Dear Students,
Following a long summer of careful planning and
preparation, I am happy to write on this ﬁrst day of classes
to welcome you all to the Fall 2020 semester at GSAPP.
After months spent grappling with powerful movements
and heartbreaking realities, we are excited to turn our focus
to our core mission of teaching and creating a rich
academic experience for all of you, whether you are here in
person or joining us remotely.
As we launch the 2020-2021 academic year under
unprecedented circumstances, I want to share some hope
by echoing the message shared by President Bollinger last
Friday. I particularly want to highlight this sentiment: “This
is a moment when mutual support matters. We must do all
we can to help each other in this academic year, no matter
where we are and no matter how dispersed our community
is.” To all of you, whether in New York City or elsewhere, I
and GSAPP commit to doing everything we can to foster
the sense of community and the warm collegial and vibrant
intellectual exchanges that I cherish so much about our
School.
This semester’s Public Lectures and Events series is one of
the most exciting we have had at GSAPP, with an emphasis
on the intersections of racial equity, social justice, and
climate change across the built environment. We will begin
our lecture series next Monday, September 14, as I host the
recognized American industrial designer Stephen Burks in
conversation. The ﬁrst Friday lunch-time event, “Site and
History: On the Question of Repair,” initiates a series of
discussions acknowledging and exploring the history of
Columbia University’s colonialist and discriminatory
practices against Black, Indigenous, and People of Color.
Among many others, our programming also includes a
lecture by Tatiana Bilbao, a launch for the book Paths to
Prison, a lecture by the Black Reconstruction Collective,

and will culminate with a two-part conference on “Health
and the City” and “Climate Justice and the City” in
November. To see more of our planned events, please visit
the full Fall Event Calendar. All talks will take place online in
an open access format with recordings posted to the
GSAPP events page for later viewing, and we will continue
to send out weekly newsletters outlining each week’s
myriad of events.
For those of you who will be on campus, keeping our
community and each other safe means following the
required safety measures described in the Columbia
Community Health Compact, including undergoing
gateway and subsequent COVID-19 tests. This will be
necessary for you to be able to access all the campusbased facilities, including the School’s classrooms, studios,
and the University libraries. In signing the Compact,
students, faculty, and staﬀ agree to adhere to public health
policies related to face coverings and physical distancing
and to enroll in our campus testing and contact tracing
program. Please continue to also visit the Oﬃce of
University Life website to follow how students are working
together to keep the campus safe and stay healthy. You
can ﬁnd GSAPP student Ochuko Okor’s video message as
part of this Student Voices series, and also sign up to
contribute your own!
As I have described in earlier messages and town halls,
GSAPP’s spaces have been adjusted to meet lower
capacity limits in accordance with government and
University public health guidelines, and new procedures
are in place for everything from studio and class rotations
to the various Technology Labs as well as the Making
Studio. You will ﬁnd essential information on The COVID-19
Resources page on our website, including the Room
Rotation Schedule and Hybrid Pedagogy guidance. Many
of our spaces have also been technologically upgraded to
support necessary and lively interaction among remote and
in-person students and faculty. We look forward working
with these new tools that will expand and shape our ways
of collaborating and learning together.
During this extraordinary and uncertain time it is above all
your presence, ideas, and potential to shape the future of
architecture and the built environment, across its scales
and modes of practice, that continues to propel us forward.
I am inspired by each of you: your ongoing enthusiasm and
creativity, your willingness and open-mindedness, and your
dedication to improving the world around us, and look
forward to following your progress and work throughout the
coming weeks, months and years. Please join me at AllSchool Orientation this Wednesday as I look forward to
welcoming you back to School in person at that time.
Sincerely,
Amale

Ochuko Okor, a student in GSAPP’s M.ARCH program,
speaks about why following the Columbia Community
Health Compact is so important to the well-being of our
entire community. Watch her video and #KeeptheCompact

Visit the Making Studio webpage to watch Joshua Jordan’s
training video about new requirements for accessing the
shop during the Fall 2020 semester.

UPCOMING EVENTS

STEPHEN BURKS

SITE AND HISTORY: ON THE
QUESTION OF REPAIR

Virtual Lecture
September 14, 6pm

Virtual Event
September 11, 1pm

RACE AND MODERN
ARCHITECTURE

BRYAN C. LEE, JR.

Virtual Event

Virtual Lecture

September 18, 3pm

September 21, 6pm

NEWS

New Release from Columbia Books on
Architecture and the City

Paths to Prison: On the Architectures of Carcerality aims to

expand the ways the built environment’s relationship to and
participation in the carceral state is understood in
architecture. The collected essays in this book implicate
architecture in the more longstanding and pervasive
legacies of racialized coercion in the United States—and
follow the premise that to understand how the prison
enacts its violence in the present one must shift the
epistemological frame elsewhere: to places, discourses,
and narratives assumed to be outside of the sphere of
incarceration.
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