Boston Manor Tennis Club: Autumn Newsletter
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With the US Open moving along nicely towards a great end of season finale, it seemed like a good time to catch up with everyone and update you on developments at the Club.
At the beginning of the summer, we formally agreed a new committee for the year, and we will be meeting later this month to take forward some of the matters raised below. Our committee currently consists of the following members:
Dave Anderson: Chair
Leslie Pringle: Vice Chair and Safeguarding 
Linda Massey: Liaison for FoBM/Council and financial matters
Ray and Marko BMTC Coaches with Marko attending
Rose Turner
Malcolm Rooney
Lynne West
Penny Appelbe
Gunny Kamalrajah

Between us, you probably know at least one of these people, and if you want to raise any issue about the club with them, please do.
Some of the things we will be addressing over the next few months ahead of membership renewal and the AGM in the spring include membership fees and models, court fees, court access for special needs groups, social events and competitions.  
Court Maintenance and facilities
Lighting
You will be delighted to hear that, thanks as ever to Linda’s indefatigable efforts and contacts, work on new court LED lighting will commence in the autumn, probably sometime early October. The courts will be out of use, but only for a couple of days. The new rig will be brighter, more long-lasting and reliable, and cheaper to run. What’s not to like 😎? 

Nets
We have a new set of nets we agreed we would install once the summer was over, so we will probably do this work at the same time.

Court access and security
Once the new lighting is in place, we will be securing the services of ClubSpark as our service provider from the new year. 
This will include a fully electronic system with an integrated payment system for courts and lighting, and randomly generated gatecodes – which will finally put an end to the problems we continue to have with people accessing the courts without booking or paying. (more of which, below).
Leaves
And of course, its autumn, and the return of LeafFall, especially on court 3. So I would ask everyone to help out by just doing a bit of leaf clearing if you’re on court, rather than leaving it to the usual handful of long suffering volunteers...  We have a blower and we have brushes.
Court Use (or non-use)...
We continue to have problems with the following:
People who are not members, and who have not booked, accessing the court. This is happening because the gate code is fixed for the year, and its obviously been widely distributed. Not much we can do about that, but if you see anyone on court who you think hasn’t booked, particularly if people are not actually playing but just messing around, please let me know. Something we can manage better are our own bookings; there are weekly examples of courts being booked and then not used. This is really not fair on other members, so – even if it’s raining and you don’t think anyone else can play – PLEASE cancel bookings you don’t intend to use. 
Community use of our courts
Linda has been in discussions with Speakout Hounslow who are a local disability group who reached out to us for support.  They have been booked in on Wednesdays for one hour from 1st October (term time only) from 2 – 3  and hope to increase this to a longer period in the New Year.  They will come with their own workers but we are also looking for members from the club to help assist delivering these sessions.  Let Dave know if you are interested and thank you Leslie for expressing an interest.  People with understanding and patience needed.  And if you have any old rackets that you could donate for them to use, that would be fantastic. Ray has already got the ball rolling by offering to supply some.
Serving Clinic
There has been a lot of interest in the idea of a Serving Clinic, and Marko has indicated he is happy to run a trial session or two in the autumn. The format would be 12 players per hourly session, with drills and practice. The cost would be somewhere between five and ten pounds. IF THIS SOUNDS INTERESTING to you, please drop me a line so we can gauge the level of interest ahead of scheduling.
Squash, anyone ?
I mean the game, not Robinson’s Barleywater....Ray and Linda have had initial conversations with the agency managing the SmithKline Building next to the park about the use of the squash courts on their site. They have indicated that the courts could be made available to members for a notional fee, so if any of you play squash, and are interested, could you drop me a line so we can see if anyone’s interested.  
Used Balls
Most of you are probably aware of the black bin used for used balls. We used to have an outlet for these which no longer exists, so if you have ideas at all about who or what could use the literally hundreds of balls we are now thowing away on a regular basis, let us know ! 
Rubbish and re-cycling
I’m not even going to mention how boring it is to have to continue to remove the rubbish from the re-cycling bin and the re-cycling from the rubbish bin because its too boring, but if I even catch anyone doing it...
See you courtside ! And drop us a line, or talk to the committee members and coaches about things you’d like to see happen at the club

Dave Anderson chair BMTC
Ducatidave@hotmail.co.uk
bmtc2025@gmail.com
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