefs and reduce the LNG footprint in the eco-
logically sensitive coastal zone, and allow a reduced presence in less vulnerable deep water, also reducing costs 
of shipping and pipeline; protected and managed forests to provide carbon sequestration, aquifer recharging, 
sustainable forestry, flood risk reduction, soil conservation, and biodiversity habitat; increased mobility to provide 
inter-city high-speed transportation options to link Cabo Delgado to the other fast-growing economic centers in the 
region and reduce the demand for private car ownership. Last but not least, providing adequate health service to 
serve Palma’s current and future population with up-to-date medical technology and expertise.
On top of that, the fisherman villages along the coastal zone need specific attention. Fully exposed to the climate 
pressure, they can be wiped out by coastal storms and cyclones. The resilient strategy for the community should 
include a coastal buffer, and an option for climate retreat.
With the efforts described above, we imagine the future Palma to be a resilient and thriving coastal city. 

Framework of Resiliency Strategies
We categorize all these efforts and scenarios into four quadrants to serve as a guiding principle for Palma’s future 
coastal adaptation development. The four categories are resistance, avoidance, communication, and accommoda-
tion. 
“Resistance” means the protection of coastal against climate disasters; “avoidance” means implementing new poli-
cies to regulate urban growth and natural-resources-based industries; “communications” indicates policymakers and 
organizations understand the need of people and provide corresponding programs or infrastructures; “accommoda-
tion” refers to build an eco-friendly city that can accommodate, conserve, restore natural land, such as mangrove 
forests, seagrass beds, wetlands.
A good framework should include factors from environmental, economic, and social aspects. From the environmen-
tal aspect,  other precedents from Ethiopia and Mozambique, as well as the Nature Capital Program from Stanford 
University, all suggest that technology innovation and collaboration of the local community and actors can promote 
healthier long-term growth. From the economic perspective, the goal is to diversify industries and improve regula-
tions that value their natural capital. Learning through other case studies, renewable energy is a potential industry 
to attract international investment which can reduce the reliance on the current extractive energy industry but also 

can provide job opportunities and economic benefits. The social welfare of the communities largely depends on the 
environment and the economy. With a more equitable environment and more sustainable industries, the govern-
ment can invest more in infrastructures, creating more job opportunities, and education programs to restore Palma 
and make it a more desirable place for people to live.
In a nutshell, the strategies function together as a holistic resilient urban development plan for Palma. By imple-
menting new policies, the government can regulate the ways how different entities use natural resources and estab-
lish a new sustainable economic development that leads to resiliency; this new economic structure can steer Palma 
towards sustainable development and a positive economic cycle. 
The document “A Blueprint for Coastal Adaptation” emphasizes the importance of political power in transitioning to 
a resilient  “We have lots of plans, perhaps too many, and not enough political will. Moving from reports to imple-
mentation has been a challenge - one we aim to address.”
Coastal communities around the globe are facing similar challenges as Palma. It is important to act proactively 
and establish a resilient framework anticipating the pre-collapse scenario by allocating the existing resources and 
activating local players in the social, economic, and environmental aspects.
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VIRTUAL ARCHITECTURE: 
WORLD BUILDING AND VIRTUAL 

REALITY WORKSHOP

UNREAL ENGINE PROJECT

LABYRINTH

2022 - SPRING

FACULTY:  Nitzan Bartov

TEAM MEMBERS: Jie Kong, Shannon Li,
Praditi Singh
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POINTS UNKNOWN
CARTOGRAPHIC NARRATIVES

STORY MAP

THE RECENT REFUGEE RENAISSANCE IN BUFFALO HAS TOTALLY 
CHANGED THE CITY’S STREETSCAPE.

HERE IS HOW. 

2022 - SPRING

FACULTY:  Michael Krisch, 
Juan Saldarriaga

TEAM MEMBERS: Jie Kong, Ruonan Du, 
Polina Stepanova
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The stories of refugees that change Buffalo are stories of resilience and strength. Steven Sanyu, the 
founder and the president of Burmese Community Services, arrived in Buffalo in 2000 as a first Bur-
mese refugee. 
Now, he says, Burmese refugees’ count in Buffalo has one up to 10,000. Ever since Steven’s arrival, he 
adjusted to living in the United States and became a prosperous business owner. Burmese Commu-
nity Services, Steven’s non-profit organization, helps asylees from Burma to adjust to life in the Unit-
ed States. American government supports the refugees for the first three months, and the goal is to 
bring them to the point where they are self-sustaining. However, most refugees do not know English 
language at all, and some of them can not even write in the native language! Steven does an import-
ant community job by helping the refugees past the 3-month mark established by the Department of 
Homeland Security. We thank him for giving us an interview and helping so many people!

Refugee Renaissance

Languages Spoke in Buffalo
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The city itself was established back in the 19th century. The ar-
rival of refugees started happening in the beginning of 2000s, 

and now they comprise a considerable proportion of the Buffalo 
economy.

Refugee Renaissance Timeline NEIGHBORHOOD 1: Five Points Neighborhood
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NEIGHBORHOOD 2: Emerson Neighborhood NEIGHBORHOOD 3: Broadway - Fillmore- Clinton Bailey Neighorhood

In Wire Works Co, they either create a training video 
with subtitles for those refugees who don’t fluent in 

English or develop a “buddy system,” which by pairing 
a new hire with one who speaks the same native lan-

guage but has been in the company longer and acquire 
advanced English-speaking skill. Further, by using the 

interpersonal network of refugees, the company can 
attract more workforce.

“Their work ethic is second to none, really. We enjoy 
working with them as they grow with the community in 

Buffalo, whether it be working with them on their English 
skills, their math skills, their interactions with people, 

and our culture as well. Just helping them grow in the 
personal aspect is a great, rewarding thing for us to 

see.” --- Max Davis, Buffalo Wire Works’ president
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Regional Influence

The conclusion is inevitable – streets of Buffalo are 
changing due to the influx of various cultures and 

the development of its economy due to these forces. 
Small restaurants, legal services, masjids, grocery 

stores – the refugees overcome their initial struggles 
and establish their own businesses, bravely venturing 
out into the unknown. They truly deserve an applaud: 
not only are they securing their own future but they 

are also driving Buffalo’s economy upwards. We want 
to thank them for working through their initial ad-

justment and language barrier in order to flourish in 
their new home. 
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