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PS64, in its current state, enforces a notable distinction between the
physical and visual access points into the site. The deletion of key areas of
the original school—selected due to their unfavorable lighting—aims to cre-
ate a new ground condition that becomes a physical and experiential contin-
uation of the city, shared with the school.

The ground level of the building is fully accessible to the public as a space
that hosts programs catered towards the city. Embedded underground are
the school’s shared spaces, such as the library, gym and cafeteria. Also visu-
ally connected to the ground floor at varying levels, they can be used by the
public during non-school hours.

What is left of the H-block is now five towers—one at each corner of the

site and one in the middle. The towers have the shell of the existing building
while the ends that were created after deletion are then capped with new fa-
cades that now highlight the new pocket courtyards. This allows for a visual
connection not only between the students of different towers, but also with
the city on the ground floor. This visual connection between the school and
the city is key to maintaining a strong link between figure and ground; school
and city.
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